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— Sensational  MS-68  High  Relief — 
MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle 

An  American  Icon  and  Numismatic  Classic 


Inspired  by  the  most  dynamic  Chief  Executive  since  the 
Civil  War,  Saint-Gaudens'  high  relief  design  for  the  double 
eagle  expressed  the  new  confidence  of  a  nation  thrust  upon 
the  international  stage  for  the  first  time  in  the  modern 
epoch.  The  United  States  took  its  place  with  other  world 
powers  after  effectively  destroying  the  remnants  of  the 
Spanish  empire  at  the  turn  of  the  century  that  would  come 
to  be  known,  with  bias  noted,  as  the  "American  Century." 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  a  war  hero  and  historian,  became  the 
first  American  awarded  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  his  work 
mediating  an  end  to  the  Russo-Japanese  War  and  epito¬ 
mized  the  new  American  ideals  of  strength  and  forethought. 
Ever  conscious  of  his  nation's  station  in  world  history, 
Roosevelt  aggressively  sought  coin  designs  that  would 
identify  these  ideals  with  their  classical  antecedents  of 
Greece  and  the  Roman  Republic.  Roosevelt  engaged  an 
artist  on  the  cutting  edge  of  his  field  who  produced  statuary 
that  at  once  evoked  the  ancients  while  cementing  the  Ameri¬ 
can  inheritance  of  their  position  in  endeavors  both  political 
and  artistic  —  the  artist  was  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  and 
his  primary  creation  in  this  unique  numismatic  meeting  of 
politics  and  art  was  the  "Victory"  double  eagle.  Although 
he  endeavored  to  complete  a  redesign  of  the  entire  Ameri¬ 
can  series  using  the  high  standards  Roosevelt's  savvy  artis¬ 
tic  eye  and  deep  appreciation  of  his  place  in  history  de¬ 
manded,  Saint-Gaudens  died  in  1907  after  completing  only 
his  double  eagle  and  eagle  designs. 

The  High  Relief  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle  is 
a  fitting  metaphor  for  the  United  States  in  a  time  of  empires: 
well-intentioned  if  a  bit  overindulgent.  Its  physical  pres¬ 
ence  is  impressive  and  impractical,  struck  with  a  mind  for 


To  Order  Call  Gail 


artistic  perfection  rather  than  commercial  success.  The 
obverse  design  is  full  without  being  crowded,  featuring 
the  triumphant  and  forward-moving  Victory  proceeding 
from  the  seat  of  government.  She  carries  light  and  peace 
(the  lamp  and  branch)  while  standing  steadfast  in  strength 
atop  an  oak  leaf.  The  reverse  is  equally  evocative,  featuring 
an  eagle  in  full-flight  (and  therefore  moving  speedily)  over 
a  rising  sign.  Perhaps  the  greatest  significance  of  the  high 
relief  strikings  (and  not  for  the  so-called  "ultra  high  relief" 
pattern  issues)  was  Roosevelt's  and  his  government's  de¬ 
sire  to  communicate  and  share  these  ideals  with  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  with  the  circulation  of  this  fantastic  design. 
About  11,000  were  struck  for  general  release  before  the 
design  was  corrected,  perhaps  deflated  to  be  more  accu¬ 
rate,  to  a  lesser  relief.  The  present  specimen  is  one  of  the 
ultimate  and  superlative  specimens  of  this  numismatic 
emissary  from  the  artistic  and  political  elite  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  populace  and  the  world  at-large.  It  is  visually  perfect 
with  a  full  strike  and  lustre.  Undoubtedly  specially  pre¬ 
served  since  the  time  of  its  mintage,  careful  examination 
under  magnification  betrays  no  marks  in  the  fields  what¬ 
ever  and  the  lightest  contacts  in  the  intricacies  of  the 
design.  This  is  one  of  two  pieces  graded  MS-68  by  PCGS, 
though  after  a  careful  viewing  you  may  be  unconvinced 
that  another  coin  could  approach  this  specimen's  majesty. 
It  perfectly  captures  the  essences  of  Roosevelt's  ideal  and 
Saint-Gaudens'  artistic  vision,  down  to  the  fully  struck  and 
unblemished  "pure  American"  face.  This  is  an  amazing 
specimen  of  the  coin  that  carried  the  new  vision  of  a  nation 
to  its  masses  in  a  language  that  is  beyond  simple  verbiage 
or  speech . 350,000 

at  800-222-5993 


The  treasure  coins  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  have  been  delighting  numismatists,  treasure 
seekers,  historians  and  collectors  across  all  interests  over  the  last  few  months.  Many  feel  that  these 
coins,  nuggets,  ingots  and  other  recovered  items  represent  one  of  the  most  significant  national 
treasures  of  all  times.  After  130  years  lost  at  the  bottom  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  these  beautiful 
mementos  of  the  fabulous  days  of  the  California  Gold  Rush  and  significant  numismatic  rarities 
in  their  own  right,  can  now  be  in  your  hands  in  just  a  few  short  hours.  Never  before  in  the  history 
of  rare  coins,  or  of  treasure  seeking,  has  such  an  offering  been  made! 

At  this  moment  we  have  a  limited  number  of  1 856-S  double  eagles  available  to  you.  To  put 
things  in  their  proper  perspective,  over  5,000  1857-S  double  eagles  were  recovered  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America  and  were  mostly  sold  out  in  just  a  few  short  months.  There  were  just 
1 , 1 06  double  eagles  dated  1 856-S  salvaged  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea  and  we  anticipate  these 

selling  out  in  just  a  few  short  days. 
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Each  1 856-S  double  eagle  comes  in  a  spe¬ 
cially  designed  leatherette  bound  presenta¬ 
tion  case,  certified  by  Professional  Coin  Grad¬ 
ing  Service,  with  a  certificate  of  authenticity 
signed  by  Tommy  Thompson,  given  its  own 
special  serial  number  and  pedigreed  to  the 
treasure  coins  carried  aboard  the  sidewheel 
steamer,  the  S.  S.  Central  America  lost  at  sea  on 
September  12,  1857.  Once  these  coins  are 
sold,  there  will  be  no  more.  Who  could 
possibly  part  with  their  personal  share  of  such 
a  magnificent  national  treasure? 

If  you  would  like  to  acquire  one  or  more  of 
these  national  treasures,  simply  call  Gail  Watson 
or  Deborah  McDonald  at  1  -800-222-5993  for 
more  information  or  to  place  your  immediate 
order.  Only  AU  grades  available,  in  extremely 
limited  quantities.  Prices  are  as  follows: 

AU-58 . $5,630 

AU-55 . $4,925 

AU-53 . $4,225 

n  so 


The  crew  of  the  A  retie  Discoverer  were 
responsible  for  the  final  search  and 
recovery  of  the  treasure. 


In  the  meantime... Dave  Bowers  is 
working  on  a  fabulous  new  book  The 
History  of  the  Gold  Rush  as  Illustrated  by 
Treasures  from  the  S.S.  Central  America. 
This  monumental  work  will  be  in  print 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  New  Year  and, 
will  be,  we  feel,  one  of  the  best  books  ever 
written.  Several  hundred  pages  in  length, 
fully  illustrated  (with  dozens  of  color 
images  as  well  as  black  and  white),  packed 
with  stories,  anecdotes,  personal  inter¬ 
views  and  loads  of  information  never 
before  assembled  in  one  place,  The  His¬ 
tory  of  the  Gold  Rush  is  destined  to  be  a 
best-seller!  To  get  on  a  waiting  list  for 
information,  simply  send  a  postcard  with 
your  name  and  address  to  the  address 
below.  We  will  forward  you  information 
on  the  book  as  soon  as  it  is  ready. 

Gold  Rush/S. S.  Central  America  Book 
Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept. 
PO  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Panama 

City 


1 856-S  Double  Eagles  from  the 

S.S.  Central  America 


Now  Available 
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From  Dave's 

Welcome!  This  note  greets  all  our  new 
readers  and  several  new  staff  members.  1 
have  always  felt  very  proud  of  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  team  and  love  reading 
the  many  wonderful  comments  from  you  on 
your  dealings  w  ith  our  "family."  And,  if  you 
are  a  client  from  the  past,  then  "Hello"  and 
welcome  to  this  issue. 

The  other  day,  when  I  and  the  others 
were  working  on  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Col¬ 
lection  Part  IV  catalogue,  I  heard  a  radio 
commercial  for  the  Avery  Agency,  a  local  in¬ 
surance  firm  that  was  founded  in  1899  and 
since  that  time,  through  several  family  gen¬ 
erations,  has  captured  the  lion's  share  of  lo¬ 
cal  business.  The  theme  was  client  vs.  cus¬ 
tomer.  I  felt  their  points  were  well  taken  — 
and  I  paraphrase  them  here: 

A  customer  is  someone  who  buys  some¬ 
thing.  He  or  she  may  never  buy  anything 
else.  Or,  he  or  she  may  make  many  pur¬ 
chases.  The  relationship  is  that  customers 
pay  their  money  and  sellers  deliver. 

A  client  is  a  customer  plus.  I  like  to  think 
that  a  prime  objective  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  is  to  make  all  of  our  customers  into 
clients.  A  client  is  someone  who  has  a  con¬ 
tinuing  two-way  friendship  and  information 
exchange  in  addition  to  just  buying  and  sell¬ 
ing.  A  client  depends  upon  us  to  help  with 
questions,  to  assist  with  finding  coins  for 
want  lists,  to  provide  an  interesting  inter¬ 
change  and  forum  — that  keeps  our  client 
coming  back  here,  and  keeps  us  in  constant 
contact  with  our  client.  I  would  like  you  to 
become  a  client. 

Our  motto  is  "Your  friends  in  the  rare 


Desk 

coin  business"  and  we  mean  it!  I  was  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  conversation  with  one  of  our  clients 
the  other  day  who  wanted  to  send  us  a  testi¬ 
monial  letter,  but  would  only  do  so  if  I 
promised  to  print  it.  He  said  "Your  friends 
in  the  rare  coin  business  is  no  bull."  Well, 
"bull"  is  an  abbreviation  for  the  full  word  he 
used.  Thanks  K.R.,  this  is  as  close  as  I  can 
get  to  putting  it  in  print!  By  the  way,  K.R.  is 
one  of  America's  leading  figures  in  his  pro¬ 
fession— and  demands  excellence.  And,  we 
try  our  best  to  give  it  to  him. 

In  sharp  contrast  money-wise  to  K.R. 
(who  owns  nifty  things  such  as  $4  gold  coins, 
Gobrecht  dollars,  etc.)  is  M.B.,  who  is  four 
years  old,  who  has  no  budget  at  all  to  buy 
rare  coins  (but  has  received  a  few  as  gifts), 
who  wrote  a  nice  note  in  crayon  the  other 
day,  saying  something  in  this  vein:  "I  really 
like  your  Treasure  book.  My  favorite  treasure 
is  Miller's  hoard."  His  Mom,  K.B.,  said  that 
he  took  our  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards  book  to  bed  with  him  —  to  look  at  the 
pictures  and  pick  out  what  words  he  could. 

Returning  to  my  conversation  with 
K.R.:  We  were  discussing  "secrets"  of  busi¬ 
ness  success.  He  thinks  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  paragon  of  a  success 
story,  and  we  view  his  position  in  his  profes¬ 
sion  similiarly.  We  both  agreed  on  this  (my 
synopsis):  Neither  his  firm  nor  ours  claims 
to  be  the  cheapest,  for  it  is  absolutely  impos¬ 
sible  to  be  both  the  cheapest  and  the  best  at 
the  same  time.  However,  we  both  deliver  ex¬ 
cellent  value  for  the  price  paid,  we  have  in- 
depth  expertise  and  knowledge  of  what  we 
sell.  We  like  both  the  things  we  handle  and 


the  people  who  buy  them. 

I  invite  you  to  look  carefully  through  the 
pages  to  follow.  There  are  hundreds,  per¬ 
haps  thousands  of  new  purchases  — ranging 
from  some  nifty  "mini-hoards"  of  popular 
Morgan  silver  dollars  to  one-of-a-kind  (in 
our  stock)  early  gold  coins.  Each  has  been 
carefully  inspected  by  Mark  Borckardt  and 
Gordon  Wrubel  (our  main  buyers)  and  other 
staffers,  to  be  sure  that  not  only  is  the  "num¬ 
ber"  okay,  but,  even  more  important,  it  is 
pleasing  to  our  eye  — a  very  nice  representa¬ 
tive  of  its  grade  level. 

This  issue  is  a  virtual  plethora  of  excit¬ 
ing  coins  for  all  collecting  interests  and  bud¬ 
gets,  surrounded  by  interesting  articles  and 
features  for  your  entertainment,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  book  section  from  which  you  can 
build  a  significant  numismatic  library. 

We  are  just  seconds  away  from  you  by 
toll-free  call.  Gail  Watson,  Debbie 
McDonald,  Gordon  Wrubel,  and  Mary  Tocci 
stand  ready  to  take  your  call,  backed  by  the 
rest  of  our  staff  who  make  customer  service 
number  one  on  their  "to-do"  list. 

Thanks  for  being  a  client! 

Happy  Collecting! 

Q.  David  Bowers,  President 
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Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand  For¬ 
mat'1  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized),  and 
special  offers  and  mailings.  A  value  of  over  $200  if 
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Colonial,  Copper  &  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  early  American  and 
related  issues.  We  really  enjoy  "colonials,"  as  the  field 
is  generally  known.  Time  was,  in  the  1950s,  when  only 
a  handful  of  American  numismatists  were  seriously 
interested  in  the  series.  Today  in  the  year  2000,  interest 
is  very  wide  —  perhaps  challenging  the  point  at  which 
there  will  be  more  collectors  than  there  are,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  total  specimens  of  1652  Pine  Tree  shillings! 

At  the  recent  ANA  Convention  we  heard  of  a 
mini-hoard  of  Kentucky  tokens  that  was  found,  seem¬ 
ingly  a  few  months  ago,  comprising  eight  pieces  — we 
learned  of  it  too  late/for  it  had  been  sold.  Such  little 
groups  are  fun  to  buy,  and  over  the  years  we  have 
had  more  than  our  share  of  such  opportunities. 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and  early 
American  coins  includes  many  different  issues.  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport 
as  any  to  gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that, 
Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins  offers  much  information  between  two 
covers,  and  at  a  reasonable  price  (check  our  Books  for 
Sale  section).  Further,  if  your  interest  becomes  spe¬ 
cialized,  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  monographs 
and  studies,  some  of  which  are  out  of  print  and  oth¬ 
ers  which  are  easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  interested 
in  history,  an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's 
1875  work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  available  in  re¬ 
print  form. 

(Ca.  1672-1694)  London  Elephant  Token.  Thick 
Planchet.  Breen-186.  Hodder-2-B.  Rarity -4.  F-12 
(PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  with  some  inconsequen¬ 
tial  planchet  fissures.  Struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die  as  the  famous  (and  multiples  more  expensive) 
New  England  and  Carolina  Elephant  tokens,  the 
London  Elephant  tokens  are  frequently  included  in 
collections  of  U.S.  colonials  and  have  been  for  over 
a  century.  No  one  is  quite  sure  of  the  reason  for 
their  release  or  even  their  value  at  the  time  of  strik¬ 
ing,  but  its  evocative  design  and  enigmatic  legends 
have  made  this  one  of  the  most  popular  colonial 
issues.  This  specimen  has  a  very  attractive  appear¬ 
ance  and  is  a  bargain  at . 479 

Lovely  1723  Hibernia  Halfpenny 
1723  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  MS-64  RB 

(PCGS).  Lovely  surfaces  with  the  reverse  nearly 
full  red.  A  splendid  coin! . 1,545 


Lustrous  1723  Hibernia  Farthing 
Somewhat  Scarce 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-169.  D:G: 
REX.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  common  coin  in  lower 
grades,  but  somewhat  scarce  in  Mint  State.  Very 

attractive  overall . 1,750 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-172.  DEI. 
GRATIA.  REX.  11  Harp  Strings.  MS-64  BN 

(PCGS) . 1,295 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-172.  DEI. 
GRATIA.  REX.  11  Harp  Strings.  MS-62  BN 

(PCGS) . 675 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-172.  DEL  GRA¬ 
TIA.  REX.  12  Harp  Strings.  AU-58  (PCGS).  ..  395 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-172.  DEI.  GRA¬ 

TIA.  REX.  EF-45.  An  attractive  example  with 
traces  of  lustre  remaining . 385 

1724  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-177. 10  Harp 

Strings  EF-40.  At  least  10  times  harder  to  find 
than  the  issues  dated  1723,  and  also  scarcer  than 
those  of  1722 .  995 

1724  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-175. 10  Harp 

Strings.  VF-20 .  395 

1760  Voce  Populi.  Breen-221,  Z-2a.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 845 

1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Crosby-1  A.  Large  US, 
Pointed  Rays.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  nice  well  centered 
example  of  this  popular  issue . 895 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  Crosby-3b.  Pointed  Rays. 

EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,095 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lovely  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces . 995 

The  dies  for  the  Massachusetts  cent  (and  half  cent,  for  that 
matter)  were  engraved  by  Jacob  Perkins  of  Newburyport, 
Massachusetts,  who  is  also  well  known  to  philatelists  as  the 
engraver  of  the  plates  for  the  first  postage  stamp,  the  British 
"Penny  Black." 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  33.39-S.l. 
Draped  Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Light  brown.  Some 
planchet  flaws  are  noted  for  accuracy,  and  priced 
accordingly . 539 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-18M.  Bridle  variety. 

VF-20  (PCGS) . 595 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Plain  edge.  AU-50 
(PCGS) . 495 

1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  Cent 
1791  Washington  cent.  Small  eagle.  Baker-16.  Breen- 
1217.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  classic  issue-one  of  the 
best  known  Washington  tokens  of  the  era.  1,495 
Undated  Washington  Double  Head  Cent.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Very  attractive  surfaces.  Hardly  ever  seen 
this  nice! . 995 


Washingtoniana  note:  A  few  \  ears  ago  we  purchased  rn 
bloc  the  Dr.  Irving  Schuster  Collection  of  Washington  tokens 
and  medals -quite  possibly  the  largest  such  collection  ever 
formed,  especially  of  Wth-century  issues  (the  duplicate*  consti¬ 
tuted  a  large  part  of  the  marvelous  offering  bv  (ack  Collins 
some  years  back).  The  collection  is  basically  that  formed  bv 
F.C.C.  Boyd  and  others,  augmented  by  John  |  Ford,  |r ,  then 
sold  to  Dr.  Schuster. 

We  have  had  all  good  intentions  of  bringing  the  col¬ 
lection  to  market  in  a  series  of  auctions,  but  that 
unexpandable  commodity,  time,  has  intervened  Thus,  we 
might  consider  selling  the  collection  en  bloc  to  someone 
interested;  the  price  would  have  to  be  calculated,  but 
would  probably  be  in  the  low'  several  hundred  thousands 
of  dollars. 

1783  Washington.  Unity  States.  Copper.  VF-30 
(PCGS).  A  lovely  glossy  brown  specimen  of  this 
popular  issue . 189 

1795  T,  A  &  L  Cent 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A 
nice  example.  Many  of  these  pieces  remained 
undistributed  and  were  purchased  bv  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  and  used  for  the  cutting  out  of 
planchets  for  half  cents . 1,595 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  AU-58  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  rich  oak  brown  with  a  hint  of  lustre  faded 
from  original  color.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  a 
popular  early  American  issue . 775 

While  we  think  this  nice  specimen  is  a  bargain,  the  U.S 


Gail  Watson 


Gail  is  our  sales  director,  often  the 
friendly  voice  you  hear  when  vou  call 
our  Direct  Sales  Department. 
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Mint  s  price  paid  tor  T  A.  L  cents  was  even  better:  18  cents  per 
pound. 

1795  Washington  Grate  token,  Large  Buttons,  Let¬ 
tered  Edge.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rich  deep  chocolate 
brown  faded  from  original  color.  Prices  for 
Washingtonia,  collected  in  America  as  long  as 
there  has  been  collecting  in  America,  are  in  many 
cases  lower  in  real  terms  today  than  they  were  in 
the  1870s.  The  present  specimen  has  no  doubt 
been  preserved  in  numismatic  cabinets  for  most 

of  its  life . 1,195 

1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman-3D.  Rarity-5.  Club  rays.  F- 
12.  Attractive  two-tone  chocolate  brown 
patination  with  glossy  devices.  Above-average  for 
this  Machin's  Mills  issue . 345 

Lovely  Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1787  Fugio  cent.  N-13X.  R-3.  Pointed  rays.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Choice  lustrous  chocolate  brown.  Few 
planchet  fissures  for  an  issue  that  usually  comes 
on  absolutely  wretched  planchet  stock.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  from  the  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard,  which 
was  brought  to  light  in  1856  and  principally  in¬ 
cluded  Uncirculated  specimens  of  Newman  8-B, 
8-X,  11-X,  12-X,  and  13-X,  though  a  few  other  va¬ 
rieties  were  included  in  small  numbers.  A  superb 
specimen  of  the  first  officially  authorized  United 
States  coin . 2,850 

Half  Cents 

This  denomination  provides  a  wonderful  series  for 
the  collector  interested  in  early  issues  of  our  nation. 
Beginning  in  the  very  first  year  of  coinage  at  the  young 
Philadelphia  Mint,  these  small  coins  were  struck  inter¬ 
mittently  through  1857.  Although  specialists  have 
spent  large  sums  collecting  varieties  in  higher  grade 
and  Proof-only  issues,  a  nice  representation  of  dates 
and  types  can  be  acquired  for  a  modest  sum. 

Aside  from  Walter  Breen's  essential  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia  o/U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  other  important 
references  include  the  same  author's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents,  1793-1857,  and  American 
Half  Cents  by  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.  Both  specialized 
volumes  serve  the  collector,  Walter  Breen's  for  the 
specialist  contains  virtually  everything  you  may 
want  to  know  about  the  denomination;  Roger 
Cohen's  for  the  less  advanced  collector,  concentrates 
on  circulation  strike  varieties.  A  more  recent  entry  is 
The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  by  Ronald  P.  Manley, 
directed  at  the  advanced  student,  however,  also  con¬ 
taining  valuable  information  for  the  more  casual 
variety  collector 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rittenhouse  Society, 


your  editor  had  a  nice  conversation  with  David  T. 
Alexander,  sitting  next  to  me  — and  we  both  recalled 
that  the  days  in  which  half  cent  collectors  were  polar¬ 
ized  —  many  if  not  most  stood  by  the  Cohen  book  or 
the  Breen  book,  but  not  both  books,  and  detested  the 
one  that  was  not  their  favorite.  Today,  most  collectors 
use  both. 

1795  Breen-la,  Cohen-1.  Lettered  Edge,  With  Pole. 
Rarity-2.  VF-25.  Hard  glossy  light  brown  and 
ruddy  surfaces  with  a  planchet  flaw  at  11:00  on 
obverse  and  priced  accordingly.  Nice  for  the 
grade  and  full  of  eye  appeal . 1,075 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  C-l.  Die  State  III.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Simply  put,  an 
outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive.  The  glossy 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of  red  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely  near¬ 
gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 
grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 6,350 

Most  Mint  State  1800  half  cents  survive  due  to  two  hoards. 
The  first  was  recovered  early  in  this  century  while  the  second 
was  found  in  Boston  in  the  late  1930s.  Prior  to  the  discovery  of 
these  hoards,  Uncirculated  half  cents  of  this  coinage  date  were 
considered  rare  as  noted  by  Frossard  in  his  1879  monograph 
on  the  denomination. 

1826  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  medium  brown  sur¬ 


faces . 195 

1826  B-2b,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 89 


Gem  Proof  1831  Half  Cent  Rarity 


1831  B-2.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
of  the  "First  Restrike"  1831  half  cent,  with  the  re¬ 
verse  of  1836.  This  variety  is  only  known  in  Proof 
quality,  with  most  examples  of  considerably  lower 
aesthetic  appeal  than  that  offered  here.  Struck  after 
the  production  of  1836  Proof  half  cents  sharing  the 
same  reverse  die,  the  latter  coins  considered  Origi¬ 
nals,  were  actually  struck  in  1836 .  24,950 

The  1836  dated  coins  have  perfect  reverse  dies  while  these 
1831  restrikes  have  a  cracked  reverse  die.  In  his  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents,  author  Walter  Breen  listed  26  ex¬ 
amples  from  this  die  pair;  however,  we  suspect  some  of  these 
may  have  represented  duplication,  with  perhaps  just  20  dis¬ 
tinct  examples  known.  In  addition,  he  listed  nine  Originals  in 
Proof  and  another  fiveSecond  Restrikeexamples,  bringing  the 
total  Proof  population  of  this  date  to  just  over  30  coins. 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium 


brown  surfaces . 259 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 289 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous . 289 

1853  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Very  attractive . 345 

1855  B-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 1,295 


For  many  years  at  Empire  Coin  Co.,  Inc.,  the  writer  and 
James  F.  Ruddy  would  buy  each  and  every  "nice"  Braided 
Hair  half  cent  1849-1857  offered  to  us,  in  VF,  EF,  or  AU  grade, 
provided  that  the  price  enabled  a  profit  to  be  made.  Sometimes 
we  would  accumulate  a  half  dozen  or  so  of  a  given  date,  but 
they  would  soon  be  sold.  And  so  it  is  today.  We  buy  such 
pieces  when  we  can,  never  gaining  much  of  an  inventory,  as 
they  sell  quickly. 

Today,  it  would  seem  that  putting  together  a  full  set  of 
circulation  strike  issues  of  the  Braided  Hair  half  certt  would  be 
a  fascinating  pursuit— one  for  you  to  give  a  try!  Here  are  the 
varieties  you  need,  none  of  them  being  particularly  expensive: 
1849  Large  Date,  1850, 1851, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856,  and  1857. 

Large  Cents 

The  large  copper  cents  struck  from  1793  to  1857 
have  always  been  popular,  even  back  to  the  1860s  and 
before.  In  fact,  a  very  well-known  item  among  numis¬ 
matic  literature  collectors  is  the  first  "auction 
catalogue"  issued  by  dealer  Edward  Cogan,  listing 
large  cents  sold  by  him  at  sealed  bid  in  1858.  More 
research  has  been  conducted  and  more  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  about  large  cents  than  perhaps  any  other 
denomination  of  American  coin. 

A  wonderful  organization,  the  Early  American 
Coppers  Club  (which  publishes  an  excellent  newslet¬ 
ter,  Penny-Wise,  edited  by  Dr.  Harry  Salyards)  is 
central  to  this  interest  and  provides  comments  from 
research  findings  of  importance  to  casual  observa¬ 
tions  of  late-night  gabfests  about  old  coppers.  In  the 
most  recent  issue  there  was  an  inside  view  of  the  Tom 
Morley  "taxicab  episode,"  which  earlier  reached  print 
somewhat  as  follows:  Morley,  a  cent  aficionado  and 
an  all-around  great  fellow,  had  purchased  a  group  of 
early  copper  cents  from  our  Garrett  Collection  sale 
(one  of  a  series  of  four  we  held  1979-1981).  After  the 
sale,  he  took  a  cab  to  the  airport,  but  — very  unfortu¬ 
nately-left  in  the  cab  a  package  with  his  prized 
cents.  Later,  the  taxicab  driver  found  the  package,  got 
in  touch  with  Tom,  and  returned  the  cents  — a  testi¬ 
monial  to  the  nice  side  of  human  nature.  There  is  an 
entirely  different  story  in  the  most  recent  issue  of 
Penny-Wise  related  by  Dr.  Salyards. 

In  general,  the  collecting  specialties  within  the 
large  copper  cent  series  are  as  follows: 

1793-1814:  The  series  of  coppers  covered  in  detail 
by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon's  1949  work,  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  Cents,  and  its  revision  in  1958,  Penny  Whimsy  (by 
Sheldon,  updated  by  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Dorothy  1. 
Paschal).  Cents  are  attributed  by  "S"  numbers  per 
Sheldon.  Rarities  include  1793, 1799  (especially),  and 
1804.  The  most  varied  single  date  is  1794,  which  com¬ 
prises  65  different  die  varieties  and  combinations.  The 
forthcoming  massive  study  of  the  series  by  the  late 
Walter  Breen,  edited  by  Mark  Borckardt,  will  make 
much  more  information  available. 

1816-1839:  These  are  the  so-called  "middle  date 
cents,  a  range  that  includes  no  great  rarities  (so  far  as 
basic  dates  are  concerned,  although  some  die  varieties 
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are  rare).  Several  different  portraits  are  found,  includ¬ 
ing  the  homely  (or  beautiful,  depending  upon  your 
viewpoint;  we  like  the  image)  Matron  Head  first  used 
in  1816  and  several  interesting  heads  of  the  1835-1839 
era  by  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  Classification  of 
these  cents  as  well  as  later  19th-century  dates  is  to 
Howard  R.  Newcomb's  book,  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857. 

1839-1857:  The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  Head  tvpe, 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  All  dates  are  inexpensive  and 
highly  collectible. 

There  are  many  other  fine  books  available,  in¬ 
cluding  those  by  William  Noyes,  John  Wright,  and 
Bob  Grellman,  to  give  a  short  list. 

The  beautiful  part  of  cent  collecting  is  that  while 
gem  Mint  State  coins  are  nice  to  have,  there  are  so  few 
of  them  around  that  most  specialists  opt  for  such 
grades  as  Fine,  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

From  the  looks  of  things,  we  need  to  buy  a  heck  of  a 
lot  of  large  copper  cents.  They've  been  selling  like  they 
are  going  out  of  style!  Here  is  what  we  have  for  sale: 

1798  Sheldon-166.  Second  Hair  Style,  Large  8.  VF-25. 

(PCGS).  The  so-called  Whisker  Variety,  from  a  tiny 
hairlike  die  defect  under  Miss  Liberty's  chin.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  date  and  vari¬ 
ety . 1,195 

♦. 

1798  Large  Cent  S-179 


1798  S-179.  Second  Hair  Style.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  very 
attractive  specimen  with  beautiful  brown  surfaces 
and  traces  of  red.  Extraordinary  condition!  In  fact, 

an  extraordinary  coin! . 6,250 

1803  S-249.  Corrected  Fraction,  1/100  over  1/000.  VF- 
35  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  the  popular  error 
fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown  with  plenty 
of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,175 

Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Frac¬ 
tion.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in 
any  grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  of¬ 
fered  here.  An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again 
and  again  when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 1,995 


Exceptional  1809  Large  Cent 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 
owner.  Hardly  ever  found  this  nice . 9,500 

An  auction  survey  of  the  Classic  Head  cents  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Pete  Smith  as  part  of  his  study  of  these  coins  and  was 
published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  as  part  of  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  series.  His  study  in¬ 
cluded  over  250  auction  catalogues  from  1975  through  1984 
and  included  the  appearance  of  707  examples  of  the  type.  Of 
these,  78  represented  this  variety,  the  only  die  variety  for  the 
year  1809.  Just  three  appearances  were  graded  Mint  State. 

Sharp  1814  Large  Cent 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Classic  Head  large  cent  for  your 
date  or  type  collection.  Glossy  steel  brown  with  a 
splash  of  faded  mint  red  on  the  reverse . 3,295 

1819  Newcomb-8.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (NGC). 

Lustrous  red  and  brown.  An  attractive  Randall 
Hoard  cent . 1,050 

Popular  and  Choice  1820/19  Overdate 

1820/19  N-3.  Small  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  red.  Popular 
overdate  crossing  two  decades . 1,450 

1820  N-13  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  (PCGS) . 1,295 

Marvelous  AU  1821  Cent 


1821  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  marvelous  coin -a  very  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  top  several  rarest  issues  in  the 
1816-1857  late-date  cent  range . 4,250 


Attractive  1823  Restrike  Cent 
1823  Restrike.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  in  most 
areas,  with  attractive  light  brown  toning.  A  verv 
high  quality  specimen  of  this  fascinating  coin  —  a 
variety  born  under  unrecorded  circumstances  in 
the  early  1860s,  and  which  furnished  the  sub|ect 
for  a  talk  by  our  own  Mark  Borckardt  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  ’s  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference  a  few  years  ago . 1 ,695 

There  are  a  few  hundred  1823  restrike  cents  in  numis¬ 
matic  hands— enough  that  |ust  about  anv  motivated  buvercan 
own  one.  The  piece  offered  here  is  far  above  average  in 
quality  —  reflective  of  the  effort  we  expend  to  track  down  nice 
coins. 

After  large  copper  cents  were  last  minted  in  1857,  there 
arose  a  popular  passion  for  collecting  them  It  soon  developed 
that  of  all  of  the  later  dates,  the  era  1816-1857,  the  1823  was  bv 
far  the  hardest  to  find  (second  hardest  w'as  1821,  but  at  a 
distance).  An  old  1823  cent  die,  rusted  and  cracked,  was 
found-  possibly  in  the  hands  of  Joseph).  Micklev,  the  Warner 
family,  or  one  or  another  of  the  Philadelphians  w'ho  owned  old 
dies  —  rescued  from  the  Mint's  practice  of  selling  such  items  as 
"scrap  iron."  Apparently,  this  was  a  single  die-writh  no 
matching  reverse.  However,  a  generally  similar  reverse  was 
found,  from  an  earlier-dated  cent  (as  later  students  of  die 
varieties  would  determine).  These  dies  were  mated,  and  re¬ 
strikes  were  made. 

With  the  prominent  obverse  die  crack,  raised  areas  of  the 
coin  from  rust  in  the  dies,  later  polish  marks,  etc.,  the  1823 
restrike  w'ould  deceive  hardlv  anyone.  In  time,  rather  than 
being  a  substitute  for  an  1823  cent  in  a  specialized  collection, 
the  restrike  was  collected  as  such  in  its  owm  right.  For  many 
years  the  1823  restrike  has  had  its  own  listing  in  the  Guide  Book 
and  virtually  all  numismatists  who  collect  cents  of  the  1820s 
either  own  one  or  hope  to  someday. 

1826  N-7  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  medium 

brown  surfaces . 1,195 

1848  N-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces . 595 

1851  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with 

lots  of  mint  red  evident . 975 

1853  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces.  329 

1853  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lovely  brown  surfaces . 139 

1854  N-21.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lovely  red 

and  brown  surfaces . 995 

1855  N-4.  Upright  55.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Wonderful 

eye  appeal . 1,295 

Gem  Red  1855  Cent 


1855  N-4.  Upright  55.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  Marvelous  appearance!  Marvelous 

quality!  Wow! . 2,395 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  1  ustrous 
brown  surfaces . 995 
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Special  Pre-Publication  Offer! 
Long  Awaited  and  Soon  Ready! 


•  « 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 

United  States  Cents, 


1793  - 1814 


Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Large  cent  collectors  have  been  awaiting  this  announcement  for 
several  years.  Presented  in  a  single  volume  is  all  pertinent  information 
regarding  the  history  of  early  large  cents  and  data  about  every  variety. 

This  895-page  hardbound  illustrated  volume  provides  enlarged  pho¬ 
tographs,  descriptions,  rarity  information,  die  state  data,  and  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  information  (provided  by  Del  Bland)  about  every  die 
variety  for  the  period  covered.  Included  are  new  varieties  never 
before  published  in  a  book-length  study.  Historical  information  tor 
each  coinage  year  is  presented,  along  with  quick  attribution  keys 
and  additional  die-linked  plates  in  the  style  of  Dr.  William  H. 

Sheldon’s  earlier  reference  on  the  subject. 

Including  a  survey  of  past  literature  and  a  special  section  on 
the  minting  process  created  by  numismatic  scholar  Craig 
Sholley,  this  volume  describes  all  die  varieties  within  each 
year,  numbering  345  marriages,  13  additional  sub-varieties, 
and  three  restrikes.  Varieties  are  presented  in  a  new  emission 
sequence  and  numbering  order  proposed  by  the  author.  Never 
before  has  this  much  information  about  the  series  been  included 
in  a  single  volume. 

Publication  is  expected  in  February  2000. 

To  reserve  your  copy,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card  number.  Or  mail,  fax, 
or  e-mail  your  order  to  Mary  at  the  address  below. 

Regular  Hardbound  edition:  S89.95 — Special  Pre-publication  price:  $65.00 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR-999 

Deluxe  Hardbound  edition:  S149.95 — Special  Pre-publication  price:  $105.00 
Add  S5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR-999-A 

Leather-Bound  Presentation  copy:  $325.00 — Special  Pre-publication  price:  $235.00 
Stock  No.  BBR-999-B 

This  special,  numbered  edition  is  available  on  a  subscription  basis  and  is  strictly  limited  to  orders  received  prior  to  12/31  /2(JUU. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  Universe™  Company 

Box  1224,  Wolfcboro,  NH  03894.  To  Order  Call  1-800-222-5993,  In  NH  569-5095,  FAX  603-569-5319 
w  ww.bowersandmcrcna.com.  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmercna.com 
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Small  Cents 

_ Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Outstanding  1856  Flying  Eagle  Rarity 


1856  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  rich  bronze  barely 
faded  from  original  color  still  retains  its 
reflectivity  and  flash.  Endlessly  popular  as  the 
first  small  cent,  the  famous  key  to  the  most  col¬ 
lected  denomination.  This  specimen  is  choice  and 
original  and  will  no  doubt  be  the  centerpiece  of  a 
lucky  collector's  holdings . 16,500 

Another  Desirable  1856  Flying  Eagle  Classic 


1856  Proof-62  (NGC).  Lovely  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 9,950 

MS-65  1858  L.L.  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Becoming  very  hard  to  find  in  gem  Mint 
State  such  as  here  offered . 3,750 


Gem  1858  L.L.  Cent 


1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely,  lustrous 

surfaces.  A  splendid  gem . 3,750 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal 
with  rich  color  and  unbroken  lustre . 750 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  long  been  a  popular  se¬ 
ries,  but  never  as  much  so  as  today.  The  market  has 
changed  over  the  years,  and  this  series  seems  to  have 
"come  of  age."  Even  still,  there  are  many  excellent 
opportunities,  especially  when  searching  for  rare  va¬ 
rieties.  As  always,  we  recommend  cherrypicking  for 


quality.  We  do  this  when  we  buy  for  stock  and  rec¬ 
ommend  that  you  do  the  same.  When  you  compare 
price,  do  not  forget  to  compare  quality  as  well.  Over 
a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with  a  penchant 
for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just  what  they 
have  hoped  for. 

Our  current  listing  includes  numerous  lovely 
Mint  State  and  Proof  examples,  including  scarce  date 
issues. 

To  our  way  of  thinking  there  are  many  excellent 
values  to  be  found  among  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins 
with  red-brown  and  brown  surfaces,  as  these  are  of¬ 
ten  priced  at  far  less  than  "red"  coins,  but  can  be 
nearly  as  beautiful. 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  "must  have"  type  coin . 925 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  a  beautiful 
subtle  blend  of  red,  gold,  and  lustrous  bronze.  445 
1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal.  An  exception¬ 
ally  nice  specimen  of  this  Civil  War  date . 845 

1864  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  350 

1867  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 379 

1868  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Beautiful  chocolate  brown 

faded  from  original  mint  color  mixed  with  mottled 
red.  Excellent  eye  appeal  for  this  low-mintage  In¬ 
dian  and  unlikely  to  remain  long  at . 529 

Enticing  Gem  1870  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  mostly  red 

surfaces . 1,495 

1871  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 1,295 

1871  EF-45  (PCGS) . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometimes  seen 
on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  with  a  halo 

of  mint  red  at  the  periphery . 579 

1874  MS-63  RB  (NGC)  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  239 

1875  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  375 

Attractive  1876  Cent 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  1,495 

Lovely  Gem  1876  Cent 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  70%  red  with  light  coppery 

green  faded  from  original  color.  A  beautiful  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  much  sought  after  In¬ 
dian  cent  date  rarity . 1,495 

1877  VF-35  (PCGS).  Sharp  with  medium  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  A  lovely  specimen  at  this  grade  level.  Al¬ 
ways  in  demand . 995 

1877  VG-10  (NGC).  Medium  brown  surfaces . 895 

1877  G-6  (PCGS).  A  very  nice  example . 525 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 295 

1885  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 229 

1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 

1888  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1903  Proof-63  RD.  Lustrous  red.  Lots  of  value. ...  185 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 145 

1909-S  Indian.  F-12  (PCGS).  A  nice  "middle  grade' 
specimen  of  this  American  classic;  high-grade 
enough  to  show  most  details,  low  grade  enough 
to  cost  only . 525 


Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are  the  tirst 
series  collected,  especially  among  young  collectors 
For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a  serious  spe¬ 
cialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent  collection  is 
replaced  by  other  interests.  For  those  in  the  former 
category,  we  have  several  scarce  high-quality  coins  in 
stock,  and  are  always  looking  for  more  nice  examples 
For  those  in  the  latter  category,  take  a  look  at  a  couple 
of  the  popular  key-dates,  such  as  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  or 
1955  Doubled  Die.  Never  collected  this  series  before? 
Discover  many  less  expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David 
Lange  (who  at  the  recent  ANA  Convention  was 
working  as  hard  as  anyone  we  saw  there).  This  guide 
tells  you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know 
about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of 
things  you  probably  never  dreamed  of  asking  about! 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown.  The  classic  Lincoln  cent  raritv.  A  nice  scene 
in  coin-dealing  heaven  would  be  to  buy  a  hoard 
of  a  hundred  of  these!  They  would  probably  sell 

before  we  had  the  chance  to  list  them . 1,279 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown.  A  beauty!  This  piece  is  very  close  to 

gem . 1,279 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (NGC) . 635 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 635 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-25 . 615 

1909-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  with 

mellowed  red  dominating  its  choice  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Nice  and  original . 429 
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1910  Matte  Proof-bb  RB  (PCGS).  Original  red  fades 
into  autumnal  tones.  Bright,  choice,  and  attrac¬ 


tive . 1,075 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1910  Cent 
1910  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red,  and 
rare  so  bright!  An  exceptional  specimen! ...  1,795 
1911-D  MS-62  RD.  Brilliant . 395 


1912  Matte  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Deep  violet  and 
faded  red  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  An  excellent 
specimen  for  those  assembling  a  set  of  the  Matte 
Proof  Lincolns  or  a  neat  "spice"  piece  for  a  set  of 
circulation  strikes.  Scarce  this  nice . 775 

1912  Matte  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lovely  deep  violet 

and  blue  mingles  with  faded  original  color  and 
red.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  popular  Matte 
Proof  Lincolns,  though  we  note  a  tiny  spot  of  ton¬ 
ing  at  Lincoln's  hairline.  Appealing . 375 

1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rar¬ 
ity.  Available  easily  enough  in  low  grades,  but  at 
this  level  a  rarity  of  significant  import . 1,295 

1913  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  fresh.  .  375 

Gem  1914-D  Cent 


1914-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen.  Of  all 
Lincoln  cent  mintmark  varieties,  the  1914-D  is  the 
most  desired.  The  1909-S  V.D.B.  has  a  lower  mint¬ 
age,  but  specimens  were  saved  in  fair  numbers  due 
to  the  novelty  of  the  design.  By  1914,  the  novelty 
had  passed,  and  1914-D  coins  slipped  unnoticed 
into  general  circulation.  Today,  probably  only  a 
few  hundred  specimens  exist  equivalent  to  the  coin 
we  offer  here.  When  you  consider  that  millions  of 
people  just  loi’e  Lincoln  cents,  it  is  evident  that,  in¬ 
deed,  here  is  an  opportunity! . 6,695 


1915  Proof  Cent  Rarity 


1915  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces  with  mostly  red.  Very  rare  in  this 
grade  — or  even  close  to  it!  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  and  specialist . 2,895 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 495 

1916-S  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Choice  chocolate  brown 
with  much  original  red  and  an  excellent  full 
strike.  A  supremely  attractive  specimen,  nearly 


impossible  to  find  this  fine . 995 

191 8-D  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  brown . 99 

1 921  -S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 1,295 


Splendid  1922  "No  D"  Cent 


1922  No  D.  AU-50  (NGC) . 3,750 

Choice  1922  "No  D"  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Choice  glossy  surfaces.  A 
"must  have"  variety  for  many  advanced  Lincoln 


cent  specialists . 1,645 

1925  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  red  and  lustrous....  99 

1928  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1929  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1930  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1931  MS-66  RD.  Brilliant . 199 

1932-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1936  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1936-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1949-S  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 


Marvelous  Gem  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
example  of  this  rare  cent.  The  story  of  this  cent,  as 
written  in  1964,  is  given  below.  Since  that  time  a 
lot  of  water  has  passed  under  the  numismatic 
bridge,  and  the  1955  Doubled  Die,  never  easy  to 
find  in  gem  preservation,  has  become  rarer  yet  — 
what  with  specimens  having  been  cleaned,  etc.  In 
the  present  era,  several  years  may  elapse  between 
our  offering  of  a  piece  such  as  we  now  present - 
purchased  by  Gordon  Wrubel,  who  is  as  "fussy" 
as  all  get-out!  Here  is  a  marvelous  coin  —  not  inex¬ 
pensive,  but  where  could  you  (or  we?)  find  an¬ 
other?  . 27,500 

In  1964  Dave  Bowers'  first  book  Coins  and  Collector  was 
published.  Since  that  time  it  has  gone  through  multiple  print¬ 
ings  and  has  sold  at  least  tens  of  thousands  of  copies  through 
our  own  efforts,  perhaps  even  over  a  hundred  thousand  (we 
don't  know,  as  for  a  few  years  Crown  Publishers  put  out  its 
own  edition  of  this  classic  and  sold  it  everywhere,  but  we  don't 
recall  how  many  they  printed). 

One  of  the  stories  had  to  do  with  the  1955  Doubled  Die 
cent,  and  we  reprint  it  herewith: 

"Yes,  coins  are  where  you  find  them...  and  that's  some¬ 
times  in  circulation.  One  day  in  1955  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
a  coinage  die  was  being  prepared  for  a  hub.  In  the  course  of 
impressing  the  working  die  with  the  hub  die  several  times,  a 
slight  misalignment  occurred.  The  result  was  a  1955  cent  die 
with  the  letters  and  numbers  on  the  front  of  the  coin  all  being 
doubled.  Instead  of  reading  'IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,'  the  famous 
1955  Doubled  Die  (as  they  came  to  be  known)  reads  TINN 
GGOODD  WWEE  TTRRUUSSTT.' 

"On  that  particular  day  several  presses  were  coining 
cents,  dumping  the  coins  into  a  box  where  they  were  then 


collected  and  mixed  with  the  cents  from  other  coining  presses 
Late  in  the  afternoon  a  mint  inspector  noticed  the  bizarre 
doubled  cents  and  removed  the  offending  die  By  that  time 
somewhat  over  40,000  cents  had  been  produced,  about  24,000 
of  which  had  been  mixed  with  normal  cents  from  other  presses 
The  decision  was  made  to  destroy  the  cents  still  in  the  box  and 
to  release  into  circulation  the  24,000  or  so  pieces  which  were 
mixed  with  other  cents.  This  momentous  decision  was  to  have 
an  untold  effect  on  numismatics.  The  coins  which  were 
nonchalantly  released  into  circulation  subsequently  attained  a 
value  of  several  hundred  dollars  each! 

"These  Doubled  Die  1955  cents  were  first  noticed  bv 
collectors  later  in  the  same  year  when  they  began  showing  up 
in  upstate  New  York  and  in  Massachusetts,  particularly  in  the 
Boston  area.  A  friend  who  operated  a  coin  store  recalls  being 
offered  these  freaks  for  a  quarter  apiece.  Fearful  of  accumulat¬ 
ing  too  large  a  quantity,  he  stopped  buying  them  when  he  had 
a  dozen  or  so  on  hand!  While  this  may  seem  remarkable  in 
today's  market  of  high  values,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  in 
1955  oddities  were  not  widely  collected  and  freaks  were  often 
sold  for  less  than  a  normal  coin.  News  articles  in  the  various 
collecting  publications  began  to  whet  collectors'  interest.  The 
price  climbed  to  $1.00  per  coin  and  then  to  $2.00,  and  it  seemed 
that  everyone  wanted  one. 

"In  1958  an  Empire  Coin  Company  advertisement  offer¬ 
ing  Uncirculated  1955  Doubled  Die  cents  for  $7.50  each  brought 
in  dozens  of  orders...  far  more  orders  than  we  had  coins  on 
hand.  The  demand  was  on!  During  ensuing  years  the  price 
climbed  to  $20.00,  $40.00,  $95.00,  $150.00  and  on  past  $200.00. 
The  visitor  to  a  Boston  coin  shop  would  see  an  enlarged 
photograph  of  a  1955  double  die  cent  in  the  window  with  the 
current  buying  price  posted  nearby.  Hundreds  of  people  in 
the  New  York-Massachusetts  area  looked  through  their  pocket 
change  and  suddenly  found  themselves  many  dollars  richer. 
One  man  in  Greene,  New  York  found  17  specimens!  A  nun  in 
a  convent  near  Boston  found  one  coin,  sold  it  for  $20.00,  and 
then  found  another.  In  this  way  several  thousand  1 955  Doubled 
Die  cents  have  turned  up  over  the  years." 

Rare  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
brown.  A  very  nice  combination  of  high  grade 

with  reasonable  price . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous . 949 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brick  red  and 
deeply  lustrous.  A  premium  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
pressive  modern  doubled  die . 695 

1972  Double  Die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  red  sur¬ 
faces . 329 

Two-Cent  Pieces 

Help!  Sell  us  some  two-cent  pieces!  At  the  recent 
ANA  Convention,  our  "buying  team"  wrote  as  many 
checks  as  anyone  we  know  —  but,  still,  we  continue  to 
be  in  need  of  high  quality  coins.  Ours  is  a  strange  pro¬ 
fession:  it  is  harder  for  us  to  buy  choice  coins  than  it  is 
to  sell  them! 

1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces. ...  159 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  Blazing.  1,295 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Appealing 
faded  original  color  and  full  lustre.  Popular  and 

choice . 519 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 

coin . 595 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red  on 
the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  an  attractive 
medium  brown . 1,393 
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ISto  Proof  64  RD  (PCGS).  I  he  obverse  has  superb 
deep  red  surfaces  and  the  reverse  is  brick  red  with 


iridescent  highlights . 995 

18b5  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 525 

1865  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 339 

1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 519 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
almost  full  red . 875 


1870  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Obverse  is  nearly  full  red 
with  excellent  lustre  while  the  reverse  is  a  more 
subdued  tone  faded  from  the  original  mint  color, 
perhaps  from  storage  in  a  traditional  coin  cabinet. 
An  absolutely  gorgeous  specimen  with  excellent 
lustre  and  reflectivity.  An  elegant  representative 
of  the  date . 1,350 

Splendid  Red  1870  Proof  Two  Cents 


1870  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Choice  full  red  with  un¬ 
abated  lustre  and  reflective  fields.  Light  toning 
inside  reverse  wreath,  else  absolutely  pristine.  A 
marvelous  specimen  of  this  Proof  issue . 2,350 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1871 


1871  Proof  66  RD  (PCGS).  Flashy  red  with  nice  eye 
appeal.  An  exciting  coin  — one  of  the  finest  we 


have  ever  seen!  Rare!  Rare!  Rare! . 2,795 

1871  MS-62  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 395 


Classic  1873  Proof  Rarity 


1873  Open  3.  Proof-65  RB.  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown.  The  Open  3  variety  is  rare  with  only  500 
minted  according  to  Walter  Breen  (in  reality,  who 
knows?  —  but  the  number  was  small).  A  key  issue 
made  only  in  Proof  format.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  had  in  quite  some  time . 2,995 

Nickel  3<t  Pieces 

This  specialty  comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series, 
from  1865-1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  is¬ 
sues,  however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 


"impossible"  rarities,  coins  which  are  out  of  reach  of 
the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on  condition, 
the  entire  set  can  be  completed  easily  by  the  numis¬ 
matist  with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the 
following  offerings,  remember,  you'll  appreciate  our 
quality  ami  value. 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  the  first  year 


of  issue . 795 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Frosty  1877  Proof  Three  Cents 

1877  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  and  cop¬ 

per  with  frosty  devices  and  heavily  reflective 
fields.  Breen  describes  this  Proof  issue  as  "often 
dull,"  but  this  specimen  is  anything  but!  As  the 
forgotten  in-laws  in  silver  Proof  sets,  much  of  the 
mintage  was  mishandled  or  cast  aside.  This  speci¬ 
men  boasts  excellent  eye  appeal  and  a  choice 
overall  appearance . 1,550 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  on  reflective 

gray  and  coppery  fields.  Tiny  lint  mark  in  left 
obverse  field  as  struck  and  noted  for  accuracy.  An 
excellent  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce  Proof-only 
issue . 785 

1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 395 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three  Cents 

1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  high- 

grade  specimen . 1,695 

1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1880  Proof  64  (PCGS).  Very  attractive . 395 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 915 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

Outstanding  1882  Proof  Gem 

1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  blazing  cameo  with  great 

eye  appeal.  Exceptionally  high  grade! . 1,450 

1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 1,050 

1884  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ever  popular  date 

with  overall  low  mintage,  placing  much  additional 
demand  on  Proofs . 595 

Memorable  Proof-Only  1886  3< 

1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  Proof-only 
issues  in  the  series;  no  related  circulation  strikes 
were  made.  Always  popular.  Exceptionally  high 

grade . 1,450 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
light  champagne  toning.  Nice! . 995 

Silver  3<t  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trimes, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality  for 
the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some  scarce 
dates  in  the  1859-1873  Type  III  series,  particularly  the 
dates  after  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  perse¬ 
verance. 

1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates 
in  the  series  — in  fact,  very  elusive  in  any  grade, 
never  mind  just  Mint  State! . 435 


Very  Rare  Proof  1857  Three-Cent  Silver 
Mintage:  75 


1857  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  reflective  with 

only  very  light  peripheral  color.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  extremely  rare  issue,  though  we  note 
some  minor  mint-made  planchet  defects  for  accu¬ 
racy.  1857  was  the  last  vear  before  Proof  sets  were 
struck  for  issuance  to  the  public  and  as  such  is  an 
important  demarcation  in  the  history  of  Proof 
coinage.  This  is  a  rare  artifact  of  the  "ancien 
regime"  of  United  States  Proof  coinage,  a  rare 
little  coin  that  would  be  very  difficult  to  locate 
finer  and  would  certainly  be  an  impressive  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  silver  three  cents  in  a  high  qual¬ 
ity  type  set . 4,650 

Notable  1858  Trime 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 

men  of  the  last  year  of  the  Type  11  silver  three-cent 
piece.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  Mint  State,  espe¬ 
cially  at  this  level . 1,495 

1858  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  and  attractive  with 
just  a  light  hint  of  peripheral  toning . 195 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more  avail¬ 
able  trime  dates  of  this  era.  Ideal  for  inclusion  in 
a  type  set  to  illustrate  the  Type  III  1859-1873  mo¬ 
tif . 1,050 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 459 

1862  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  original  gunmetal-gray. 

Only  550  pieces  struck . 439 

Beautiful  Gem  1862  Trime 

1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  lustrous  silver  gray  with 
very  subtle  rosy  peripheries.  An  amazing  coin 
with  dies  clashed  so  heavily  it  seems  this  must 
have  been  one  of  the  first  struck  after  the  clash¬ 
ing!  The  fields  are  immaculate  and  the  quality  of 
this  piece  is  simply  impeccable.  This  would 
stand  out  in  a  high-quality  type  set  or  be  an  at¬ 
traction  itself . 1,850 

Gem  Proof  1867  Silver  Three  Cents 


1867  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces.  A  marvelous  specimen  of  this  rare  date  — 
one  of  the  keys  to  the  series . 2,395 

Nickel  5C  Pieces 


_ Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced  during  the 
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continuing  shortage  of  small  denomination  silver 
coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to  use  Fractional 
Currency  notes,  which  soon  became  tattered  and 
torn.  First  introduced  in  1866,  this  denomination  and 
composition  has  been  an  important  part  of  our  circu¬ 
lating  coinage  ever  since. 

Our  offering  is  particularly  rich  in  choice  and  gem 
Proofs! 

1866  Rays  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  iridescent  sur¬ 


faces . 945 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1869  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces . 285 

1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 1,050 


Lustrous  1871  Nickel  Gem 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  gunmetal-gray  with 
golden  highlights  and  full  lustre.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  the  date  with  scattered  die  cracks 
typical  of  this  issue.  A  very  nice  example.  .  1,595 

The  die  cracks  typically  seen  on  Shield  Nickels  and  the 
contemporaneous  three-cent  nickel  issues  result  from  the 
Mint's  inability  to  fashion  dies  strong  enough  to  withstand  the 
strength  of  nickel  planchets  while  striking  with  enough  pres¬ 
sure  to  satisfactorily  impart  the  design.  Nickel,  one  of  the 
world's  hardest  metals,  was  largely  brought  into  the  coinage 
realm  through  the  power  and  political  connections  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  Joseph  Wharton,  a  wealthy  nickel  magnate  and  name¬ 
sake  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania's  Wharton  School  of 
Business. 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 825 

1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  reflective 

with  brilliant  surfaces.  Early  die  state  with 
repunching  plainly  visible  on  1.  A  gem . 845 

1874  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  fully  lustrous  with 

very  subtle  rosy  and  amber  toning . 895 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  very  attractive. .  575 

Elusive  Gem  Proof  1875  Shield  5<t 

1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Incredibly  reflective 

fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  truly  notable 
specimen  of  this  elusive  date . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1875  is  much  scarcer  over¬ 
all  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  A  find  for 
the  specialist . 595 

1879/8  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1879/8  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Flashy  with  hints  of  blue  and 
gold  toning . 1,195 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low- 
mintage  date . 975 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Lovely! . 725 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof!  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  circulation  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  denomination.  .  995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 625 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1883  Shield  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nice  contrast  between 

the  fields  and  devices . 595 


Colonial,  Coppe 


1883  Shield.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

The  Liberty  Head  series  starts  out  with  the  his¬ 
toric  1883  issue  without  CENTS,  and  continues 
through  1912.  A  final  issue,  dated  1913,  is  outside  the 
normal  scope  of  collecting  interest  due  to  its  legend¬ 
ary  rarity  and  unavailability,  although  every  collector 
of  this  series  would  be  pleased  to  own  one. 

By  date  from  1883  through  1912,  the  series  is 
readily  collectible,  with  only  1885,  1886,  and  1912-S 
being  somewhat  rare.  Of  course,  high-quality  pieces 
are  not  easy  to  find  for  any  date  (we  do  the  work  for 
you  and  find  them!). 

Our  listing  comprises  many  different  dates  in  the 
series.  Pick  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Pedigreed 
to  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection . 269 

Rare  and  Popular  1885  in  Proof 

1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  key  date  in  this 

series . 1,475 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  lustrous  silver  gray 

with  a  touch  of  blue  toning.  One  of  the  "semi¬ 
keys"  in  the  Liberty  Head  Nickel  series . 629 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1890  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1891  MS-64.  Lustrous . 239 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates 

in  the  era . 935 

1899  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Nicely  mirrored  fields  with 
frost  on  Miss  Liberty's  portrait,  giving  a  cameo 
effect . 995 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  645 

1900  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 695 

1900  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1903  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptional . 995 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Choice  Proofs  with  nice  eye  appeal  are  very  hard  to 
find.  This  is  one.  Buy  it! . 595 

1904  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  spectrum  sur¬ 

rounds  violet  centers  with  bright  reflective  fields. 
A  choice  gem  with  lots  of  eye  appeal . 725 

1904  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Golden  iridescence . 275 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1906  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  Not 

many  around  this  nice! . 995 

1908  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Very  rare  in  gem  Proof  format  and  preservation 
and,  in  our  opinion,  unbelievably  cheap! . 575 

1909  MS-65  (NGC).  Blazing  lustre . 695 

1910  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  light  cham¬ 

pagne  surfaces.  Cheap  on  today's  market,  in  our 
opinion . 295 

1911  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Gem  Proofs  of  this  era 

are  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  realized . 695 
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1911  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  .  275 

Lovely  Mint  State  1912-S  "V"  Nickel  Key 
1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  Bv 
far  the  lowest  mintage  date  in  the  Liberty  1  lead 
nickels  series,  the  1912-S  is  difficult  to  locate 
choice  in  any  grade.  With  no  Proof  mintage  to 
help  satisfy  collector's  desire  for  sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous  examples,  Uncirculated  specimens  are  very 
avidly  sought  after . 1,895 

Buffalo  Nickels 

- | - 

If  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you'll  love  doing  busi¬ 
ness  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

"Headquarters  for  Choice  Buffalo  Nickels."  We 
could  put  up  a  sign  saying  this,  as  the  series  is  one  of 
our  favorites.  For  many  years,  we  have  made  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  these  coins.  We  invite  you  to  "discover"  our 
inventory  and  tap  it  as  a  source  to  build  your  per¬ 
sonal  collection.  Through  our  portals  have  passed 
some  of  the  nicest  pieces  in  existence. 

We  expend  much  effort  to  acquire  truly  choice 
pieces.  Numerical  grading  and  certification  is  only 
one  part  of  the  equation.  Combining  this  with  choice 
quality  makes  the  search  challenging.  However,  we 
are  up  to  the  challenge,  looking  through  hundreds  of 
pieces  to  find  those  few  that  are  just  right.  And  you 
are  the  beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive  se¬ 
lection-one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an  advanced 
specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order  pieces  which 


A  Brand  New 
2000  Lagniappe! 


Our  lagniappes  have  been  so  popu¬ 
lar  that  we  had  another  designed  just 
for  us.  Designed  and  struck  for  us  by 
The  Patrick  Mint,  the  new  obverse  de¬ 
sign  is  styled  after  a  1793  Libertas 
Americana  token.  This  lagniappe  can 
be  yours  free  with  any  coin  or  book 
order  from  this  issue  totaling  $50  or 
more,  as  long  as  you  request  it  when 
placing  your  order.  Or,  it  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  outright  for  the  low  price  of  just 
$3  (limit  3  per  client) 
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vou  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice  selection  of 
high-quality  pieces  awaits  vou! 

lq13  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 259 

Buffalo-iana:  On  the  California  Trail  out  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,  Missouri,  in  1849,  gold  seekers  headed  for  El  Dorado 
looked  forward  to  seeing  these  animals.  However,  it  was 
usually  a  week  or  two  on  the  journev  before  the  first  ones  were 
seen,  and  then  only  singly  or  in  small  groups.  In  reading 
several  dozen  diaries  of  fortv-niners,  mentions  of  large  herds 
are  few  and  far  between.  Encounters  with  single  buffalo  are 
numerous,  sometimes  resulting  in  injury  to  the  hunter,  as  the 
animals  were  large,  ferocious  when  attacked,  and  seemed  to 
be  bulletproof,  except  for  certain  areas  of  their  anatomy.  Dried 
buffalo  "chips"  made  good  fuel  and  sustained  many  camp¬ 
fires  along  the  Platte  River  and  elsewhere. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  595 
1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  639 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

surfaces . 1,075 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 
light  golden  surfaces  and  a  superb  strike.  A  coin 

of  unassailable  high  quality . 965 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Champagne 
surfaces  and  full  unbroken  lustre.  Choice  for  the 

grade . 1,275 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-58.  Light  gold  surfaces.  395 

Handsome  1914  Proof  Buffalo  Nickel  Rarity 


1914  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  violet  and  pale  am¬ 
ber  on  satiny  surfaces.  Every  detail  is  fully  struck 
and  without  detraction,  making  this  one  of  the 
finest  examples  of  Fraser's  classic  design  we  can 
imagine.  A  prize  for  the  Buffalo  nickel  enthusi¬ 


ast . 2,150 

Another  Lovely  1914  Proof  Nickel 
1914  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  1,595 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gray  with  coppery 

highlights . 89 

1914-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 95 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces . 99 

1916  MS-63.  Brilliant.  . . 65 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 985 

191 7-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 


Rare  1918/7-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


1918/7-D.  VF-35  (NGC).  Attractive  light  surfaces.  A 
very  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous  overdate 
rarity.  You'll  like  the  quality . 2,950 


Nice  Original  Gem  1918  5C 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially'  beautiful 

specimen  from  a  fine  old-time  collection.  Prob¬ 
ably  acquired  at  or  near  the  time  of  issue,  and  kept 
in  one  cabinet  since  that  time . 1,450 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  lustrous  steel  and  gold 

with  excellent  eye  appeal.  A  bit  flatly  struck,  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  issue . 495 

1919- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 1,375 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces. ...  750 

1920- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  rose  surfaces . 285 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so  nice 

to  own . 635 

1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 


Attractive  1923-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

1923- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of 
the  more  elusive  issues  in  the  series . 1,495 

1924- S  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  example. ..  439 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces . 495 


Well  Struck  1925-S  Nickel 


1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  for  this  date  — 
itself  a  remarkable  situation.  However,  that  is 
not  all.  It  is  beautiful  as  well!  When  this  arrives 


in  your  mailbox  you'll  be  thrilled!  We  guarantee 

it . 4,625 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  .  195 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 195 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 


1926-S  F-15  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  example  of  this 


date . 139 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 245 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  295 

1927- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 695 

1928-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  this 

choice  preservation . 635 


Nicely  Struck  1929-D  Gem 


1929-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  champagne 
surfaces  with  a  hint  of  reflectivity  and  excellent 


original  lustre.  A  splendid  and  full\  original 
specimen  with  fully  struck  centers  and  |ust  the 
smallest  hint  of  flatness  at  the  top  of  the  reverse 
legend.  Verv  difficult  to  find  this  well  struck  or 
this  well  preserved;  a  coin  that  combines  these 
two  qualities  is  sure  to  please . 3,750 


Gem  1929-D  Nickel 

1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant.  A  condition  rnriti / 

Very  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State .  1,695 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1929- S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  79 

1930  MS-65.  Brilliant .  99 

1930-  S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  539 

1931- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  gray  with  exceptional 

lustre . 695 

1931-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent 

surfaces . 695 

1931-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  I  ustrous  surfaces  w ith  a  hint  of 
blue  toning . 545 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely  gold 

and  rose  toning  on  matte-like  surfaces.  Some 
lightness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not 
unusual  for  this  particular  Denver  Mint  product. 
If  you  like  your  Buffalo  nickels  attractively  toned 
this  one  is  for  you . 1,295 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gray  surfaces.  Soft 

strike  typical  for  issue . 139 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 


Lightly  Toned  Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Nickel 
1936  Type  I.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Light  gold  peripheral 
toning.  An  exquisite  and  beautiful  specimen  of 
the  first  Proof  nickel  to  be  made  since  1916  (or,  per 
some  listings,  since  1917) . 1,650 

Brilliant  Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Nickel 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 1,650 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof  1936  Nickel 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  The  so-called 
"Type  11"  (Variety  II  would  be  better  nomencla¬ 
ture)  with  mirror  rather  than  satin  fields.  3,250 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  1,395 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1 ,395 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 25 

1936  MS-65  (FOGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1936  D  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  125 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  32 
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1936-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1936- S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally 

high-grade!  Mirror  surfaces  as  on  all  Proofs 

this  year . 1,250 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1937  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nice  peripheral  orange  ton¬ 
ing . 119 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 119 

1937D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  yel¬ 
low . 139 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 139 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 


1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light 


golden  surfaces . 49 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  for  your  "type"  set . 49 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 


1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  Fascinating  D/S  feature  bold.  A  great  speci¬ 
men  of  this  famous  coin.  When  this  was  first 
discovered  in  the  early  1960s,  QDB  verified  it  and 
wrote  the  announcement  for  the  front  page  of 
Coin  World . 335 

Jefferson  Nickels 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  one  of  the  true  "greats"  in 
American  financial  history,  and  much  of  the  success 
of  the  American  system,  the  early  Mint,  etc.,  can  be 
laid  at  his  doorstep  — along,  of  course,  with  credit  to 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

Time  was  when  just  about  everyone  collected 
Jefferson  nickels  — it  was  de  rigeur.  In  the  forefront 


were  key  issues  including  the  1939-S,  1942-D,  and 
the  fascinating  1950-D,  the  latter  being  the  linch¬ 
pin  for  the  great  coin  investment  boom  of 
1960-1964. 

Today,  Jefferson  nickels  are  in  the  backwater  of 
numismatics.  However,  they  are  as  interesting  to  col¬ 
lect  as  ever. 

1939  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  violet- 


gray . 329 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Flashy! . 69 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  Full  steps.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1944- S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  roll  of  40  wartime  silver- 

content  nickels . 139 

1945- P  Brilliant  Uncirculated  roll  of  40  wartime  silver- 

content  nickels . 159 

1976-D  MS-67  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 25 

1995-S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) . 25 

No  Date.  Mint  Error.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Struck  on  silver 
10-cent  planchet . 229 


Meet  John  Kraljevich 
Our  Newest  Numismatist 


The  most  recent  addition  to  our  nu¬ 
mismatic  staff  is  John  Kraljevich,  who  in 
his  early  20s  has  already  achieved  a 
lifetime's  worth  of  recognition  in  the  coin 
field.  Inspired  to  collect  coins  after  a  fam¬ 
ily  trip  to  Europe  at  age  7  and  already 
armed  with  a  precocious  interest  in  his¬ 
tory,  John  quickly  became  deeply  curious 
about  numismatics  as  a  pre-teen.  By  age 
14,  research  bred  by  exhibits  and  numis¬ 
matic  talks  all  over  the  East  Coast  had 
gained  him  the  respect  of  the  numismatic 
community.  Becoming  a  frequent  at¬ 
tendee  to  ANA  Summer  Seminars  (which 
his  mother,  Gail  Baker,  now  manages  as 
the  ANA's  Director  of  Education)  and 
conventions  nationwide,  John  was 
named  the  ANA's  Young  Numismatist  of 
the  Year  in  1993. 

John  entered  college  at  the  University 
of  Virginia  in  1995  as  a  history  major  and 
found  his  love  for  radio,  serving  as  Music 
Director  of  the  student-run  WUVA-FM 
before  spending  three  years  as  Staff  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Assistant  Program  Director 
of  WNRN-FM  in  Charlottesville,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  While  in  college  in  Charlottesville, 
employment  was  always  a  challenge  but 


never  actually  work,  as  John 
found  jobs  at  Jefferson-Pilot 
Sports  as  a  technical  assistant 
and  statistician  for  college  foot¬ 
ball  and  basketball  games,  at 
Monticello  as  a  tour  guide  and 
historical  interpreter  focusing 
on  slave  life  on  Jefferson's 
plantation,  and  at  McCawley- 
Grellman  Auctions  as  a  numis¬ 
matic  cataloguer.  Following  his 
graduation  from  UVa  in  1999 
with  a  B.S.  in  History  and  mi¬ 
nor  in  Religious  Studies,  John 
moved  west  to  Colorado  to 
pursue  his  radio  career,  work¬ 
ing  as  an  on-air  talent  and  Pro¬ 
motions  Director  of  KILO-FM 
in  Colorado  Springs  and  part  time  at  the 
Ken  Hallenbeck  Coin  Gallery. 

John  is  most  proud  of  getting  his 
mother  involved  in  the  numismatic  hobby 
following  her  beginnings  as  an  uninter¬ 
ested  chauffeur;  his  attendance  at  over  250 
musical  concerts  since  1992;  his  now-dis¬ 
persed  collection  of  large  cents  from  the 
Randall  Hoard;  and  his  election  as  the 
youngest  member  of  the  Rittenhouse  Soci¬ 


ety.  Currently,  his  primary  numismatic 
interests  are  the  history  of  the  First  U.S. 
Mint,  oddities  of  the  minting  process, 
and  colonial  and  early  federal  circulat¬ 
ing  media. 

Outside  of  coins,  John  actively  pursues 
his  record  collection,  the  sports  teams  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  University  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  live  music,  and  his  desire  to  see  a  real 
moose  anywhere  but  in  front  of  his  car. 
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This  &  That 


NIFTY  COLLECTIBLE:  "The  Coast 
Guard,  struggling  to  maintain  hundreds  of 
historic  lighthouses,  is  giving  some  of  them 
away,  including  Doubling  Point  Light  in 

Maine."  ( USA  Today) 

•  •  • 

INTERESTED  IN  AN  OBSCURE 
FIELD  with  beautiful  pictures  that  can  be 
collected  on  postcards  and  elsewhere,  for  a 
very  reasonable  cost?  One  of  America's 
most  popular  early  20th-century  artists, 
Philip  Boileau,  produced  many 
images  circa  1900-1917,  which 
are  very  interesting  to  collect  to¬ 
day.  Your  editor  (QDB)  has  col¬ 
lected  them  ever  since  the 
1970s.  One  of  our  friends,  Karen 
Gamlin  (address  1025  Redwood 
Blvd.,  Redding,  California 
96003-1905),  puts  out  the  Philip 
Boileau  Collector's  Society  News¬ 
letter  at  $12  a  year.  Why  not 
drop  Karen  a  note,  or  send  her 
$3  for  a  sample,  or  splurge  $12 
and  sign  up  for  a  year.  Just  an 
idea. 

•  •  • 

AN  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN  we 

saw  recently  for  one  of  the  10-10  long-dis¬ 
tance  companies  was  dominated  by  a  fa¬ 
miliar  numismatic  item:  the  Buffalo  nickel. 
We've  seen  coins  and  currency  in  market¬ 
ing  efforts  before:  a  Roosevelt  dime  in  an¬ 
other  phone  company  TV  ad  comes  to 
mind,  as  does  the  current  use  of  the  famil¬ 
iar  Washington  vignette  on  the  $1  note  in 
the  Mint's  marketing  efforts  promoting  the 
new  "golden  dollar."  It  seems  odd  to  us, 
though,  that  the  "Q-Factor"  or  recogniz- 
ability  rating  of  the  Buffalo  nickel  is  higher 
than  the  modern  Jefferson  portrait  and 
would  thus  be  preferable  to  advertise  the 
"Five  Line."  It  speaks  volumes  about  the 
impact  and  classic  nature  of  Fraser's 


simple  design  that  it  would  still  be  fashion¬ 
able  62  years  after  it  was  last  minted! 

•  •  • 

WE  RECENTLY  PERUSED  a  fine  vol¬ 
ume  entitled  To  His  Excellency  Thomas 
]ejferson  by  Jack  McLaughlin,  a  collection  of 
letters  addressed  to  President  Jefferson  (or 
Mr.  Jefferson  if  you're  from  Charlottesville) 
from  the  collection  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  Therein,  we  noticed  a 
interesting  note  addressed  from  our  home 


state  of  New  Hampshire  on  a  suggestion  to 
ameliorate  the  coin  shortages  during  the 
embargo  that  preceded  the  War  of  1812: 

Charlestown,  Newhamshire 

August  12, 1808 

Sir 

I  have  respected  your  laws  and  your 
government  for  the  Younited  States  of 
Merrica  and  I  wish  to  have  you  continue 
your  laws  and  government  and  keep  the 
embargo  on  til  you  see  fit  to  take  it  off, 
though  it  is  very  trying  to  the  people  on  this 
contrv  about  thare  debts  and  it  is  my  wish 
that  you  would  make  some  laws  to  pay  our 
debts  with  out  paing  the  money  and  if  there 
is  a  law  to  pay  with  perduce  (produce-ed.) 

&  cattle  and  horses  I  think  that  there  orter 
be  a  tender  act  so  we  can  pay  our  debts 


with  out  money.  1  sopose  that  you  think 
strange  of  mv  writing  to  you  but  the  reson 
of  my  writing  is  becase  I  have  a  father  and  a 
mother  and  thay  cant  take  care  of  them 
selves  and  as  time  are  I  cant  pay  for  thare 
place  so  that  we  could  live  &  respect  vour 
laws  and  1  hope  that  vou  will  take  some 
notis  of  me  and  write  to  me  as  soon  as  vou 
get  my  letters  so  1  may  know  if  your  oner 
will  do  a  little  for  me. 

Jonathan  Hall  Capt. 

Of  course,  most  of  the  letters  Jefferson 
received  about  the  embargo 
weren't  nearly  as  creative  or  po¬ 
lite  as  that  one! 

•  •  • 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 

—The  Manhattan  cocktail  be¬ 
gan  at  the  Manhattan  Club  in 
New  York  City  in  1874.  Mixed 
specially  for  a  party  in  honor  of 
new  governor  Samuel  J.  Tilden, 
the  drink  was  named  for  the 
club. 

—  "Pecan"  is  Algonquin  for 
"all  nuts  requiring  a  stone  to 
crack." 

—  The  model  year  2000  Oscar 
Mayer  Wienermobile  boasts  a 
GMC  W-series  chassis  and  a  5700  VORTEC 
engine,  which  makes  it  the  most  powerful 
Wienermobile  in  the  fleet.  It  measures  55 
hot  dogs  long,  18  hot  dogs  wide  and  25  hot 
dogs  high  (that's  27x8x11). 

—  Of  the  six  billion  people  in  the  world, 
one  out  of  ten  lives  on  an  island  (600  mil¬ 
lion).  This  doesn't  include  Australia,  which 
is  considered  a  continent  because  of  its 
unique  plant  and  animal  life. 

—  In  1859,  an  American-owned  pig 
wandered  into  a  British-owned  potato 
patch  on  San  Juan  Island,  off  the  coast  of 
Washington.  The  pig  was  shot,  starting  a 
cold  war.  (www.radioonline.com  and 
www.didyouknow.com) 
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MIRACLE  PLANE:  Caption  on  a  front¬ 
page  Wall  Street  Journal  article:  "The 
Gulfstream  V  long-range  jet  can  fly  for 
hours  without  fuel."  Might  refueling  have 

been  the  word  intended? 

•  •  • 

"THE  PRESENT  POUND 
STERLING  is  somewhat  more 
than  one  third  its  original  value; 
the  florin,  the  money  of  account  in 
most  parts  of  Germany,  has  suf¬ 
fered  less  than  that  of  any  other 
foreign  state;  yet  it  is  now  worth  six 
times  less  than  it  originally  was. 
Scotland,  before  the  union,  had  de¬ 
based  its  pound  to  a  36th  part;  the 
French  livre  has  been  reduced  to  a 
74th  of  its  original  value;  the  Span¬ 
ish  maravedi  to  less  than  the  thou¬ 
sandth;  and  the  Portuguese  re  has 
suffered  still  more.  The  superiority 
of  England,  in  this  respect,  can  only  be  as¬ 
cribed  to  her  early  commercial  prosperity, 
and  her  ancient  liberty."  (The  Literary 
Magazine  and  American  Register,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  1806)  Do  we  suspect  this  magazine 
was  of  a  Federalist  (and  thus  pro-British) 
slant? 


"IT  WAS  A  STRANGE  COLLEC¬ 
TION,  like  Billy  Bones'  hoard  for  the  di¬ 
versity  of  coinage,  but  so  much  larger  and 
so  much  more  varied  that  1  think  1  never 
had  more  pleasure  than  in  sorting  them. 
English,  French,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Georges  and  Louises,  doubloons  and 


double  guineas  and  moidores  and  sequins, 
the  pictures  of  all  the  kings  of  Europe  for 
the  last  hundred  years,  strange  Oriental 
pieces  stamped  with  what  looked  like 
wisps  of  string  or  bits  of  spider's  web, 
round  pieces  and  square  pieces,  and  pieces 
bored  through  the  middle,  as  if  to  wear 


This  &  That 

them  round  your  neck  — nearly  every  vari¬ 
ety  of  money  in  the  world  must,  1  think, 
have  found  a  place  in  that  collection;  and 
for  number,  1  am  sure  they  were  like  au¬ 
tumn  leaves,  so  that  my  back  ached  with 
stooping  and  my  fingers  with  sorting  them 
out."  (Robert  Louis  Stevenson  from  Trea¬ 
sure  Island,  1883,  describing  aches 
that  a  numismatist  would  be  quite 
happy  to  experience) 

•  •  • 

A  FEW  MEMBERS  OF  OUR 
STAFF  were  lucky  enough  to  catch 
the  premier  of  noted  documentary 
filmmaker  (and  New  Hampshire 
resident)  Ken  Burns'  most  recent 
project  entitled  Jazz  at  the  "Telluride 
by  the  Sea"  film  festival  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  NH.  Produced  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  documentaries  The 
Civil  War  and  Baseball,  Jazz  will,  like 
its  predecessors,  be  featured  on  PBS  this 
coming  January.  If  you  enjoy  20th-century 
American  history  or  jazz  music,  you 
shouldn't  miss  Burns'  19  hour  (!)  master¬ 
piece  of  film,  photos  and  music  featuring 
interviews  with  jazz  luminaries  and  pun¬ 
dits  alike. 


Who  Says  We  Don't 
Have  Fun  at  Work? 


As  a  rare  treat  last  week,  we  had  at  our 
offices  gold  bars  from  California  assayers  that 
were  recovered  from  the  wreck  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America.  Spread  out  on  Chris 
Karstedt's  desk  in  her  office  were  bars  from 
such  assayers  as  Justh  &  Hunter;  Blake  & 
Company;  Harris,  Marchand  &  Co.;  Kellogg 
&  Humbert;  and  Henry  Hentsch.  Quite  an  ex¬ 
citing  thing  for 

' 7  /(  r- 
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United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 


Half  dimes  are  a  fascinating  series,  and  challeng¬ 
ing  to  collect  if  you  use  a  magnifying  glass.  These 
pieces  are  quite  small,  so  they  cannot  be  collected  oth¬ 
erwise,  except  casually.  However,  through  the 
looking  glass  there  is  a  wealth  of  numismatic  detail  to 
be  found. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dimes 


Exceptional  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-4a.  Logan-McCloskey-10.  Rarity-4. 
MS-61  (PCGS).  Pleasing  lustrous  gray  with 
leaden  blue.  A  very  attractive  and  original  Mint 
State  specimen  of  the  Flowing  Hair  design  with 
only  light  handling  marks.  Cud  over  TY  to  star 
frequently  seen  on  this  variety.  W.  Eliot  Wood¬ 
ward  disbursed  a  small  quantity  of  Uncirculated 
1795  half  dimes  in  the  1880s;  this  specimen  was 
likely  in  that  group.  A  timeless  design  in  a  qual¬ 
ity  that  would  be  hard  to  improve  upon .  6750 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Impressive  Proof  1829  Half  Dime  Rarity 


1829  V-3.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  with 

lovely  original  amber  and  blue  at  the  extreme  pe¬ 
riphery . 14,950 

1830  V-9.  LM-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 

surfaces . 1,395 

1831  V-la.  LM-6.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  well 

struck  with  nice  original  lustre . 569 

1831  V-7.  LM-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly 

toned . 495 

1832  V-l.  LM-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,495 

1832  V-8.  LM-5.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 369 


1832  V-2.  LM-12.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  subtle 

original  violet  and  amber  toning.  Late  die  state 
with  8  filled . 369 

1833  V-l.  LM-10.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in 

medium  gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date 
collection . 1,295 

The  obverse  die  is  well  executed.  The  reverse  die  is  the 
same  used  to  coin  1831  V-l. 

1834  V-l.  LM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 1,295 

1835  Large  Date,  Large  5.  V-3.  LM-3.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 


Frosty  Mint  State  1837  Half  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  mint  lustre. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  die  crumbling 
along  the  right  side  of  Miss  Liberty's  forearm  and 
leg.  Interesting  die  characteristics  that  are  very 
lightly  mentioned  in  the  literature . 1,650 

A  quick  review  of  the  literature  revealed  very  little  dis¬ 
cussion  of  this  die  state.  This  surprises  us,  as  the  die  crumbling 
is  very  extensive  and  can  be  seen  with  the  unaided  eye.  Daniel 
W.  Valentine  treated  this  very  briefly  describing  his  varieties 
V-6,  V-6a,  and  V-6b.  He  also  notes  die  cracks  on  the  reverse 
that  are  more  advanced  than  with  this  same  reverse  mated  to 
an  1838  obverse.  Thus,  this  coin  must  have  been  struck  in  1 838. 
There  is  no  mention  in  any  other  standard  reference,  that  we 
know  of,  regarding  this  variety. 

"Nice"  1837  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  in  each  and 


every  way —  a  little  cameo! . 1,650 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 219 


Unusual  Quality  1840  Half  Dime 
1840  With  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite 
unusual  so  fine!  A  lovely  half  dime  that  you  will 
really  enjoy  owning.  Wait  until  you  see  it!  1,575 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you 
special  discounts.  See  our  book  section! 


1842  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  champagne  MS 

1842  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  in  deep  blue 

and  gray . 159 

Marvelous  Gem  1843  Half  Dime 

1843  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  1,495 

Gem  Mint  State  1845  Half  Dime 
1845  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  iridescent  surfaces  1,495 

Choice  Original  Mint  State  1852  Half  Dime 


1852  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  extremely  well 
struck  details  and  immaculate  surfaces.  Every 
star,  fold,  and  leaf  supremely  well  impressed. 
Clashed  dies  evident  on  both  sides.  Just  a  su¬ 
per  gem  specimen  of  the  issue,  perfect  for  the 
type  set  collector  who  demands  the  highest 


quality . 2,895 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  675 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
series,  but  not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar  The  trime  had  a 
lower  intrinsic  value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  meltdown  value 
being  more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853  Such  dollars 
were  mainly  used  as  bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the 
Orient. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

The  Last  "Pre-Modern"  Proof  Half  Dime 


1857  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 2,8 

1857  AU-55  (ANACS).  Deeply  toned  in  iridescent 

colors . 99 

1858  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  A 

beautiful  example  of  this  date . 1,195 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  525 


QUALITY1  It  pays  to  buv  quality  We  do,  and  vou  should 
too  In  that  wav,  vour  first  cost  is  your  last  cost,  too'  Qualitx 
never  goes  out  of  style  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  wt 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


■k - 

have  been  delivering  quality  coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums  ev  er  since  we  started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the 
process  have  built  what  is  probablv  America's  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealership. 

Our  inventory  includes  many  interesting,  choice,  and 
rare  coins.  Enjov  our  selections,  then  get  set  to  enjoy  the 
ownership  of  the  pieces  vou  choose. 

Lovely  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 
1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Important  as  the  only 
year  of  a  distinctive  sub-type;  Miss  Liberty  has 
slightly  thinner  arms  and  there  are  other  slight 
differences  — characteristic  only  of  Philadelphia 

Mint  half  dimes  of  1859 .  1,695 

1859  VF-35  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 49 

1862  MS-63  (NGC).  Deep  iridescent  surfaces . 139 

1866  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  and  green  sur¬ 

faces.  A  major  rarity  in  Mint  State,  far  more  elu¬ 
sive  than  a  Proof  (and  Proofs  are  rare) . 1,095 

Gem  Proof  1867  Half  Dime 

1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  1867  is  one  of  the 

key  dates  of  the  series  — with  a  low  mintage  in 
both  the  Proof  and  circulation  strike  categories. 
Year  after  year,  this  has  been  a  classic . 1,750 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 
half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 835 

1867  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Light  amber  highlights. ..  579 

1868  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 425 

1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 425 

Lustrous  Gem  1871  Half  Dime 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  original 

lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade . 1,495 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1871  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  amber  sur¬ 
faces . 159 

1872-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 465 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light 
champagne  surfaces . 79 

Dimes 


This  listing  offers  many  interesting  dimes  from 
the  first  year  of  issue,  1796,  continuing  to  modern 
times.  Along  the  way  there  are  many  worthwhile 
coins  for  your  consideration,  including  seldom  seen 
dates  of  desirable  quality. 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 


Pleasing  1796  Dime 


1796  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  nice 
example  with  pleasing  toning.  Ideal  for  a  first  year 
of  issue  type  set  T ruly  memorable . 5,950 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1821  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date  AU-50  (PCGS). .  715 
1823/2  Large  E's.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned. .  595 
1824/2  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 1,195 

Marvelous  1825  Proof  Dime 


1825  Proof-63  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  with  mirrored 
fields  and  subtle  amber  toning  at  the  periphery. 
Fewer  than  10  survive  of  this  tiny  Proof  mintage, 
struck  at  a  time  when  Proofs  were  important  tools 
in  diplomacy  instead  of  instant  collectibles.  Im¬ 
portant,  rare,  and  historic . 13,950 

1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl 
gray  specimen  with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue 
iridescence  present  on  both  sides . 649 

1830  JR-2.  Small  10C.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant 
with  a  splash  of  light  gold  toning.  Lustrous, 
sharply  struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade.  ...  1,295 

Splendid  Mint  State  1831  Dime 

1831  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,995 

1831  JR-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  champagne . 495 

1833  JR-5.  Last  3  high.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

faint  peripheral  gold  toning . 825 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50.  Deep  golden  brown  toning.  ...  345 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny  with  a  hint  of  prooflike  lustre . 795 

1836  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  rainbow  col¬ 
ors . 495 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Last 

year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design.  Sharply  struck 
and  brilliant . 560 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  pale  sil¬ 
ver  gray  toning.  Fully  struck  and  original  with 
superb  eye  appeal.  A  high  quality  specimen  of 
this  important  and  popular  two  year  type.  A  die 
crack  from  rim  at  4:30  to  center  of  Liberty  and  a 
rotated  reverse  only  add  to  the  interest  and  appeal 

of  this  very  nice  early  dime . 4,250 

1837  B-3216.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Mostly  white  with  a  hint  of  light  amber  peripheral 
toning.  A  nice  combination  of  fairly  high  grade 
with  fairly  low  price.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the  price 
offered . 875 


1837  B-3216.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50  (ANACS) 

Lightly  toned . 795 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Un 

usually  high  grade . 1,150 

1838  Large  Stars.  B-3220.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 

nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 525 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Ideal  for 

a  type  set . 1,095 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 675 

Estimable  1858  Proof  Dime 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  silver  gray  with  mir¬ 
rored  surfaces.  Details  all  crisply  struck  and  at¬ 
tractive.  A  few  lint  marks  are  noted  on  the 
obverse,  vestiges  from  a  recently  polished  die  at 
the  time  of  coining.  1858  was  the  first  year  of  Proof 
set  sales  to  the  public  and  thus  the  first  year  of 
large  scale  Proof  coinage,  though  "large  scale" 
mintages  in  this  era  were  a  few  hundred  pieces! 
Perhaps  a  few  dozen  survive  today  in  all  grades. 
A  very  nice  piece  and  a  landmark  in  the  history  of 


Proof  coinage . 2,195 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53.  Brilliant . 345 


Robert  Lawrence 

Rob  has  been  working  in  our 
Graphics  Department  for  nearly  a 
year  and  a  half.  As  part  of  our  graph¬ 
ics  team,  he  helps  produce  all  of  our 
publications,  while  his  special  em¬ 
phasis  is  designing  our  advertising  in 
Coin  World,  Numismatic  News,  and 
other  numismatic  and  non-numis- 
matic  publications. 
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1873-S  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
splashes  of  gold.  Very  scarce  in  Mint  State,  yet  it 
can  be  yours  for  only . 925 

Choice  Proof  1874  Arrows  IOC 
1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  lovely  and  quite  rare 


coin.  Ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set . 1,895 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Wonderful  light  am¬ 
ber  surfaces . 1,195 


Possible  Condition  Census  1874  Arrows  IOC 


1874  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  original  iridescence.  An  impressive 


specimen  of  this  two  year  type . 6,750 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous. .  950 

Superb  Gem  1875  Dime 

1875  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Marvelous! . 1,795 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 659 


in  1880,  and  Breen  asserts  that  circulation  strikes 
are  scarcer  than  Proofs.  Few  survive  finer  than 
this  impressive  specimen . 2,250 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with 

light  blue  highlights . 1,295 

Gemmy  1883  Dime 

1883  MS-66  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustrous  white  sur¬ 

faces.  We  don't  use  gemmy  very  often,  but  we  are 
moved  to  use  it  now.  A  beautiful  coin! . 1,795 

Famous  1886-S  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  Wonderful  eye  appeal.  Issued  in 
an  era  in  which  there  was  virtually  no  interest  in 
collecting  mintmarks.  Thus,  the  survival  of 
choice  Mint  State  pieces  is  a  matter  of  the  merest 


chance . 4,795 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 


1891-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ...  1,195 


Barber  dimis.  in  MM>3 and  MS-64,  il  caretulK  sells  ted  (as 
we  do  when  we  buy  them  lor  our  inventory),  form  an  interest 
ing  specialty,  and  one  that  mounts  a  distinct  challenge  L  sc 
this  issue  to  start  your  systematic  collection  of  this  design,  or 


to  add  to  one  vou  already  have. 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  surfaces  279 

1897-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 


Gem  1899  Dime 

1899  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces  A 
coin  that  has  it  all:  high-grade,  beautiful  ap¬ 
pearance,  and,  in  our  opinion,  a  very  reasonable 


price . 1,750 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Choice  1899-S  Dime 


1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  splashes 
of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  exceptional  Bar¬ 
ber  dime . 2,150 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. ...  695 


Low-Mintage  1879  Dime 
1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  superb  gem  Proof  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key  Liberty’  Seated  dime  date. .  1,995 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1880  Dime 


1880  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  lovely 
blue  and  gold  highlights.  If  you  can  find  a  better 
one,  buy  it!  What  a  gem!  However,  to  save  time, 
this  one  is  here  now,  and  can  be  purchased  for 

just . 4,750 

1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
One  of  the  "famous  three"  low-mintage  dates  of 
the  era,  these  being  1879, 1880,  and  1881 .  725 

After  silver  coins  began  to  circulate  again  in  a  large  way, 
beginning  in  April  1876,  vast  quantities  of  earlier  coins  that 
had  been  hoarded  by  the  public  on  the  eve  of  and  early  in  the 
Civil  War  came  out  of  hiding.  The  result  was  a  glut  of  dimes, 
quarters,  and  half  dollars,  which  resulted  in  mintages  drop¬ 
ping  precipitately  in  1879  and  continuing  in  the  dime  series  for 
several  years  thereafter  (longer  for  the  quarters  and  half 
dollars). 

Superb  Gem  Circulation  Strike  1880  Dime 


1880  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  immaculate 
prooflike  surfaces.  Only  36, (XX)  pieces  were  struck 


Barber  Dimes 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892  and 
continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is  eminently 
collectible  — except  for  the  rare  1894-S.  All  of  the  oth¬ 
ers  range  from  readilv  available  to  scarce  or  even  rare, 
but  they  do  come  to  market  with  regularity. 

In  the  listing  below  we  offer  many  interesting 
pieces  — from  common  to  really  hard-to-find.  All  are 
guaranteed  to  please! 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  329 

Notable  Gem  Proof  1893  Dime 


1893  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  with  nice 
frosty  devices.  Notable  quality  — as  Proof-67  coins 
are  almost,  but  not  quite,  as  elusive  as  hens'  teeth. 
A  beauty  to  behold! . 4,750 

Scarce  and  Attractive  1893  Proof  Dime 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne.  Beautiful 

and,  in  this  state  of  preservation,  rare . 1,895 

1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  elusive  date.  Add  it  to  your  collection  for 
only . 695 

1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  devices. 

Important  as  an  overall  low-mintage  date. ...  739 

1895  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  The  rar¬ 
est,  most  desired  Philadelphia  Mint  date  in  the 


Barber  dime  series . 439 

1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,025 


Gem  Proof  1901  Barber  Dime 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 

men  of  this  year.  All  Barber  dime  Proofs  of  the 
first  decade  of  the  20th  century  have  low  mint¬ 
ages.  Very  few  exist  combining  the  high  numeri¬ 
cal  grade  and  the  quality  of  the  piece  we  now 
offer . 1,950 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 279 

1903  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Light  amber  surfaces  with 

some  mint  frost  on  the  devices.  Lots  of  value,  in 
our  opinion . 329 

1903-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 1,195 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

Gem  1905-0  Dime  Rarity 

1905-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  surfaces  Rare 
so  fine . 1,680 

1907-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world's  greatest  hobby.  If  you're  a  coin 
collector,  either  freshly  minted  or  an 
old-timer,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make 
numismatics  as  enjoyable  as  possible 
for  you. 

You'll  enjoy  yourself  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  client.  Sign  up  as  a  sub¬ 
scriber  today! 
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Gem  Proof  1908  Dime 

1908  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Champagne  surfaces  with 
light  amber  peripheral  toning . 1,750 

Flashy  Gem  1908  Dime 
1908  MS-66  (PCGS).  Flashy!  Fye-catching!  Awe¬ 
some!  . 1,895 

1908-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very'  sharply  de¬ 
tailed . 795 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1909  Dime 


1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light  champagne 

surfaces.  A  truly  great  coin! . 2,650 

1909-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck. .  595 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 285 

Gem  Proof  1911  Dime 


1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  center  with  rings  of 
gold,  blue,  and  sea  green  toning.  Seldom  seen  so 
beautiful!  When  this  coin  arrives  in  your  mailbox 
you  will  realize  how'  important  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  emphasis  on  quality  is . 2,395 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. .  629 

1911-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

Superb  Gem  1911-S  Dime 

1911-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find  in 
such  elegant  preservation! . 1,495 

1912  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1913  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of 

this  rare  Proof  issue . 695 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

Lovely  Mint  State  1913-S  Dime 


191 3- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 

men  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Barber  dime 
series  — a  classic  years  ago  and  a  classic  today. 
Only  at  widely  spaced  intervals  does  such  a  high- 
grade  piece  appear . 2,150 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  629 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  superb  strike 

and  originality . 295 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 639 

1915- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 


Premium  Gem  1916  Barber  Dime 
1916  Barber.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  1,550 

1916-S  Barber  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold . 195 

Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially  high  quality,  including  a  few  ear¬ 
lier  dates  and  many  nice  examples  from  the  1930s  to 
1945.  A  date  and  mintmark  collection  toward  the  end 
of  the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  assembled  for 
very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

A  nice  way  to  build  a  set  is  to  buy  a  few  inexpen¬ 
sive  issues  each  month,  then  go  from  there.  Ask  Gail 
or  Debbie  about  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
whereby  we  keep  your  want  list  on  hand  and  auto¬ 
matically  send  you  shipments  for  your  approval  and 
satisfaction.  Over  a  long  period  of  years,  we've 
helped  to  form  many  nice  collections  this  way. 

Very  Desirable  1916-D  IOC  Rarity 


1916-D  AU-55  (PCGS) . 5,250 

Outstanding  1916-D  Dime  Classic 


1916-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  toning  and  good  re¬ 
maining  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  key 
Mercury  dime,  one  that  no  doubt  saw  only  light 
circulation  before  rescue  by  an  eagle-eyed  collec¬ 
tor . 4,750 

1916-D  VG-8  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  example  of 

this  key  date . 875 

1916-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning . 1,295 

1916- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Excellent  lustrous  cart¬ 

wheel  on  light  champagne  surfaces.  A  premium 
specimen  of  this  San  Francisco  issue . 665 

1917- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1917-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 189 

Excellent  1917-S  10C  Gem 


1917-S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,350 

Superb  Gem  1917-S  Dime 
1917-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Full  resplendent  cartwheel 
and  immense  eye  appeal  on  this  high-grade  de¬ 


light.  Fit  for  inclusion  in  even  the  finest  Mercury 
dime  set . 2,350 

1917-S  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  rosy 
original  tone  and  deeply  lustrous . 995 

1917- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  eye  appealing 

gem . 529 

191 8- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Extraordinarily  high 

grade! . 1,095 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 


Splendid  Mint  State  1921  10c  Key 


1921  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  and  pleasing 
subtle  peripheral  toning  with  a  full  strike.  Reverse 
rotated  about  20°.  Great  eye  appeal  and  always  in 

demand . 2,295 

1921  AU-50  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this 
highly  prized  date.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still 
survives.  Perhaps  this  little  rarity  was  plucked 

from  circulation  in,  say,  1925 .  795 

1921-D  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  appealing 
specimen  of  this  key  date  issue . 795 

Three  issues  are  generally  considered  key  dates  among 
early  Mercury  dimes,  and  these  are  1916-D,  1921,  and  1921-D. 
In  addition,  the  two  overdate  issues  of  1942  can  be  added  to 
this  club.  Otherwise,  there  are  several  very  elusive  coins, 
especially  in  higher  Mint  State  grades. 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  hints  of  tan  and 


wine.  Very  attractive . 259 

Pleasing  Gem  1924-D  Dime 
1924-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1.470 


Notable  1924-S  Dime 


1924-S  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  truly  notable 


specimen! . 2,150 

1925-S  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Pedigreed  to  the  Pittman 
sale.  Nicely  toned  in  light  rainbow  colors. .  1,095 
1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1926  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1927  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1927  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1928- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1929  MS-66  FB  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 349 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1930  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 

lustre  and  strike . 1,295 


Outstanding  1931  MS-66  FB  Dime 
1931  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Superb  blast  white  with  a 
halo  of  original  album  toning  at  the  periphery 
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The  surfaces  are  immaculate.  Only  two  Graded 
higher  (MS-6,  I  B)  but  we  cannot  even  imagine  a 

better  looking  coin . 1,595 

1931-0  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popular  low- 

mintage  issue . 595 

1931  -D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Fullv  lustrous  with  a  light 

golden  tone.  Very  choice  for  the  grade . 295 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  mintage!  665 
1934-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  rare ...  995 

1936-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1936- S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning . 325 

1937  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1937  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  149 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1937-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1937- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  lustre  (OK, 

it's  nice!) . 269 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1938- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1939  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 309 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

Do  you  enjoy  collecting  Mercury  dimes?  If  so,  and  if 
quality  and  value  are  important  to  you,  send  us  a  trial  order. 
Chances  are  great  that  you  will  call  upon  Bowers  and  Merena 


Galleries  as  you  finish  the  rest  of  your  set!  Quality-wise,  our 
stock  has  no  equal! 

1939  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1939  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  yellow  toning . 495 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 32 

1939-D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  impressively 

reflective  fields  that  give  this  coin  a  prooflike  look. 
A  superb  specimen . 299 

1939- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 79 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 195 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1941  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1941  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1941- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1941-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1941 -S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1941 -S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942/1  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce 

and  desirable  variety . 379 

1942  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 995 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Subtle  violet  toning . 159 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1942  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


1942-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 57 

1942-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 79 

1942-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1942- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1943  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1943- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1944  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 49 


Use  this  listing  to  build  vour  own  set  of  choice  Mint  State 
Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944-D  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

1944-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1944-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  85 

1944-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1945- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  with 

none  graded  higher  by  PCGS . 849 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1945-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  and 
blue  surfaces . 139 


Roosevelt  Dimes 

Whether  you  are  a  Democrat  or  Republican, 
chances  are  that  you  appreciate  FDR  as  one  of  the 
greatest  of  all  American  presidents— certainly  a  can¬ 
didate  for  enshrinement  if  they  want  to  do  some  more 
blasting  at  Mount  Rushmore.  Stricken  with  polio, 
Roosevelt  became  a  spokesperson  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign.  Thus,  after  his  death  it  was  only 
natural  that  he  be  memorialized  on  a  coin  of  this  de¬ 
nomination. 

1954  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1961  Proof-69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1964  Proof-69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1979- S  Type  I.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 27 

1980- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  27 

1981 - S  Type  I.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 27 

1982- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  27 

1983- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  27 

1984- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  27 


1985-S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  27 

1987- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS)  Brilliant  27 

1988- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS)  Brilliant  27 

1989- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCC  •S)  Brilliant  27 

1990- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS)  Brilliant  27 

1992- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCC  .S)  Brilliant  27 

1993- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  27 

1995- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  27 

1996- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  27 

1997- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS)  Brilliant  27 

1998- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  27 

1999- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  27 
1999-P  Mint  error.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Two  pieces 

bonded  together . 679 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  twentv-cent  pieces 
from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1875,  to  the  last,  1878- just 
a  short  span.  The  twentv-cent  piece  was  one  of  the 
shortest-lived  series  in  American  numismatics. 

1875-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frosty 795 


Proof  1878  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 
cameo  devices.  A  key  issue  in  the  series,  a  Proof- 
only  rarity.  Not  often  do  we  have  such  a  nice 
specimen  for  sale  (or  even  any  specimen!).  A 
lovely  coin  for  the  discriminating  buyer. ...  4,995 


Superb  Proof-Only  1878  Double  Dime 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS) .  4,995 


Yet  Another  Lovely  Proof  1878  20c 


1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Choice  with  wonderful  frostx 
devices . 2,495 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  WEBSITE 


|www.bowersandmerena.com 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  many 
scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates  and  varieties, 
many  listed  here  for  the  first  time!  Lots  of  beautiful 
coins! 


Early  Quarter  Dollars 

1815  Browning-1.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 . 295 

1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2-.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nearly  full 
brilliant  lustre  with  a  whisper  of  champagne 

toning . 1,095 

1831  B-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  First  of  the  new  design  with¬ 
out  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  and  of  reduced  diam¬ 
eter;  thus,  a  great  candidate  for  a  type  set . 750 

1831  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  bril¬ 
liant . 619 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  is  lightly  cracked  through  the  base 
of  5  and  to  the  right.  Light  clash  marks  extend  down  from 
Liberty's  ear. 

1835  B-5  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 625 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  die  has  two  cracks  throu  gh  the  stars, 
the  first  extending  through  stars  12  and  13,  the  other  from  the 
rim  through  stars  11, 10, 9, 8,  and  continuing  to  the  top  of  thecap, 
with  a  branch  continuing  above  the  cap  toward  star  7. 


Great  1838  Quarter  Dollar 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  Great  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  light 
gold  at  the  rim.  A  truly  great  coin  — and,  at  this 
grade,  a  rarity . 4,950 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


Lovely  1843-0  Quarter 

1843-0  Small  O.  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  with 
light  champagne  surfaces . 1,650 


Possible  Finest  Known  1850  Quarter 


1850  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  original  with  bright 
fields  and  choice  eye  appeal.  An  outstanding 
specimen  and  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS.  A  glo¬ 
rious  prize . 6,250 


1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for 
the  grade . 1,295 

Irresistible  Gem  Proof  1859  Quarter 


1859  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  lots  of 
frost  on  Miss  Liberty.  A  coin  of  irresistible  (we 
hope!)  quality  — We  have  seen  perhaps  a  couple 
hundred  1859  Proof  quarters  in  our  time,  but  few 
can  hold  a  candle  to  this  gem!  Compelling!  Mag¬ 
netic!  . 4,995 

Lovely  Original  Proof  1860  Quarter 


1860  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  subtle  gold  and 

rose  toning  around  the  periphery.  Only  542 
Proofs  were  released,  though  undoubtedly  in  the 
economic  difficulties  that  arrived  with  the  Civil 
War  many  were  spent  and  few  survive  in  this 
choice  condition . 2,195 

1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  Bright  reflective  fields  with  very 
subtle  light  toning  to  assure  originality.  Choice  for 
the  grade  and  an  excellent  specimen  of  this  low- 
mintage  Proof  of  which  a  tiny  percentage  of  the 
fewer  than  400  issued  survived  in  this  state.  .  995 

1862  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  with  frosty 

devices . 435 

1863  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine . 575 

1867  VF-20  (NGC).  One  of  the  key  Liberty  Seated 

dates  of  this  era . 495 

1868  VF-35  (ANACS) . 275 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 895 

Important  Proof  1874  Quarter 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
Very  elusive  regarding  the  small  number  in  exist¬ 
ence  vs.  the  great  demand  for  such  coins  for  type 


set  purposes . 1,795 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Prooflike  surfaces  with 
a  hint  of  light  gray  toning . 695 


Lustrous  Gem  1877  Liberty  Quarter 

1877  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  choice  unbroken 
lustre.  Frosted  devices  and  very  choice  for  the 
grade -an  ideal  candidate  for  a  high-grade  type 
set.  Superb! . 1,795 


1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  give  way  to 
amber  highlights  at  the  rim . 1,195 

Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25c 


1877-S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
mens  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  silver  coins  of 
this  era  —  a  variety  which  at  this  level  is  very  hard 
to  find . 3,195 

The  die  sinker  in  the  Engraving  Department  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  first  punched  the  S  mintmark  in  a  "  lazy” 
or  horizontal  position,  recognized  his  blunder,  and  cor¬ 
rected  it  by  overpunching  the  S  in  the  correct  position. 
However,  even  under  low  magnification  the  error  is  dra¬ 
matically  visible.  This  famous  variety  lends  a  bit  of  spice  to 
the  sunset  era  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  series. 


Magnificent  Gem  1879  Quarter 


1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal  with  wonder¬ 
ful  contrast  between  Miss  Liberty  and  fields.  Low 

mintage,  too! . 3,495 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  prooflike  fields  bear  rosy 
original  toning.  Only  13,600  struck.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 775 


Sheila  Fuller 

Sheila  is  our  receptionist,  the  first 
friendly  voice  you  hear  when  you  call 
our  offices. 
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Question  &  Answer  Forum 


QI  collected  coins  years  ago  and 
bought  from  many  dealers.  Recently 
1  went  to  my  safe  deposit  box  and  dug  out 
a  few  coins  and  sent  them  to  grading  ser¬ 
vices.  I  found  that  I  was  not  able  to  predict 
at  all  how  the  coins  would  be  graded,  nor 
was  a  friend  of  mine.  A  coin  I  thought  was 
very  nice  came  back  in  a  low  grade,  and  a 
coin  that  my  friend  had,  with  obvious 
marks,  came  back  in  a  high  grade.  Is  there 
any  way  to  figure  this  out? 

1  also  collect  tokens,  marked  "Good 
For."  Token  collectors  do  not  seem  to 
have  these  grading  problems. 


«. 


A  The  rise  of  intermediate  numbers 
such  as  MS-61,  MS-62,  MS-63,  MS-64, 
MS-65,  and  so  on  in  the  grading  system  oc¬ 
curred  in  a  significant  way  in  the  1970s 
when  wide  differences  arose  among  "ordi¬ 
nary"  Uncirculated  coins  (is  now  called 
"Mint  State")  and  those  that  were  of  espe¬ 
cially  high  quality,  say,  "Gem."  Time  was 
when  a  given  Morgan  silver  dollar  of  a  hy¬ 
pothetical  date  might  sell  for  $10  in  EF  and 
$15  in  Uncirculated.  Prices  have  risen 
across  the  board,  and  perhaps  that  EF  coin 
today  will  sell  for  $50,  but  Mint  State,  no 
longer  a  single  category,  is  split  into  little 
differences,  with  perhaps  an  MS-60  selling 
for  $125,  and  an  MS-66  selling  for  $400.  To 
my  eye  there  is  often  very  little  difference 
between  adjacent  numerical  grades.  More¬ 
over,  I  can  virtually  guarantee  that  if  10 
high  quality  Morgan  dollars  of  different 
dates,  certified  by  any  grading  service  you 
care  to  pick,  had  numbers  from  MS-64  to 
MS-66,  with  the  grade  masked  and  are  sub¬ 
mitted  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  other  ex¬ 
perts  for  re-grading,  the  numbers  in  some 
instances  will  be  different  and  none  of  the 
experts  or  grading  services  will  agree  on  the 
same  numbers  for  the  same  coins. 

My  own  personal  preference  — and  I 
have  repeated  this  in  one  way  or  another 
many  times -is  to  not  be  a  slave  to  num¬ 


bers.  Instead,  consider  the  numbers  as  just 
one  aspect  of  a  coin.  I  try  to  do  this  when 
purchasing  coins  for  inventory.  It  is  often 
the  case  that  a  very  attractive,  illustrious, 
and  nicely  struck,  delicately  toned  MS-64 
coin  will  be  a  better  coin  to  own,  in  my 
opinion,  than  an  MS-65  or  an  MS-66  with 
spotting  which  is  otherwise  unattractive. 
The  beauty  part  for  present  day  coin  buyers 
is  that  the  vast  majority  of  buyers  are  in¬ 
deed  slaves  to  numbers,  and  in  no  way 
would  buy  a  beautiful  MS-64  if  an  MS-66 
could  be  obtained.  Numbers  are  everything. 
Perhaps  10%  of  buyers  feel  differently,  with 
such  buyers  having  the  great  advantage 
that  often  a  really  beautiful  MS-64  can  be 
purchased  for  a  "basic"  MS-64  price  — but 
cherrypicking  or  an  eye  for  quality  is  in¬ 
volved.  There  is  some  work  needed. 

The  situation  is  even  more  acute,  in  my 
opinion,  in  the  copper  series,  in  which  in 
many  instances  the  coin  certified  as  "Red" 
will  bring  much  more  than  one  certified  as 
"Brown"  or  "Red  and  Brown,"  never  mind 
that  the  "Red  and  Brown"  might  have 
spots,  or  whatever,  and  the  "Brown"  piece, 
available  at  a  small  fraction  of  the  price, 
might  be  gorgeous  and  lustrous!  Again 
cherrypicking  comes  to  the  fore,  and  in  my 
opinion,  will  amply  reward  those  who  fol¬ 
low  the  procedures. 

Concerning  tokens,  having  collected 
these  ever  since  I  was  a  kid  —  and  still  be¬ 
ing  as  interested  in  them  as  ever  —  I  do  find 
it  relevant  that  there  are  very  few  grading 
problems  and  transactions  involving  to¬ 
kens,  simply  because  there  is  no  hair-split¬ 
ting  done  on  grading.  Thus,  collectors  and 

We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  AH  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


dealers  alike  can  spend  more  energy  on 
enjoying  the  tokens  themselves! 

•  •  • 

Q  Occasionally  in  your  catalogues 
and  in  coin  descriptions  I  read 
about  "lapping"  or  "lapping  lines."  Can 
you  explain  this  phenomenon? 

A  Lapping  is  one  of  several  names,  in¬ 
cluding  die  polishing  and  die  filing, 
for  the  fine  abrading  used  to  finish  a  die 
when  it  is  first  produced  or,  more  fre¬ 
quently,  repaired.  At  the  time  of  production, 
a  die  usually  has  some  inherent  flaws  from 
nicks  and  scratches  to  swelling  and  cracks. 
The  tiny  flaws,  like  a  random  scratch  in  the 
die,  may  usually  be  corrected  by  minor  pol¬ 
ishing  with  a  fine  grain  abrasive  such  as 
steel  wool  or  emory.  The  fine  markings 
etched  on  the  die  by  the  abrasive  are  called 
"die  finish  lines"  or  "lapping  lines,"  though 
usually  "die  finish"  refers  to  a  finer  grain 
than  "lapping  lines,"  which  are  more  likely 
caused  by  a  file  or  something  of  heavier 
grain.  These  abrasives  may  also  be  used  to 
smooth  out  rust  or  damage  on  a  well-used 
die,  or  to  smooth  over  a  small  crack.  Occa¬ 
sionally,  dies  will  be  "lapped,"  thus  effacing 
details,  and  re-engraved  or  repunched.  Mis¬ 
placed  dates  and  the  like  show  only  light 
remnants  of  the  errantly  placed  punch  be¬ 
cause  most  details  were  simply  "lapped" 
away.  This  term  is  most  often  used  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  mid-19th  century  coinage  it  seems, 
though  you  can  undoubtedly  see  fine  lines 
of  "die  polish"  or  "die  finish"  on  coins  in 
your  pocket  change! 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  includes  a  nice 
selection  of  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  carefully 
purchased,  and  guaranteed  to  please.  Among  these 
are  a  few  scarce  dates  and  numerous  examples  of 
modest  price. 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Barber  design. 


Lustrous  with  gold  and  amber  toning . 1,350 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1892  AU-50 . 125 


1892-0  Type  1  Reverse.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  A  lovely  quarter  from  way  down 


yonder  in  New  Orleans . 295 

1892-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 349 

1892- S  Type  I  Reverse.  AU-50 .  285 

1893- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne 

surfaces . 795 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1894- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce . 695 


Superb  Gem  1899  Quarter 


1899  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  centers  highlighted  by 

lovely  iridescent  toning . 5,250 

1899-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ...  575 


Memorable  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 


1903  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  centers  with  lovely 


amber  and  sea  green  peripheral  toning . 5,250 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  surrounding  Miss  Liberty . 665 


Appealing  1905  Quarter  Gem 


1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superb  original  subtle  amber 
and  copper  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin  which  richly  deserves  its  numerical 
grade  designation  and  is  attractive  beyond  that 


which  is  quantifiable.  A  more  attractive  Barber 
quarter  may  well  exist,  but  we'd  rather  not  wait 
in  the  cold  for  it! . 2,795 

Delightful  1905-S  Quarter 

1905- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A  de¬ 

lightful,  high  quality  specimen  of  a  San  Francisco 
Mint  quarter  dollar  that  is  very  hard  to  find  at  this 
level . 1,495 

1906- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  year  of  Denver 

Mint  operations . 219 

1907  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  gold  surfaces.  1,295 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  nice . 595 

1908  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Light  rose  iridescence . 439 

1908-D  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 129 

1908- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  struck. 

Choice  original  surfaces  with  the  lightest  sugges¬ 
tion  of  rose.  An  excellent  quality  example. ...  695 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1909- D  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 175 

1909-D  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 165 

1909-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 115 


Marvelous  Proof  1910  Quarter 


1910  Proof-66  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Superb  gem 
quality —  a  marvelous  coin,  and  rare,  too! ...  2,650 

191 0-D  AU-58.  Deeply  toned . 295 

1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  original 

toning . 995 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  surfaces.  Not  easy 

to  find  in  this  grade . 575 

1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  light  toning.  1,295 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 925 

1915- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

191 6- D  Barber.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 1,295 

1916-D  Barber.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 535 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 


Don'tMiss  the  Book  Section 

See  our  book  section  in  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
for  some  really  terrific  buys 
on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  The  same 
30-day  guarantee  of  satis¬ 
faction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well. 


sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  1917.  Soon  thereafter  is 
listed  an  attractive  1918/7-S  overdate.  Beyond  that 
there  are  bound  to  be  other  quarter  dollars  of  interest, 
whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or  you  have  been  a 
specialist  for  a  long  time. 


Magnificent  1917  Type  I  Gem 


1917  Type  I.  MS-67  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  all  de¬ 
tails  fully  struck  and  full  cartwheel  lustre.  Origi¬ 
nal  and  full  of  eye  appeal.,  this  specimen  is  a  coin 
any  collector  would  be  proud  to  own . 5,895 

Superb  Gem  1917  Type  I  with  Full  Head 
1917  Type  I.  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

Pleasing  1917  Type  I  25C 
1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,750 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,250 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 549 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25<t  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety.  If  you've  been 
seeking  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  your  search  ends  here . 9,850 

The  1918/7-S  variety  was  generally  unknown  to  numis¬ 
matists  until  the  1930s.  The  first  high-grade  specimen  to  come 
to  market  is  believed  to  have  been  sold  by  Syracuse,  NY,  dealer 
Barney  Bluestone  on  December  4, 1937. 


Another  High  Quality  1918/7-S  Overdate 


1918/7-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  original 
lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  great  "naked-eye"  van 
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eties  in  20th-century  American  coinage,  one  that 
belongs  in  ever)'  set  of  the  reinvigorated  quarter 
denomination . 8,995 

Affordable  1918/7-S  Rarity 
1918/7-S  F-12  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  example  of 
this  overdate . 2,395 

Gem  1918-D  Quarter 

191 8-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 


tre.  A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  appeal . 1,595 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 725 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Exceptional  1918-S  Quarter 


1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Wonderful  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces .  29,500 

Connoisseur's  1919  Quarter  Dollar 

1919  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One 
for  the  connoisseur.  You'll  love  it! . 1,595 

191 9- D  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 329 

Gem  1921  Quarter 

1921  MS-65  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  amber  peripheral  toning.  Beautiful  and 


rare.  A  prize  for  the  specialist . 1,475 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 


Important  1923-S  Quarter 


1923- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen 

of  this  key  issue,  one  of  the  most  important  rari¬ 
ties  in  the  1916-1930  Standing  Liberty  quarter 
dollar  series . 2,350 

1924- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  am¬ 
ber  toning . 275 

1927  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Lovely  iridescent  light  cham¬ 
pagne  with  excellent  lustre.  A  perfect  specimen 

for  the  type  collector . 975 

Outstanding  1927-D  Standing  Liberty  25<t 

1927-D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  superb  lus¬ 
tre.  The  1927-D  is  one  of  only  three  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarter  issues  with  a  mintage  under  one 
million  with  the  key  1916  and  the  1927-S.  Very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  much  nicer  than  this  one! . 1,595 


Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  1927-S  in  high 
grades  has  been  a  landmark  issue  ever  since 
Standing  Liberty  quarters  became  a  popular  nu¬ 
mismatic  specialty  (beginning  in  a  significant  way 
in  the  1930s  and  the  distribution  of  Wayte 
Raymond's  "National"  albums).  Very  few  Mint 
State  coins  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  at 
the  AU  level  few  have  ever  been  located.  ..  3,750 

1927- S  EF-40  (NGC).  Attractive  gold  and  rose  sur¬ 
faces . 1,050 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Flashy  lustre  with  60%  full 

head . 1,295 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 775 

1929  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and  original  coin 

with  superb  light  mottled  amber,  copper,  and 
steel  blue  toning  likely  imparted  by  an  old  time 
album.  An  eye  appealing  gem . 735 

1929  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 


Splendid  1930  Quarter  Gem  with  Full  Head 
1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with 
subtle  amber  and  rosy  tones  and  full  lustre.  A 

most  attractive  and  choice  specimen . 1,650 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustrous  satiny  surfaces 
with  just  a  hint  of  light  amber  peripheral  toning. 
A  beautiful  fully  struck  specimen  of  this  final  year 

of  issue . 1,395 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  touch  of  light  iri¬ 
descence . 495 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 
with  a  90%  full  head.  Back  in  1971,  in  his  Scott's 
Encyclopedia,  Don  Taxay  wrote  that  full  head  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  issue  were  extreme  rarities.  This 
specimen,  quite  close  to  full  head  status,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  quite  scarce  — at  the  very  least! . 695 

Washington  Quarters 

The  new'  "state"  reverse  quarter  program  has 
generated  considerable  revised  interest  in  the  entire 


spectrum  of  Washington  quarters. 

1932-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 495 

1932-S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant . 335 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  original.  This  piece 
has  a  minor  doubled  die  obverse  visible  in  LIB¬ 
ERTY  w'hich,  though  not  the  1934  Doubled  Die 

Obverse,  is  still  quite  interesting . 245 

1934  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1937  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 275 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Light  champagne . 161 

1939  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  yellow'  surfaces . 195 


1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  95 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  104 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  145 

1940  MS-66  (PC  ( 5)  Brilliant . 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  ft 

1941  Proof-65  (FOGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  149 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant .  1 19 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1942  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  79 

1942-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1942-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  99 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1944-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 57 

1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  original  toning  on  ob¬ 
verse . 59 

1946- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  amber 

peripheral  toning . 85 

1947- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1948- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1948-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  w'lth  light  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning . 69 

1950-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 


Okay,  you  collect  State  Reverse  quarters— and  have  div 
covered  numismatics.  Now,  how  about  the  rest  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  quarter  series?  Dating  back  to  1932,  the  series  is  replete  with 
many  interesting  varieties,  rarities,  etc.,  most  of  which  are 
quite  inexpensive.  Use  the  present  list  to  build  your  collection 
You'll  love  our  quality,  and  the  value  we  deliver  is  really 


excellent! 

1951-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1954- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 39 


1999-S  Silver  five-piece  set.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS).  All  five  of  the  first  year  State  Quarters 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania  — a  landmark  in  United  States  coin¬ 
age— in  practically  perfect  quality . 249 

1999-S  Clad  five-piece  set.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 149 


Half  Dollars 


The  series  of  earlv  half  dollars,  particularly'  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar -and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  w'e 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you. 

As  you  know'  if  you've  been  a  constant  reader, 
our  problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them!  This  is 
just  the  opposite  of  most  businesses  — w  hich  have  an 
endless  supply  and  have  to  spend  all  of  their  efforts 
persuading  customers  to  make  purchases.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  we  try  to  be  persuasive,  but  in  a 
gentle  w'ay,  to  be  sure  that  you  buv  exactly  what  vou 
desire.  Actually,  the  coins  themselves  are  our  best 
"salesmen,"  for  virtually  always,  anyone  who  sends 
us  a  trial  order  to  test  our  quality  keeps  coming  back 
again  and  again. 

The  listing  below  begins  at  the  creation -with  a 
nice  example  of  the  1794  Flowing  Hair,  the  first  y  ear 
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of  issue  —  and  continues  to  include  several  1795  Flow¬ 
ing  Hair  halves,  then  onward  to  the  modern  era. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


Lovely  1794  Half  Dollar 


1794  Overton-1  Ola.  VF-30  (NGC).  An  attractive  speci¬ 

men  of  the  first  year  of  the  denomination  and  one 
of  only  two  years  with  the  Flowing  Hair  design. 
A  perennial  numismatic  favorite . 9,950 

Attractive  1795  0-105  Half  Dollar 

1795  0-105.  Rarity-4.  F-15  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in 

gold  and  rose . 1,495 


Pleasing  1795  0-110  Half  Dollar 


1795  0-110.  VF-30  (NGC).  Medium  gray  toning  at 
the  borders  and  lighter  on  the  devices.  Pleasing 
to  the  eye  — a  really  high  quality  piece  at  the  VF 
level . 2,350 

Desirable  1795  0-113a  Flowing  Hair  Half 
1795  0-113a.  VF-20  (ANACS).  Golden  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  blue  at  the  rims.  Very  original 
looking  and  well-detailed.  Neat  die  break  near 
the  date . 2,095 

Attractive  VF  1795  0-119  50<t 
1795  0-119.  VF-20  (NGC).  Medium  gray  toning  with  a 
hint  of  heather  or  lilac.  A  lovely  1795  half  dollar  that 
will  answer  the  call  for  a  nice  type  set  coin. ..  1,950 

Nice  VF-25  1795  0-122  50<t 
1795  0-122.  VF-25  (NGC).  Medium  gray  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing.  A  very  pleasing  example . 2,150 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1802  0-101.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Lovely  pewter- 

gray  with  iridescent  highlights.  This  is  the  only 
variety  of  the  year  and  it  is  difficult  to  locate  much 
more  attractive  and  original  than  this . 895 

1803  0-103.  Rarity-3,  l  arge  3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 


tive  and  original  pewter-gray  with  mellow  high¬ 
lights.  A  superb  lightly  circulated  specimen  of 


date  or  type . 875 

1805  0-111.  VF-25  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.419 
1805  0-109.  EF-45  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,195 


Lustrous  AU  1806  0-109  50C 


1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  AU-53  (NGC).  Oops! 
The  engraver  made  a  mistake  and  forgot  the  end 
of  the  olive  branch  stem!  The  result  is  that  the 
eagle's  talons  are  grasping  thin  air!  Always  popu¬ 
lar,  but  not  often  seen  in  this  high  grade. ...  2,350 

High-Grade  1806  No  Stem  50<t 
1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Fa¬ 
mous  diecutting  error.  Lovely  iridescent  sur¬ 


faces . 2,150 

1806  O-109a.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  EF-40 

(ANACS) . 695 

1806  0-115.  F-15.  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 275 


Beautiful  1807  0-102  Half  Dollar 
1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive 
deep  silver  gray  with  lighter  high  points  and  a 
whisper  of  bright  gold  in  the  recessed  areas.  An 
appealing  specimen  in  all  respects . 1,995 

Capped  Bust ;  Lettered  Edge 
Half  Dollars 


Attractive  Mint  State  1809  Half  Dollar 

1809  0-102.  MS-61.  Nicely  toned  and  lustrous  with 

excellent  eye  appeal . 1,900 

1810  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC) . 459 

1814  0-105.  AU-55  (NGC) . 595 

1817/3  F-12  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 319 

1819/8  0-104  Large  9.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden 

highlights . 795 

1819/8  0-106  Rarity-4.  VF-20 . 125 

1820/19  0-102.  Curl  2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Half 
dollars  dated  1820  are  the  scarcest  of  their  era, 

except  for  1815/2 . 875 

1826  0-114.  Rarity-4.  VF-25.  Gold  and  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1826  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1827  O-108a.  Rarity-4.  F-12.  Lightly  toned . 99 

1827  0-112a.  Rarity-4.  F-15.  Nice  eye  appeal . 139 

1827  0-132.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  gold  at  the  rims . 299 

1827  0-138.  Rarity-4.  VF-35.  Golden  surfaces  with 

blue  peripheral  toning . 379 

1829  O-104a.  Rarity -4.  F-12.  Iridescent  surfaces. ...  99 


1830  0-123.  AU-58.  Nicely  toned . 495 

1831  0-102.  Rarity-1.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 249 

1831  0-103  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 299 

1831  0-113.  VF-30  (Net  F-15) . 59 

1832  0-107.  VF-35.  Mostly  white . 99 

1833  0-103.  MS-61  (NGC).  Silver-gray  with  hints  of 

original  gold.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 575 

1834  0-103.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning  at 
the  rims . 295 

1835  0-110.  Rarity  R-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lovely  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . ? . 595 

Capped  Bust ,  Reeded  Edge 
Half  Dollars 


Famous  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  famous 

rarity.  Coins  of  the  Reeded  Edge  style  were 
minted  beginning  in  November  1836,  and  only  to 
the  extent  of  a  few  thousand  pieces  (some  say  the 
mintage  was  only  1,200,  but  it  was  more  likely 
about  4,000  — still  a  very  small  figure).  Year  in  and 
year  out  this  has  been  the  classic  Philadelphia 
Mint  half  dollar  rarity  of  its  era . 2,295 

Mint  State  1837  Half  Dollar 

1837  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  as  a  type  coin, 

as  it  is  one  of  only  two  years  with  the  Capped  Bust 
obverse  in  combination  with  the  denomination  on 
the  reverse  expressed  as  50  CENTS . 2,095 

1837  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  surfaces . 975 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


Possibly  Unique  1842  Half  Dollar 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1842  Small  Date,  Small  Letters  VF-20  (PCGS).  Nice 
original  surfaces.  The  discovery  specimen  of  this 
landmark  variety  —  as  these  words  are  being  writ¬ 
ten,  the  only  specimen  known  to  us . 42,54X1 
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1855-S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS).  First  half  dollar  issue 
of  the  San  Francisco  mint,  and  a  well-known  rar¬ 
ity . 895 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business  in 
1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855,  with 
the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859. 


Choice  Mint  State  1856  Half  Dollar 


1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 2,195 

1858-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  centers  with 


soft  amber  peripheral  toning . 275 

1858-0  AU-50 . 185 


1858-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lovely  original  surfaces. ...  99 


Gem  1869  Half  Dollar 


1869  MS-65  (NGC).  Wonderful  satiny  surfaces 
with  a  halo  of  light  golden  at  the  rims.  A  won¬ 
derful  specimen  — and,  in  this  preservation,  a 
rarity . 5,250 

1872  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  whispers  of  deli¬ 

cate  peripheral  toning.  Breen  reports  unsold  re¬ 
mainders  of  the  950  pieces  struck  were  melted  in 
1873 .  595 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,150 

1873  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with 
amber  peripheral  toning . 595 


Important  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 


1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Golden  surfaces  with  mint  lustre  evident.  A  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  rare,  important,  and 
desirable  coin . 4,150 


Elusive  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  year  that  half  dollars 
with  arrows  were  struck  at  Carson  City.  A  key  is¬ 
sue  in  all  grades . 3,850 


Impressive  Mint  State  1874  With  Arrows 


1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  original  toning. 
Arrows  were  placed  on  the  1873  and  1874  issues 
to  denote  a  weight  change,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  change  was  within  mint  tolerances  and  many 
of  the  "old"  planchets  were  used  anyway.  This  is 
an  excellent  specimen  of  the  last  of  the  Arrows 


half  dollars . 2,575 

1874-CC  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) . 825 


1875  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  surfaces. 209 


Superb  Gem  1877-S  Half  Dollar 


1877-S  MS-66  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  with 
beautiful  light  rainbow  surfaces . 4,650 


Breathtaking  1880  Gem! 


1880  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  golden  centers  encircled 
with  amber  and  rose  toning  at  the  rims.  The  fin¬ 
est  graded  by  PCGS.  Wow!  An  exciting  coin  that 


will  thrill  you  just  as  it  thrills  us!  Low  mintage 
too! .  9,500 


Really  Premium  1883  Half  Dollar  Gem 


1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  original  light  silver-grav 
with  some  subtle  coppery  highlights.  Full  cartwheel 
lustre  and  supreme  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  nicest 
MS-65  Seated  halves  we  can  remember  seeing  A 
sparkling  gem  whose  condition  is  onlv  excelled  by  its 
pleasing  look.  Only  8,000  coined . 3,795 


Superb  Gem  1884  Half  Dollar 


1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  wonderful 
amber  and  blue  peripheral  toning.  High  grade, 
low  mintage  — a  landmark! . 6,250 


Proof  Gem  1885  Half  Dollar 


1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  with  frostv 
champagne  surfaces . 3,495 


Lovely  Gem  1891  Half  Dollar 


1891  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces 
Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade,  in  our  experience 


Last  year  of  the  design . 3,595 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  beautiful  SV) 
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Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  begins  early  in  the  series  and  contin¬ 
ues  to  include  many  interesting  and  desirable  dates 
and  mintmarks.  Barber  coins  of  all  kinds  have  en¬ 
joyed  great  popularity  in  recent  times  — and  if  you 
have  some  nice  pieces  for  sale,  please  let  us  know. 
"The  fastest  check  in  the  East"  awaits  you! 


Superb  Proof  1893  Half  Dollar 


1893  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Deep  amber  and  blue  surfaces. 
One  of  the  very  finest  specimens  in  existence.  A 

superb  coin  fit  for  a  superb  collection . 7,995 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 1,050 

1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in 

this  grade . 1,085 

1896  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  coin  — an 
excellent  combination  of  high  grade  and,  in  our 

opinion,  very  reasonable  price . 750 

1898  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  deep 

blue  and  fiery  orange  toning . 795 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  original  lustre. 
Choice  for  the  grade  and  full  of  eye  appeal.  A  find 
for  the  type  collector  or  Barber  enthusiast. ...  775 
1902-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint 
State  — on  an  absolute  basis  as  well  as  a  relative 
basis . 1,195 

1905  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  surfaces . 750 

Lovely  Proof  1906  Barber  504 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lovely.  A  beautiful  specimen 

of  this  low-mintage  Proof . 1,495 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  satiny  lustre. 

Light  original  reverse  toning.  Well  struck  and 
very  attractive . 1,295 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1909  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  329 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces. ...  995 

Important  1911-S  Half  Dollar 

1911- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find 

when  you  want  one! . 1,895 

1912- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  gray  toning 

with  superb  lustre . 1,225 

191 5-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  An  es¬ 
pecially  pleasing  specimen  of  the  last  Denver 
Mint  issue  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. .  1,275 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided  to  rede¬ 
sign  the  current  American  silver  coinage,  which 
consisted  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 


(the  silver  dollar  not  having  been  coined  since  1904). 
Instead  of  relying  upon  the  Mint's  engraving  staff,  in¬ 
vitations  were  sent  out  to  leading  sculptors  and 
artists,  following  a  trend  that  had  been  initiated  by 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  1905  when  he  ar¬ 
ranged  with  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  redesign  the 
coinage.  After  that  time,  private  artists  produced  a 
variety  of  issues,  including  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and 
half  eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909  Lincoln  cent 
(Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the  1913  "Buffalo"  nickel 
(James  Earle  Fraser).  By  1916  the  Mint  also  had  uti¬ 
lized  artists  from  the  private  sector  to  do  certain 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  coins,  most 
notably  Robert  Aitken's  work  on  the  immense  $50 
octagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver  coin 
competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil  — whose  1916 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  design  was  chosen 
and  Adolph  A.  Weinman.  The  latter  artist  designed 
the  "Mercury"  dime  and  the  present  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar. 

The  result  was  a  design  which  today  is  still  ac¬ 
claimed  for  its  beauty  and  is  high  on  the  list  of 
numismatic  favorites.  In  fact,  in  1986  when  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  sought  a  motif  for  its  silver  "eagle" 
bullion  coins  it  reached  back  to  the  1916  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar  as  the  best  motif  in  its  repertoire. 

The  obverse  motif  shows  Miss  Liberty  walking 
according  to  popular  nomenclature,  or  striding.  The 
1916  Mint  Report  commented  as  follows  concerning 
the  motif: 

The  design  of  the  half  dollar  bears  a  full-length 
figure  of  Liberty,  the  folds  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
flying  to  the  breeze  as  a  background,  progressing  in 
full  stride  toward  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  carrying 
branches  of  laurel  and  oak,  symbolical  of  civil  and 
military  glory.  The  hand  of  the  figure  is  outstretched 
in  bestowal  of  the  spirit  of  Liberty.  The  reverse  of  the 
half  dollar  shows  an  eagle  perched  high  upon  a 
mountain  crag,  his  wings  unfolded,  fearless  in  spirit 
and  conscious  of  his  power.  Springing  from  a  rift  in 
the  rock  is  a  sapling  mountain  pine,  symbolical  of 
America. 

Coinage  of  half  dollars  in  1916  took  place  at  all 
three  active  mints:  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San 
Francisco.  The  branch  mint  issues  bore  the  letters  D  or 
S  on  the  obverse,  a  mintmark  position  not  seen  in  the 
half  dollar  series  since  the  illustrious  New  Orleans 
coins  of  1838  and  1839.  In  1917  the  same  procedure 
was  followed  for  a  time,  after  which,  part  way 
through  the  year,  the  mintmarks  were  relegated  to 
the  reverse,  where  they  remained  for  the  duration  of 
the  series. 

From  1916  through  1921  half  dollars  were  issued 
with  great  regularity,  minted  in  each  year.  In  the  last 
named  year  the  mintages  were  very  low,  due  to  pre¬ 
vailing  economic  conditions  in  America. 

The  year  1922  was  skipped  entirely  for  circulation 
strike  mintage,  with  the  next  production  being  the 
1923-S.  After  that  there  was  no  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar  coinage  in  1925  or  1926,  production  only  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  in  1927  and  1928,  only  at  the  Den¬ 
ver  and  San  Francisco  mints  in  1929,  and  no  mintage 
at  all  from  1930  to  1932.  It  is  interesting  from  a  tech¬ 


nical  viewpoint  that  certain  dates  of  the  1920s  for 
which  circulation  strike  half  dollars  were  not  made 
did,  however,  see  some  commemoratives. 

In  1933,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  made 
only  at  San  Francisco.  Then,  beginning  in  1934,  pro¬ 
duction  became  regular  once  again,  at  all  three  mints, 
a  procedure  kept  up  through  1938,  when  the  San 
Francisco  issue  was  omitted.  From  1939  onward  coin¬ 
age  was  continuous  more  or  less,  except  there  was  no 
1940-D  nor  was  there  a  1947-S. 

Numismatic  interest  in  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
began  in  a  big  way  in  the  mid-1930s,  coincident  with 
Wayte  Raymond's  offering  of  his  "National1"  coin  al¬ 
bums,  which  made  such  coins  interesting  to  collect  in 
order  and  display.  By  this  time  most  of  the  earlier  issues 
had  long  since  slipped  into  circulation.  Today,  numis¬ 
matists  recognize  that  the  majority  of  issues  from  1917 
through  1929  are  indeed  elusive  in  Mint  State.  Issues  of 
1916  are  by  no  means  plentiful,  but  more  seem  to  have 
been  saved  due  to  the  first  year  of  issue. 

While  the  design  of  the  1916  half  dollar  was  at  once 
elegant  and  appealing,  and  garnered  many  para¬ 
graphs  of  praise  from  coin  collectors  and  artists,  at  the 
Mint  there  were  great  difficulties  experienced  in  strik¬ 
ing  the  pieces  up  fully.  As  a  result,  the  vast  majority 
of  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  have  some  light¬ 
ness  of  strike  in  the  higher  parts,  particularly  the 
center  of  the  obverse  in  the  highest  relief,  including 
the  skirt  lines.  Today,  the  astute  buyer  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  has  at  least  four  considerations 
determining  the  value  of  one  of  these  pieces: 

1.  Numerical  or  technical  grade,  expressed  as 
MS-60,  MS-61,  and  so  on. 

2.  Striking  quality,  typically  expressed  as  "aver¬ 
age,"  "better  than  average,"  or  "sharp."  However, 
the  latter  category  is  rarely  needle-sharp,  as  such 
pieces  simply  weren't  made  for  certain  of  the  issues. 

3.  Aesthetic  quality -attractiveness  of  toning, 
lustre,  and  overall  visual  appeal. 

4.  Rarity  (frequency  of  appearance)  at  a  given 
grade. 

In  general,  Philadelphia  Mint  pieces  are  more 
sharply  struck  than  are  those  from  the  branch  mints. 
This  was  due  to  spacing  of  the  dies  in  the  coinage 
press,  a  situation  that  has  a  counterpart  in  other  de¬ 
nominations,  most  notably  the  Buffalo  nickel  series 
(in  which  Philadelphia  pieces  are  generally  decently 
struck,  and  Denver  and  San  Francisco  issues  vary 
considerably).  Don  Taxay  in  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 
notes:  "Most  specimens  issued  prior  to  World  War  II 
are  too  weak  to  show  the  striated  (for  red)  stripes,  the 
branch  hand,  or  Miss  Liberty's  headgear."  Similarly 
and  more  dramatically,  Walter  Breen  has  written  that 
the  only  issues  that  are  really  sharp  strikes  are  certain 
1916  and  1917  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  and  Proofs 
minted  from  1936  and  1942  (and,  note  that  he  did  not 
say  these  were  fidly  struck).  Thus,  circulation  strikes 
within  the  entire  series  exist  in  varying  degrees  of 
sharpness  to  mount  a  challenge  to  the  discerning  spe¬ 
cialist,  with  the  completion  of  a  sharply  struck  set  an 
impossibility.  To  paraphrase  Dr.  William  1  i.  Sheldon, 
this  is  like  playing  a  round  of  golf  in  18  strokes;  in 
theory  it  is  possible,  but  no  one  has  ever  come  close  to 
doing  it. 
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For  a  long  time,  numismatists  who  have  been 
particular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dollars  of 
the  1916-1947  design  type.  If  you  are  at  all  particular, 
we  know  you  will  be  delighted  with  the  pieces  of¬ 
fered  herewith. 

Superb  Gem  1916  Walking  Liberty  Half 


1916  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  fully  struck  specimen 
with  superb  original  lustre.  Brilliant . 3,350 

Pleasing,  Original  1916  Walking  Liberty  50C 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  whis¬ 
pers  of  subtle  original  toning . 1,650 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  iridescent  surfaces. .  295 

Choice  1917-S  Half  with  Reverse  Mintmark 

1917-S  Reverse  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
and  original  with  very  light  champagne  toning. 
Well  struck  for  the  issue,  typically  showing  some 
of  the  softest  strikes  in  the  series.  This  coin  is  very 
attractive  for  the  grade;  ideal  for  inclusion  in  a 
Mint  State  Walker  set  where  originality  and  eye 


appeal  are  the  uniting  factors . 1,850 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


Brilliant,  Beautiful  and  Rare  1919  50< 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
this  highly  prized  and  very  elusive  Philadelphia 
Mint  date . 3,650 

Key  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  A  key 
issue . 2,650 


Lustrous  1919-S  50c 

191 9-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  coin  that 
will  surely  please.  Rare  in  all  high  grades. .  1,850 

Elusive  1919-S  Half  Dollar 

1919-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 1,695 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  desirable  example  of 
this  hard-to-find  San  Francisco  issue . 875 


Gem  1920  Half  Dollar 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  rarer  in  gem  con¬ 
dition  than  generally  believed.  One  of  many  really 
outstanding  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  listed 
here.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you've  come  to  the 
right  place! . 4,650 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  can  be  classified  in  two 
convenient  groups,  including  the  rarities  of  the  teens  and  20s 
and  the  much  higher  mintages  of  the  30s  and  40s.  Many  collect 
the  "short  set"  from  1934  through  1947.  This  1933-S  issue, 
therefore,  is  caught  in  between,  being  a  much  scarcer  issue,  yet 
generally  not  included  as  part  of  the  short  set  coins. 


Choice  and  Lustrous  1929-S  50C 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  amber 
peripheral  toning . 775 

1933- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 269 

1934  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne . 975 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1934- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  at  the  rims . 665 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces. ...  529 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 329 

Gem  1935-S  Half  Dollar 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a  hint 

of  light  gold  on  the  rims . 1,950 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  amber 
peripheral  toning . 639 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 


1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Golden  centers  with  fiery  or¬ 
ange  peripheral  toning.  First  year  of  the  Proof  Lib¬ 


erty  Walking  series,  and  the  rarest  A  wonderful 
gem! . 4  995 

Memorable  Gem  Proof  1936  50< 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lots  of  frost  on  the 
devices  giving  a  cameo  effect.  Memorable  quality 
and  unquestioned  rarity . 3,495 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  rose  surfaces.  Are  all  of 
the  nicest  coins  in  America  in  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  inventory?  One  might  think  so 


when  reading  this  listing!  A  lovely  gem.  ...  3,495 

1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 269 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  with  a 

whisper  of  baby  blue  at  the  rims . 269 

1936  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1936- 1)  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1936-S  MS-66  (NGC)  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

specimen  — quite  elusive  so  nice! . 1,245 

1936-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  original  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  obverse . 329 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


Superb  Gem  1937-D  Half  Dollar 


1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  3,750 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC  1  Brilliant 
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Join  One  of  our  Most  Popular  Programs 


The  Franklin  Half  Dollar  Club 


If  you  are  interested  in  Franklin  half  dollars,  then  you  will 
find  joining  our  Franklin  Half  Dollar  Club  to  be  the  most 
convenient,  most  efficient,  most  economical  way  to  build  a 
magnificent  collection  of  these  beauties.  The  completion  of 
this  set,  1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  nearly  every 
numismatist — from  novice  to  expert. 

Franklin  Half  Dollar  Tidbits 

The  Franklin  half  dollar  was  the  last  work  of  its  designer, 
Mint  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock.  Who  would  have  thought 
this  popular  design  had  its  own  share  of  controversy  upon 
striking?  Concerns  were  raised  regarding  the  small  eagle  at  the 
right  of  the  bell  and  the  “plain”  crack  in  the  bell  itself  as  they 
might  lead  to  puns  derogatory  to  U.S.  coinage.  However,  the 
derogatory  remarks  arose  not  from  the  crack  in  the  liberty  bell, 
but  from  Sinnock’s  initial  JS.  Paranoid  superpa¬ 
triots  of  the  Senator  McCarthy  persuasion,  fear¬ 
ful  of  Communists  under  every  bed,  misidentified 
these  initials  as  designating  Joseph  Stalin.  How¬ 
ever  the  real  controversy  about  the  design  re¬ 
mained  a  closet  skeleton  until  the  mid-1960s.  It 
was  then  learned  that  Sinnock  had  adapted  the 
reverse  from  John  Frederick  Lewis’  original  sketch 
for  the  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  without  ever 
allowing  Lewis’  name  to  be  used  either  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  commemorative  or  the  Franklin 
half  dollar! 


The  Complete  Guide  lo 

Franklin 
Half  Dollars 


Call  Today  to  Become  a  Member 

Right  now,  we  invite  you  to  contact  Debbie  McDonald  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Franklin  Half  Dollar  Club.  Here  are 
the  benefits  for  you: 

•  4%  discount  on  every  purchase  you  make — even  those 
outside  the  club  program 

•  A  one  year’s  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The 
Coin  Collector 

•  First  choice  of  all  new  purchases  in  the  series 

•  A  gift  certificate  worth  $50  toward  your  next  purchase  of 
any  books  listed  in  this  RCR! 

•  You  decide  how  much  you  want  to  spend  per  month.  For 
as  little  as  $  1 00  a  month  or  as  much  as  $  1 ,000  a  month, 

a  meaningful  collection  can  be  yours.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  you’re  on  a  budget  or  just  starting  out, 
consider  MS-63  coins.  If  you  have  a  bit  more  to 
spend,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and  search 
for  fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines. 

All  it  takes  is  a  few  seconds  of  your  time  to 
register  via  our  toll-free  number  1-800-222- 
5993.  Call  today  and  take  advantage  of  this 
special  startup  package — order  $250  or  more  in 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 
by  Rick  Tomaska  is  just 
one  of  the  many  fantas¬ 
tic  numismatic  books  for 
sale  in  our  book  section. 


your  first  shipment  and  take  a  full 
off  the  order!  Choose  your  coins 
listed  on  the  following  pages. 


J 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1937- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 795 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 


A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  circulation 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491,600  were  struck. 

1938-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  the  most  desired  single  issue  in  the  1930s.  595 


1938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 279 

1939- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Original  light  gold  toning  and 

full  lustre . 335 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1940  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

yellow  toning  from  2:00  to  5:00  at  the  rims.  1,195 
1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 199 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 395 

1941  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  fiery  or¬ 
ange  peripheral  toning . 639 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1941  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1941-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  1,095 
1941-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1941- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  a  hint  of 

golden  toning . 695 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 639 

1942  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 639 

1942  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942  MS-64.  Brilhant.  . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 245 

1942-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  toning . 245 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

Superb  Gem  1942-S  50<t 
1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 
fine! . 1,945 


1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1942- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1943  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1943  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 99 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 189 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Wow! . 799 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 799 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 369 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 


Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting  them  is  a 
pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
We  look  "beyond  the  grading  number"  and  acquire  coins  that 
are  visually  appealing  and  among  the  finest  in  their  grade 
category.  It  is  no  wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we 
have  helped  to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half 


dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

1943- S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 79 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  ..  99 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1944-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1944- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  amber 

peripheral  toning . 74 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1945  MS-65  Brilliant . 99 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  yellow 

toning  on  the  rims . 99 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 


Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality  inven¬ 
tory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in  the  country. 
If  vou  like  "high-end"  pieces,  you've  come  to  the  right  place. 
And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we  deliver,  our  prices  will  seem 


like  bargains! 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 


One  coin  at  a  time. . . .  Use  this  listing  to  start,  or  add  to,  a 
fine  collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  We  invite  you 
to  sign  up  with  Gail  or  Debbie  and  become  a  member  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  In  this  way  we  will  make  auto¬ 
matic  shipments  to  you  of  the  coins  you  want  and  of  the  grades 
and  quality  you  desire,  all  backed  by  our  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Sign  up  today! 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 
toning  at  the  rims . 129 


1946-1)  MS-66.  Brilliant . 

1946-D  MS-66  (FOGS).  Brilliant 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lovely  rose 

and  blue  peripheral  toning . 219 

1946-S  MS-65  (PC  ( 5)  Brilliant  .  119 

1946- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  385 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  turfac ee  385 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  165 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1947- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1947-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  purchased 

a  little  hoard  of  choice,  lustrous  specimens,  each 
graded  by  PCGS.  Buy  one  for . 45 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 
have  been  buying!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a 
very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about  everyone. 
If  you're  on  a  budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to 
choice  Mint  State.  If  you  have  extra  funds  in  your 
checking  account,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and 
search  for  fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines.  Our 
selection  is  of  very  high  quality. 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  choice  original 
satiny  surfaces . 169 


Lovely  1949-D  Franklin  50c  with  FBL 


1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,350 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning . 285 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  179 

1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1950- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant .  995 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  79 

1951- D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant .  89 

1951- S  MS-65.  Brilliant .  95 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS) .  495 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  495 

1952- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant .  195 

1953- D  MS  65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  onl\  ver\ 

light  gold  obverse  toning.  Full  unbroken  lustre 
and  choice  eye  appeal . 575 
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1953-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1954  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1954  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 37 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1954-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1955  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 47 

1955  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo.  (NGC).  Frosty  white 

devices  with  full  contrast  against  immaculate 
fields . 295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Fleavily  frosted 

devices  offset  from  reflective  fields . 295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 379 

1956  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 99 

1956  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1956  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 45 

1956  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  surfaces . 45 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1958  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 45 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 45 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 259 

1959  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 115 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 115 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 53 

1959-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1959-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1960  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1960  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 57 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1960-D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 49 

1960-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1961-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 395 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  28 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1962  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1962  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1962- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1963  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 79 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1969-S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  69 

Silver  Dollars 


For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  collec¬ 
tors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena  for  quality 
coins  and  great  value.  Longtime  customers  know  that 
when  quality  counts,  they  can  count  on  us  to  deliver. 
Silver  dollars  have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties 
and  we  are  justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
been  instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver 
dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 


We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars, 
inaugurated  by  the  ever-popular  Gobrecht  issues  of 
1836  —  then  go  in  a  truly  grand  and  impressive  way 
into  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars.  We  have  dates  and 
grades  to  suit  every  collecting  interest,  including  de¬ 
sirable  branch  mint  rarities  and  other  popular  issues 
We  look  forward  to  your  order. 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  among  the  most  elusive 
of  all  U.S.  design  types.  Virtually  every  date  in  the 
series  can  be  considered  rare  in  Mint  State,*  and  even 
in  EF  or  finer,  this  series  presents  an  amazing  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  date  collector.  Curiously  enough,  and 
quite  enticing  to  potential  buyers,  current  prices  do 
not  really  reflect  the  overall  rarity  of  the  series.  Good 
values  can  be  found  in  our  listing,  which  is  among  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  had.  We  offer  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone— from  entry-level  coins  to  treasures  for  the 
advanced  collector. 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  750 

1843  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

Mint  State  1846  Dollar 

1846  MS-60  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  deep  iridescent 
colors.  Not  often  encountered  in  full  Mint 


State . 1,495 

1846  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 1,195 


Lovely  Mint  State  1853  Dollar 


1853  MS-61  (PCGS).  Golden  and  rose  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 
sive  in  Mint  State,  as  are  any  and  all  silver  dollars  of 
this  era.  Most  were  melted  or  exported . 3,195 


Exceptional  1859-S  Dollar 


itUUtUuttj 


1859-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  good  remaining 
original  lustre  and  a  full  strike  An  impressive 
rarity  with  only  20,000  minted,  this  is  the  only 
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collectible  San  Francisco  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
besides  the  1872-S  and  very  difficult  to  locate  in 
grades  approaching  Mint  State.  The  present  speci¬ 
men  bears  only  very  light  circulation  and  is  a  coin 
that  would  please  even  the  fussiest  Seated  coinage 
specialist . 3,595 


Rare  Proof  1862  Dollar 


1862  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  doubly  rare  coin  — 
rare  as  a  Proof  and  equally  rare  in  any  form  as  a 
date.  Lots  of  value  here,  in  our  opinion.  Rarity 
never  goes  out  of  style! . 3,250 


Choice  Proof  1870  Dollar 


1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen, 
and  quite  rare  as  such . 5,650 


Pamela  Mitchell 


Pam,  new  to  our  company  and  rela¬ 
tively  new  to  Wolfeboro,  is  the  admin¬ 
istrative  assistant  to  our  vice  president, 
Chris  Karstedt. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Choice  Proof  1871  Dollar 


1871  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 2,495 

Mint  State  1872  $1 


1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find,  espe¬ 
cially  in  relation  to  the  tremendous  demand  for 
coins  of  this  quality . 2,950 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world's  leader  — or  at 
least  we  think  we  are  — when  it  comes  to  buying  rare 
quality  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Read,  study,  and  cri¬ 
tique  the  following  listing  and  you  will  agree  that  it  is 
one  of  the  finest  selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have 
offered  in  recent  times. 

Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  team  (Gail  Watson  and  Debbie  McDonald). 
Just  a  few  days  after  you  place  your  order  (even 
quicker  if  you  desire  overnight  delivery;  ask  about 
the  details),  some  of  the  most  beautifid  Morgan  dollars 
you've  ever  seen  will  be  arriving  in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may  be 
several  coins  "deep"  in  inventory,  while  some  of  the 
rare  dates  listed  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock. 
Our  best  advice  is  to  order  early  to  be  assured  of  your 
selection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most 
widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In  fact,  among 
19th  (and  early  20th)  century  series,  they  are  the  un¬ 
disputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they  should  be!  A  basic 
set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than 
100  coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive 
Mint  State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  per  coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot 
less. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically  seeks 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money."  There  may  be  no  better 
place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a 


complete  collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable  tor 
most  collectors,  the  major  "stopper"  being  the  1895 
Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-onlv  coin  It  you  modify 
your  goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actu- 
ally  struck  for  circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together 
an  absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  purchase 
as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State, 
and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893- 
S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly  circulated  grades 
With  so  many  options  available,  is  it  any  wonder  that 
Morgan  dollars  are  so  popular? 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  Ideal  for 
a  type  set.  Not  rare  in  an  absolute  sense,  but  there 
is  such  a  demand  for  the  variety  that  examples  in 
Mint  State  can  be  very  hard  to  find  when  you 

want  one!  This  piece  is  very  nice! . 1 ,425 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  deeply  reflective  surfaces  and  a  hint  of  vio¬ 
let  periphery . 395 


Pleasing  Gem  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers 


1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  excellent  lusted  and  a  prooflike  obverse  with 
heavily  frosted  device.  Tiny  splash  of  coppery 
toning  on  Liberty's  jaw.  Appealing  and  rare  so 

fine . 2,995 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  139 
1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 
seen).  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 

seen).  MS-64  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  ven 
rare  with  deep  "dimple,"  more  officially,  DMPL, 
surface . 795 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,375 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  beautiful 

golden  peripheral  toning . 1,095 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gorgeous 
frosty  devices  set  off  from  immaculate  reflective 

fields . 1  ,095 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

Lovely  1879  DMPL  Morgan  Si 

1879  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mirror  sur 

faces.  A  beauty! . 1,850 


Fax  Your  Order 
603-569-5319 
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Gem  1879-0  Dollar 


1879-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  gem  — far 

finer  than  usually  seen . 3,395 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1879-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1879-S  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Superb  frosty  devices.  The 
obverse  is  blast  white  and  the  reverse  has  lovely 

gold  and  rose  peripheral  toning . 395 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 249 

1879-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  199 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lovely  gold, 

green  and  rose  toning . 99 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-63  Brilliant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

1879-S  MS-62  PL.  Brilliant . 39 

1879- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 33 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  original  coin 

with  lots  of  "flash."  Nice  for  the  grade . 879 

1880- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1880-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  lustrous 

cartwheel . 1,249 

1880-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1880-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1880-S  MS-66  DPL  (NGC).  Wonderful  cameo  por¬ 
trait;  not  often  seen  this  nice . 1,395 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 249 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  half 

moon  of  rainbow  toning  on  the  reverse . 249 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lilac  toning.  249 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
popular  varieties  in  the  series.  Some  time  ago  we 


made  a  fantastic  purchase  of  dozens  and  dozens  of 
these,  and  stated  that  we  "probably  have  enough 
to  supply  one  each  to  you  and  all  of  your  cous¬ 
ins."  Since  then  they  have  been  selling  like  maple- 
syrup  covered  hotcakes,  and  our  supply  is 
diminished  —  but  we  still  have  12  coins  —  as  we  go 
to  press.  Each  is  certified  by  PCGS  and  each  is  a 
beauty.  Buy  one  for  just  $48,  or  if  you  want  some 
for  your  cousins,  put  away  a  nice  hoard  of  10 


beauties  for  just . 400 

1880-S  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

Prooflike  1881  Dollar 

1881  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Wow!  Only 
three  pieces  graded  higher  in  MS-65 .  1,895 

1881- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  superb  gem 

specimen  of  this  scarce  Carson  City  issue.  Bound 
to  sell  quickly  for . 1,285 

1881-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1881-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1881-S  MS-67  PL  (NGC) . 945 

1881-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1881-S  MS-66  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1881-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1881-S  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 


dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand.  If  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1881-S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  will  surely  be 


grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  Morgan 
dollar  for  all  seasons . 48 


This  is  another  issue  for  which  we  have  a  quantity  of 
really  beautiful  handpicked  coins.  Buy  10  or  more  (up  to  25 
maximum)  and  take  a  10%  discount. 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 


ripheral  toning . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 48 

1881-S  MS-63  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


Outstanding  Gem  1882  Dollar 

1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  frosty  devices.  A  beautiful  and  original 


specimen  of  this  date . 1,975 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 549 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 549 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 


1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  rainbow  iridescence  on 


obverse . 1,295 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1882-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 545 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1882-CC  MS-62  (GSA) . 105 

1882-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Interesting 

"overmintmark"  variety . 975 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 975 

1882-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Far  above  average 

for  this  popular  date  and  mint . 795 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . .'. . 249 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 249 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 99 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1882-S  MS-62  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1883  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 119 

1883  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for . 55 

1883  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  We've 
bought  quite  a  few,  but  they're  going  fast!  While 
they  last,  buy  one  for . 38 


Exquisite  1883-CC  Dollar 


1883-CC  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  unabated  lus¬ 
trous  cartwheel  and  immaculate  fields.  One  of  the 
finest  Carson  City  dollars  we've  handled  in  quite 
some  time.  If  you  seek  just  one  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lar  to  display  with  great  pride,  this  is  as  good  a 
candidate  as  any.  Only  two  have  been  certified 

finer  by  PCGS . 3,995 

1883-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1883-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  heavily 
frosted  devices  and  contrast  that  nearly  qualifies 

for  the  "deep  cameo"  designation . 470 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 349 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  J 19 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  34° 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 135 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 
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1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 179 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Choice  and  Lustrous  1883-S  Dollar 


1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 5,295 

1884  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  full  original  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 1,025 


Gem  Prooflike  1884  $1 


1884  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deep  mirror 
surfaces  — a  connoisseur's  delight.  Low  population 


only  five  pieces  graded  higher  MS-66 .  2,350 

1884  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1884  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  devices 
and  striking  contrast . 245 


Fantastic  Gem  1884-CC  Dollar 


1884-CC  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5,250 

1884-CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Splendid!  1,395 

1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1884-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 


1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 


Very  attractive . 345 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . m 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 119 

1884-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1884-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 99 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 95 


Superlative  Gem  1884-0  Dollar 


1884-0  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  unblem¬ 
ished  cartwheel  lustre.  A  stunning  specimen  with 
immaculate  satiny  surfaces;  only  one  piece  has 
been  graded  finer  by  PCGS.  In  demand  in  this 
state  of  preservation  and  extremely  scarce.  3,150 


Remarkable  1884-0  Dollar 


1884-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  remark¬ 
ably  high-grade  specimen,  with  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  Wow!  Low  population  and  only  one  graded 

higher . 2,495 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 389 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  center  with  vibrant 

gold  and  blue  peripheral  toning . 389 

1884-0  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT - 
we've  purchased  a  nice  group  at  this  grade  level, 

too . 48 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Step  right  up!  We've 
just  bought  quite  a  few  of  these.  What  a  dandy 
coin  — and  inexpensive,  too!—  this  will  make  for 
your  collection,  or  as  a  gift  as  the  first  coin  in  the 


collection  of  a  valued  friend  (what  better  gift 
could  be  imagined  than  an  introduction  to  nurm^ 
matics?) . 35 

1884- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  2i » 

1885  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  immaculate  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

1885  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence  on  the  obverse,  mostlv  brilliant  on  the 

reverse . 295 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  AU  K  1  \  I  fere 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buv  one 

for: .  pis 

ASK!  Ask  Gail  Watson  or  Debbie  McDonald  about  the 
Bowers  anc|  Merena  Morgan  Dollar  Society.  We  offer  you  a 
convenient  way  to  build  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan  dollars  on  a 
coin-by-coin,  month-bv-month  basis.  Check  it  out,  and  sign  up 
today.  When  you  "sign  up”  you  are  not  under  anv  continuing 
obligation,  as  you  can  discontinue  membership  at  any  time  In 
fact,  we  are  never  content  to  rest  on  our  laurels,  and  each  neu' 
shipment  to  you  has  to  be  excellent.  Perhaps  our  passion  for 
quality  is  why  we  have  many  clients  who  have  been  buying  from 
us  for  40  years  or  more  (we  started  the  business  in  1953). 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1885  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosted  devices. 
A  touch  of  multicolored  "roll-toning"  decorates 
the  right  side.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  Carson  City  dollar . 945 

1885- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 845 

1885-CC  MS-63  (GSA) . 299 

Superb  1885-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  New  Orleans  Mint  silver 


dollar . 1,695 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 269 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 269 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1885-0  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant . 99 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Superb! .  935 

1886  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant .  495 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces  249 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  amber  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  rims . 99 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  18 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALFRT1  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buv  one 
for . 48 


33 
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Prooflike  Gem  1886-S  Dollar 


1886-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  spectacular 
specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Morgan  dollar. 
Only  two  graded  higher,  at  MS-66  PL . 3,850 

Gem  1886-S  Morgan  $1 


1886-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  high- 
grade  coin  —  another  gem  from  what  we  think  is  the 
finest  stock  of  Morgan  dollars  in  existence.  ..  3,750 


1886-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1886- S  MS-63  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 1,350 

1887/6  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1887  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1887  VAM-12.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1887- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 


Carson  City  Delicacies 

There  is  something  special  about 
Carson  City  coins,  what  with  their  be¬ 
ing  minted  in  the  middle  of  the  Wild 
West  during  its  wildest  days,  with  their 
generally  low  mintages,  and  more. 

In  this  issue  you'll  find  many  inter¬ 
esting  Carson  City  coins,  especially 
among  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Use  the 
opportunity  to  add  some  "CC"  pieces 
to  your  collection! 


1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS) . 709 

1888  V AM-11.  Doubled  die  obverse.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Brilliant . 229 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for . 49 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49 


Marvelous  1888-0  Dollar 


1888-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  mar¬ 
velous  specimen  of  this  New  Orleans  dollar.  Con¬ 


noisseurs  take  note! . 3,950 

1888-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Wonderful  1888-S  Dollar 


1888-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Toned  in  gold,  blue,  and  am¬ 
ber.  One  of  the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever 


seen! . 4,450 

1888-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 169 


Condition  Census  1889  Dollar 


1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  unbroken  lustre 
and  a  full  strike.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen 
of  this  date,  and  PCGS  has  certified  only  three 


finer.  A  wonderful  specimen  for  the  dollar  spe¬ 


cialist . 3,150 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1889  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS)  Brilliant  Ran 

DMPL . 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 


1889-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen 
of  the  rarity  among  Carson  City  silver  dollars  — 
the  key  to  the  series . 4,950 


Prooflike  1889-0  Silver  Dollar 


1889-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mirror 
fields.  A  wonderful  1889-0,  a  great  combination 
of  high  grade  and  rare  beauty! . 3,950 


Appealing  Gem  1889-0  Dollar 


1889-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  original  lustre  with  subtle 
lilac  and  amber  peripheral  toning.  A  splendid 
specimen  and  very  tough  to  locate  in  the  gem  cat¬ 
egory . 5,950 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  choice  lustre  tor 

the  grade . 635 

Gem  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  \  gem!  Nice  in  even 

respect . 2,150 


Popular  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


34 
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1890-S  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
What  a  gorgeous  coin.  In  this  grade  very  few 


exist . 7,795 

1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Attractive  1889-S  Gem  Dollar 

1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 369 

Scarce  1890  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  Dollar 
1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  three 
graded  higher  at  PCGS . 1,495 

Mirrorlike  Gem  1890-CC  $1 


1890-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice 
frost  on  Miss  Liberty . 7,995 

Wonderful  Prooflike  1890-0  Dollar 


1890-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  periph¬ 
eral  golden  iridescence,  frosted  devices  and  su¬ 
perb  lustre.  Only  one  graded  higher!  This  could 
be  the  centerpiece  of  your  Morgan  set . 2,750 

Glittering  1890-0  Dollar 
1890-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,895 

Gem  Prooflike  1890-S  Dollar 


Splendid  Prooflike  1891  Dollar 
1891  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirrored  surfaces 
and  frosted  devices  with  nice  cameo  contrast 
and  just  a  suggestion  of  original  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  beautiful  specimen;  PCGS  has  graded 


none  finer . 1,675 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 


Notable  1891-CC  Dollar 


1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  A  notable  coin  for  quality.  Seldom 
seen  so  fine . 3,495 

Prooflike  1891-0  Dollar 


1891-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  excep¬ 
tional  specimen  of  this  important  coin.  One  of 
only  five  graded  at  PCGS . 2,595 

The  1891-0  has  a  unique  distinction  in  that  specimens 
were  struck  from  three  different  sources  of  silver:  1.  The 
Bland-Allison  Act  of  1878. 2.  The  Sherman  Silver  Purchase  Act 
of  1890. 3.  From  melted-down  trade  dollars.  There  is  no  known 
way  to  differentiate  from  which  source  a  given  1891-0  was 
made. 

Gem  Proof  1892  Dollar 


1892  Proof-65  (NGC).  Mirrored  golden  surfaces.  A 
wonderful  specimen.  Rare  so  fine . 6,495 


Exceptional  1892-CC  Dollar 


1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis 


per  of  light  amber  peripheral  toning . 8,350 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 


Popular  and  Rare  1893-CC  Dollar 


1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4,350 

The  Last  Carson  City  Dollar 


1893-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  with 
a  whisper  of  light  rose  toning  and  nice  original 
lustre.  A  find  for  the  savvy  collector . 2,350 


Bowers  and  Merena  Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
inventory  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  bv 
any  other.  When  we  buy  for  our  stock, 
we  are  very  "fussy,"  often  bvpassing 
hundreds  of  coins  to  buy  just  one  that 
pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If  you 
are  building  a  high-quality  collection, 
please  review  our  selections  carefully. 
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Join  the  Popularity  Parade!  Build  your  own  collection  through  the  Bowers  and  Merena 

Morgan  Dollar  Society 


Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined  in 
1921,  were  for  many  years  the  largest  silver  coins  of  the 
American  realm.  Today  they  are  the  most  popular  American 
series.  Combine  this  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  can  be  obtained  for  relatively  low  prices  in 
beautiful  Mint  State,  and  you  have  all  the  ingredients  of  a 
fascinating,  winning,  challenging  collection!  Struck  at  five 
different  mints  and  often  in  large  quantities,  at  one  time 
these  “cartwheels”  were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casinos, 
and  elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others  were  held 
in  reserve  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  backing  for  its  paper 
Silver  Certificates.  Years  later,  in  fact  until  the  supply  ran  out 
in  March  1964,  these  were  paid  out  at  face  value.  Today, 
Morgan  dollars  are  widely  dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by 
numismatists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  history,  and,  a  remark¬ 
able  bonus  shared  by  few  other  early  series,  their 
availability  in  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  for  very 
reasonable  prices. 

Your  Benefits  as  a  Member 

•  Buying  from  one  of  the  world’s  most  estab¬ 
lished  and  most  respected  rare  coin  firms — 
a  company  with  unsurpassed  financial  and 
professional  credentials. 

•  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected  coins 
cherrypicked  to  your  specifications,  backed 
by  our  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion.  In  addition,  each  coin  will  be  graded  by 
PCGS,  NGC,  or  another  grading  service  of 
your  choice  or,  if  you  prefer,  uncertified  to 
place  in  an  album. 

•  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from  old-time 
collections,  estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buying 


A  Buyers  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  is  yours 
FREE  when  you  become 
a  member. 


trips,  and  all  new  purchases  that  cross  our  threshold! 

A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This  will  mean  additional 
savings  for  you! 

A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  holders  in  which  to  store 
and  display  your  collection. 

A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  offer. 

A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The 
Coin  Collector  for  as  long  as  you  are  a  member! 

A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep  an  inventory  of  your 
collection. 

Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via  e-mail  or  fax 
once  a  week  (upon  request). 

Here’s  How  to  Become  a  Member 

1 . )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade 
level  you  wish  to  collect,  and  whether  you 
prefer  certified  or  non-certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference — per¬ 
sonal  check  or  credit  card  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Debbie  McDonald  at  1-800-222- 
3993  and  we  will  take  it  from  there!  We  want  to 
make  it  easy  and  convenient  for  you  to  form  a 
beautiful  and  meaningful  collection.  Call  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  acquiring  a 
magnificent  selection  of  sparkling  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars — a  collection  you  will  enjoy  sharing  with 
your  family  and  friends.  Such  a  set,  if  completed, 
will  eventually  include  one  of  eacl 
dollar  date  and  mintmark  from  the  fq 
issue,  1 878,  to  the  last,  1921,  plus  some 
ing  varieties,  for  a  total  of  98  cofns 


ad 


Prooflike  1893-0  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-62  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  far,  far  finer 
specimen  than  usually  seen! . 4,695 


Choice  1893-0  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  notable  rarity . 6,950 


Key  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  So  many  people  need 
this,  and  so  few  coins  are  available.  The  1893-S  is 
very  rare  at  the  AU  level . 14,950 


Choice  Mint  State  1894  Dollar 


1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  You'll 
love  it! . 3,950 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Enticing  1894-0  Dollar  Rarity 


1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  fully  lustrous.  7,950 


Rare  and  Beautiful  1894-0  $1 


1894-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,595 


1894-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,595 

High-Grade  1894-S  Semi-Key 
1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,550 


Illustrious  and  Choice  1895  Dollar 


1895  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  encircled  by  iri¬ 
descent  violet  and  rose.  Frankly,  1895  dollars  are 
frequently  just  plain  unattractive.  This  piece  is  an 
outstanding  exception  with  wonderful  eye  appeal 
and  no  notable  impairments.  The  key  to  the  most 
collected  American  series  and  a  coin  that  any  col¬ 
lector  would  be  proud  to  own .  29,950 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you 
special  discounts  on  every  book  pur¬ 
chase.  See  our  book  section! 


Great  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  reallv  great  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  date,  a  very  choice  piece 
that  ranks  in  the  top  10%  of  specimens  we  have 


handled.  A  connoisseur's  delight! . 5,950 

1896  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  u  ith  good 

contrast  between  the  fields  and  devices . 1,175 

1896  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS) . 169 

1896  MS-64  DPL  (NGC) . 210 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  lovely  iridescent 
colors . 49 


Desirable  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 
A  Condition  Rarity 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightlv  re¬ 
flective  surfaces.  A  date  that  is  available  in  circu¬ 
lated  grades  on  a  regular  basis,  but  is  considered 
a  great  rarity  in  any  Mint  State  grade.  With  MS- 
63  examples  priced  close  to  $10,000,  this  is  a  very 
important  opportunity  for  the  collector . 3,150 


Important  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lu<-trouv  Rare  mi 
fine . 3,150 
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18%-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 


Lustrous  1896-S  Dollar 
Repunched  Mintmark 

1896-S  VAM-5  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  very 
light  peripheral  toning.  Good  eye  appeal  and  a 
clearly  repunched  mintmark,  the  most  significant 
of  this  date.  A  nice  coin  for  your  set  with  an  extra 
accessory! . 1,750 


Lovely  1896-S  Dollar 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 
in  the  Morgan  dollar  series,  a  lovely  specimen  of 

a  Morgan  dollar  classic . 2,950 

1897  MS-66  (NGC).  Not  often  seen  in  this  very  high 
grade  (Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues  being  an 

exception!) . 1,295 

1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Readily  available  in 
lower  grades,  but  decidedly  elusive  in  the  superb 
gem  Mint  State  preservation  offered  here. .  1,295 


Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  Morgan  $1 


1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  impressive  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  date  that  becomes  incredibly  rare 
above  average  AU,  particularly  in  choice  Mint 


State  such  as  offered  here.  Don't  miss  this  oppor¬ 
tunity! . 4,995 

Superb  Gem  1897-S  Dollar 

1897-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  2,095 

1897- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1898  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  struck  with 

immaculate  surfaces . 1,095 

1898  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

Impressive  1898-0  $1 

1898- 0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Wow!  What  a  high 

grade! . . 1,895 


United 


1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  at  the  rims . 99 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1898- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

Superb  1899  Dollar 

1899  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem . 109 

Gem  1899-S  Dollar 

1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  Golden  surfaces  highlighted  by 
hints  of  blue,  amber  and  green . 1,995 


Another  1899-S  Gem 

1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  supremely  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive . 1,995 


Choice  Proof  1900  Dollar 


1900  Proof-64  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  encircled  by 
light  yellow  toning  at  the  rims . 2,695 


light  yellow  toning  at  the  rims . 2,695 

Popular  1900  O/CC  in  Gem  Condition 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 625 


When  it  became  evident  that  the  Carson  City  Mint  would 
coin  no  more  silver  dollars  after  July  1, 1899,  and  old  dies  on 
hand  were  returned  to  Philadelphia,  at  least  six  Morgan  dollar 
reverse  dies  with  the  CC  mintmarks  on  them  were  partly 
effaced  in  the  mintmark  area  and  overpunched  with  O 
mintmarks.  Can  any  of  the  dies  be  specifically  identified  as 
having  been  used  for  1893-CC  or  other  CC  coinage? 

The  1900-0/CC  overmintmark  has  been  known  to  nu¬ 
mismatists  for  many  decades,  but  it  was  not  until  the  1950s 
that  a  widespread  demand  arose  for  it.  Five  different  reverse 
die  varieties  are  known,  distinguishable  by  slight  positional 
differences  in  the  overlapping  mintmarks. 

The  Numismatist,  November  1928,  carried  this  article 
(excerpted  here)  by  Will  W.  Neil  of  Baldwin,  Kansas,  a 
pharmacist  whose  hobby  was  numismatics;  in  particular, 
the  collecting  of  silver  dollars.  At  the  time  the  coin  de¬ 
scribed  was  not  listed  in  catalogues  and  was  relatively 
unknown: 

"Mint  Marks,  Or  What  Have  You? 

"Regarding  the  specimen  in  question,  it  is  at  first 
glance  an  ordinary  Morgan-type  silver  dollar  of  1900  from 
the  New  Orleans  Mint,  but  upon  closer  examination  of  the 
mintmark  it  has  the  appearance  of  the  O  having  been 
punched  in  over  the  letters  CC.  If  this  is  so,  then,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  in  this  instance  a  reverse  die  was  taken  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint  to  the  mint  at  New  Orleans  (sic;  actually 
the  punching  was  done  in  Philadelphia],  where  the  usual 
O  was  punched  in  the  die  over  theCC  and  used  in  conjunc¬ 
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tion  with  an  obverse  die  of  1900 

"This  would  be  somewhat  in  accordance  with  the  regular 
procedure,  as  supposedly  all  dies  are  prepared  at  the  Phila 
delphia  Mint  and  then  sent  to  the  branch  mints,  where, 
before  they  are  put  in  use,  a  small  steel  letter  punch  is  used 
to  impress  the  mintmark  upon  the  die.  J  ust  why  such  economy 
as  this  should  have  been  practiced  would  be  hard  to  explain, 
but  it  seems  equally  difficult  to  explain  its  presence  as  being 
anything  else  when  we  consider  the  other  possible  chances 
for  such  a  jumble.  It  could  hardly  have  been  an  error  by  the 
engraver,  because  of  his  having  had  nothing  to  do  with 
punching  the  mintmark. 

"It  is  not  likely  that  he  who  punched  the  mintmark  had 
a  whole  alphabet  of  letters  to  choose  from  when  onlv  an  O  is 
ever  put  in  use  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  for  him  to  have  first  punched  the  letter  in  bottom 
side  up  or  otherwise  muddle  it  up  and  then  correct  it,  for  an 
O  has  neither  top  nor  bottom. 

"The  possibility  of  it  being  a  planchet  defect  is  quite 
removed,  as  I  have  seen  three  different  specimens,  two  of 
which  1  now  have." 

"With  these  possibilities  considered,  1  leave  the  decision 
entirely  in  your  hands,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  piece  is 
genuine  and  unaltered,  as  it  shows  no  evidence  to  lead  one  to 
believe  otherwise,  and  will  welcome  any  comments  regarding 
it  either  direct  or  through  the  pages  of  our  most  welcome 
visitor.  The  Numismatist." 

Neil  was  not  completely  on  the  right  track,  but  he  did 
serve  to  "register"  the  variety.  In  the  decades  since  then  the 
1900-0/CC  has  been  widely  publicized  and  studied,  with  the 
result  that  today  just  about  every  collector  of  Morgan  dollars 
aspires  to  own  one. 

1900-0  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially 
high-grade,  especially  beautiful  specimen  of  this 


New  Orleans  dollar . 1,350 

1900-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  impeccable  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 529 

Gem  1900-S  Dollar 

1900-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lovely . 1,595 

Noteworthy  1900-S  $ 

1900- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1901- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


Superb  1901-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  stunningly  beau¬ 
tiful,  absolutely  marvelous  1901-S  Morgan  dol¬ 


lar . 4,450 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  rainbow  toning  at  the  rims . 895 


Gem  Mint  State  1902  Dollar 
1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  often  seen  at  this 

superb  Mint  State  level . 1,450 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Verv  attractive  peripheral  rose 
toning . 499 
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Superb  Gem  1902-0  Dollar! 


1902-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  semi-prooflike 
surfaces.  Seldom  seen  in  this  lofty  grade!  ..  6,995 

1902-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  New  Orleans 

gem . 139 

1902-0  MS-61  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  A 

very  nice  example  of  this  date  that  so  frequently 
comes  on  a  poor  quality  planchet . 629 

1903  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 679 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  679 
1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1903- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Just  a  light  hint  of  champagne 

toning  and  superb  lustre . 495 

Scarce  Near-Gem  1903-S  Dollar 


1903- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  origi¬ 

nal.  Really  a  superb  specimen  of  this  semi-key, 
one  that  no  doubt  would  improve  many  collec¬ 
tors'  set  of  Morgan  Dollars.  This  example  exhib¬ 
its  a  double  olive  on  the  olive  branch,  indicative 
of  those  struck  from  dies  hubbed  with  both  "old- 
style"  and  "new-style"  hubs.  A  beauty! . 5,850 

Choice  Proof  1904  Dollar 
1904  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Years  ago,  the  1904 
was  considered  to  be  the  most  valuable  of  all 
Proof  Morgan  dollars,  even  more  so  than  the  1895! 
The  reason:  Someone  tried  to  corner  the  market. 
Details  are  in  Dave  Bowers'  two-volume  study. 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encychrpedia.  Today,  while  the  1904  is 
not  the  most  expensive  Proof,  it  certainly  is  hard 
to  find!  . 1,975 

1904- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1904-0  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 279 


the  majority  of  them  —  are  considerably  less  expensive 
today  than  they  were  a  decade  ago.  We  think  this 
translates  to  opportunity  for  you 

1  here  is  no  shortage  of  key  dates  and  "sleepers" 
in  the  series.  Among  our  favorite  dates  are  the  1927- 
D,  the  very  scarce  and  important  1927-S  and  192K-S 
San  Francisco  Mint  issues  — which  sell  for  fractions  of 
their  prices  of  just  a  few  years  back  — and  the  low 
mintage  key-date  1928.  And,  just  in  case  you  are 
seeking  a  classic  1934-S  Peace  dollar  for  vour  growing 
collection,  perhaps  a  Mint  State  coin  with  outstanding 
eye  appeal,  you  need  look  no  further.  I  fere  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  the  same  careful,  fastidious 
buyers  w  ho  select  our  inventory  of  Morgan  dollars 
lend  the  same  insightful  eye  to  their  purchases  of 
Peace  dollars. 

Superb  1921  Peace  Dollar 


1921  Peace.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  very 
finest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled. 
High  relief  design,  as  used  in  this  vear,  but  then 
discontinued,  as  the  sculptured-stvie  relief  would 
not  strike  up  properly  at  the  center . 9,250 

Gem  Mint  State  1921  Peace  $1 


1921  Peace.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
High-quality  1921  Peace  dollars  are  among  the 
more  visually  impressive  coins  in  the  American 
series  due  to  their  engraving  by  trained  medalist 
Anthony  de  Francisci,  well  versed  in  the  art  of 
high-relief  die  wmrk . 2,795 

Delightful  and  Choice  1921  Peace  Dollar 
1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 
with  just  a  hint  of  light  reverse  toning  to  guaran¬ 
tee  originality . 2,795 

Lustrous  Gem  1921  Peace  Dollar 
1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces 
w’ith  deep  amber  peripheral  toning,  a  truly  out 


1904-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  lus- 


tre . 279 

1904-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 


Choice  1904-S  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  2,750 

Lovely  1904-S  Dollar  in  Choice  Mint  State 

1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,750 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 729 

Peace  Dollars 


We  are  very  pleased  with  our  inventory  of  Peace 
dollars!  We  have  always  thought  designer  Anthony 
de  Francisci's  Peace  dollar  design  was  among  the 
most  attractive  of  all  U.S.  coin  designs,  especially 
where  lovely  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Despite  advances  in  the  current  coin  market, 
most  dates  in  the  Peace  dollar  series  —  perhaps  even 


Carol  Travers 

Carol  is  the  new  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  to  Dave  Bowers.  We  caught  her 
on  one  of  her  first  days,  before  Dave 
had  time  to  give  her  101  correspon¬ 
dence,  book,  and  research  projects! 
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standing  specimen  of  this  one-year  (high  relief) 


type  and  start  ot  the  series . 2,795 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


High-Grade  1922-D  Dollar 
1922-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  in  lower 
grades,  the  1922-D  is  quite  elusive  in  the  superb 


gem  quality  offered  here . 1,850 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 325 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

Gem  1922-S  Dollar 

1922- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 

1923  MS-66.  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 45 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous. 

Obverse  die  cracked  and  polished . 59 

1924  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1925  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 635 

1925  MS-65  Brilliant . 115 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1925-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 


Lovely  Gem  1926  Dollar 


1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  a  very  "gemmy"  speci¬ 
men  (to  borrow  a  term  commonly  used  in  miner¬ 
alogy) . 2,295 


Gem  1928  Dollar 


1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  this 

classic  rarity . 3,295 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  issue  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series.  Always  in  demand.  ...  629 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 445 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 199 

Superb  1934-S  Peace  Dollar  Key 
1934-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  brilliant  with  excel¬ 
lent  lustre.  An  excellent  fit  in  a  Mint  State  dollar 
set  and  difficult  to  improve  upon . 3,995 

Today,  the  1934-S  Peace  dollar  is  considered  to  be  the 

rarest  variety  in  Mint  State  grades  up  through  MS-64,  the  key 
to  the  series.  It  was  not  always  so,  and  there  was  a  time  in  the 
early  1940s  when  the  1925  Philadelphia  dollar,  for  example, 
was  priced  higher,  considered  to  be  rarer,  and  was  in  greater 
demand  than  the  1934-S. 

The  lack  of  attention  paid  to  the  1934-S  in  the  early  days 
is  evidenced  by  advertisements  which  indicate  that  it  was 
"just  another  Peace  dollar"  at  the  time.  For  example,  in  the 
February  1943  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  Indianapolis  dealer 
Lu  Riggs  offered  Uncirculated  1934-S  Peace  dollars  for  $1.75 
each,  the  same  price  charged  for  1921, 1922-S,  1923-D,  1923-S, 
1927, 1927-D,  1928, 1928-S,  1934,  and  1934-D  dollars.  In  other 
words,  it  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  cheapest,  commonest 
varieties.  By  comparison,  Riggs  charged  $2.50  each  for  these 
Peace  dollars,  each  considered  to  be  more  elusive  than  the 
1934-S  at  the  time:  1922-D,  1925, 1925-S,  1926-D,  1926-S,  and 
1927-S.  Only  the  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  dollar  was  cheaper 
than  the  1934-S! 

The  reason  for  this  low  price  in  the  early  1940s,  which  by 
today's  hindsight  seems  remarkable,  is  twofold: 

1.  The  1934-S  was  minted  just  nine  years  earlier.  It  was  a 
modern  coin  and  thus  was  relatively  ignored.  It  had  not  yet 
become  "seasoned"  by  time. 

2.  At  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  quantities  of  1934-S  (and 
most  other  S-Mint  Peace  dollars,  and  many  S-Mint  Morgan 
dollars)  could  be  obtained  in  1,000-coin  bags  at  face  value 
However,  to  be  perfectly  objective,  I  have  come  across  no 
accounts  of  any  dealer  buying  bag  quantities  of  1934-S.  In  a 
conversation  with  Norman  Shultz  in  the  1960s,  he  told  me  that 
in  the  early  days  of  the  market  — which  in  the  silver  dollar 
market  means  pre-1962— he  was  able  to  buy  quantities  of 
many  San  Francisco  Mint  dollars  at  face  value  plus  a  premium 
for  handling,  from  sources  in  the  San  Francisco  area  In  the 
1940s,  he  would  typically  buv  a  few  dozen  rolls  at  a  time,  not 
bags.  It  should  be  noted  that  Peace  dollars  were  neither  widelv 
collected  nor  were  thev  objects  of  investment  desire  during  the 
1440s 

We  theorize  that  1934-S  dollars  were  simple  ignored  h\ 
dealers  in  the  1 940s,  for  they  falsely  believed  that  hundreds  ot 


1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

Superb  1926-D  Silver  Dollar 

1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 


Superb  Gem  1926-S  Dollar 


1926-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 4,250 

1926-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 


Lustrous  Gem  1927-D  Dollar 


1927-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  choice  with  ex¬ 
cellent  full  cartwheel  lustre.  Infrequently  found 


this  nice  and  very  popular . 5,250 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 


Memorable  1927-S  Dollar 


1927-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  in  MS- 
65.  At  this  level  a  prime  key  to  the  Peace  dollar 

series . 12,500 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Hard  to  find 

this  nice . 699 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 
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thousands  were  still  stored  in  San  Francisco  or  in  banks,  and 
that  the  1934-S  was  common.  Later,  they  found  out  that  many 
if  not  most  1934-S  dollars  had  been  paid  out  at  face  value  in  the 
1930s,  went  into  circulation,  and  became  worn,  and  that  Mint 
State  coins  were  rare.  Precisely  the  same  situation  happened 
with  1936-D  Washington  quarters;  everyone  thought  they 
were  common,  but  years  later,  when  dealers  and  collectors 
began  to  search  for  them,  few  could  be  located. 

By  1947,  the  1934-S  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from 
typical  dealer  listings  of  Uncirculated  Peace  dollars  that  would 
offer  nearly  every  other  date  and  mintmark.  In  the  same  year, 
William  Pukall,  a  New  Jersey  dealer,  priced  an  EF  1934-S  for 
$7.50,  or  more  than  an  Uncirculated  1934-S  sold  for  just  a  couple 
years  earlier  (at  the  sale  of  the  Frederick  C.C.  Boyd  Collection 
in  1945,  a  Mint  State  1934-S  fetched  $4.50,  for  example).  Still, 
there  was  no  hue  and  cry  by  dealers  seeking  to  locate  the  date. 
They  felt  that  sooner  or  later  a  number  of  bags  would  come  on 
the  market,  as  had  happened  so  often  with  other  Peace  dollar 
issues  (except  for  1921),  and  the  1934-S  would  once  again 
become  common. 

As  Treasury  holdings  of  San  Francisco  Mint  dollars  were 
distributed  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  various  Federal 
Reserve  banks,  and  elsewhere  in  the  1950s,  the  rarity  of  vari¬ 
ous  silver  dollar  issues  sorted  itself  out.  By  the  early  1960s, 
Uncirculated  specimens  of  the  1934-S  had  been  largely  absent 
from  dealers'  stocks  for  nearly  15  years.  Often,  listings  of  Mint 
State  Peace  dollars  would  commence  with  1921  and  end  with 
1935-S,  and  give  prices  for  each  issue,  except  for  1934-S  which 
would  be  marked  "Wanted." 

When  in  the  1960s  the  Morgan  and  Peace  dollar  series 
jumped  into  the  forefront  of  numismatic  interest,  the  1934-S 
firmly  established  itself  as  by  far  the  most  difficult  Peace  dollar 
to  locate  in  Mint  State,  a ^tatus  which  it  continues  to  enjoy  to 
this  day. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1934-S  Peace  $1 
A  Key  Date  Beauty 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  key  date 
in  the  Peace  dollar  series,  and  whenever  we  see  an 
example  that  combines  accurate  (in  our  opinion) 
numerical  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  we 
buy  it! . 3,995 

Lovely  MS-63  1934-S  $1 
1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  2,495 

Key  1934-S  $1  in  Mint  State 
1934-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,450 

1934- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ..  1,095 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning . 625 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dusky  original  iridescent  sil¬ 
ver-gray  with  light  peripheral  amber  toning.  A 
lovely  specimen . 445 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 


Eisenhower  Dollars 

1972- S  Silver.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1973- S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1974- S  Silver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1978  MS-64  (ANACS).  Broadstruck . 275 

Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollars 

1979- S  Type  1.  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 34 

1879-S  Type  II.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 179 

1980- S  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  34 

1981- S  Proof-69.  Type  I  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 39 


Trade  Dollars 


"Out  to  lunch."  "See  you  next  issue."  Anyway, 
right  now  our  inventory  of  one  of  our  favorite  se¬ 
ries  —  United  States  trade  dollars  —  is  embarrassingly 
small!  Sell  us  some!  Hopefully,  by  our  next  issue  we 
will  have  bought  some  nice  pieces.  Meanwhile,  you 


can  read  about  trade  dollars! 

1873  MS-61.  Lustrous  light  champagne . 1,295 

Choice  1874-S  Trade  Dollar 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustrous  light 
champagne  surfaces . 1,695 


Mint  State  1875-CC  Trade  Dollar 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 


Lovely  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 


1875-S  Type  I/II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 3,250 

Choice  1876  Trade  Dollar 


1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  original  lustre 


and  handsome  eye  appeal.  Satiny  surfaces  display 
full  cartwheel.  Difficult  to  improve  upon  and  an 
excellent  specimen  for  the  Trade  Dollar  enthusi¬ 
ast  or  type  collector . 3,250 

Attractive  1876-S  Trade  Dollar  in  Mint  State 

1876-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  original  with 
subtle  amber  toning.  A  choice  Mint  State  ex¬ 


ample . L4S0 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  champagne  1,295 


Elegant  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  superbly  lustrous 
with  reflective  surfaces.  Nice  for  the  grade  1,450 

Desirable  Proof-Only  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosted  devices. 
Only  683  of  the  900  struck  were  ever  sold;  the  re¬ 
mainder  were  released  into  circulation.  1878  was 
the  last  year  of  circulation  strike  Trade  dollars 
(though  none  were  struck  in  Philadelphia)  as  the 
death  knell  had  been  rung  on  a  failed  denomina¬ 
tion.  Quite  rare,  especially  in  this  quality.  .  4,350 

Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  $1 


1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  light 
champagne  surfaces . 4,350 

A  Special  Offering  of 
"Opium  Dollars" 

We  recently  purchased  a  collection  of  so-called 
"Opium  Dollars"  also  known  as  "Box  Dollars,"  coins, 
principally  Trade  Dollars,  hollowed  and  hinged  for 
use  as  a  locket  in  the  last  decades  of  the  19th  century 
The  romantic  story  surrounding  these  is  that  they 
were  used  to  smuggle  opium  out  of  the  Orient, 
though  most  are,  more  innocently,  jeweler  produced 
keepsakes  sometimes  seen  with  personalized  engrav 
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mg  and/or  photographs  inside.  Most  are  hinged  at 
12:00  on  the  reverse  and  can  be  opened  with  very 
gentle  fingernail  pressure  applied  behind  the  hinge  at 
the  rim.  These  are  quite  scarce,  especially  in  intact 
condition,  and  we  expect  our  selection  of  these  inter¬ 
esting  pieces  to  sell  quickly. 

1876- S  VG-10.  Looped  at  top  of  obverse.  Recessed 

area  inside  for  placing  a  photograph,  though  none 
is  present.  Hinge  is  a  trifle  loose  but  in  good  work¬ 
ing  order  and  opens  easily.  Some  digs  present 
near  top  of  reverse  at  hinge.  A  very  nice  quality 
box  dollar  with  good  workmanship . 279 

1877  VG-10.  A  really  delightful  piece  with  a  photo¬ 
graph  inside  of  a  woman  in  a  high  necked  dress. 
Mica  over  photo  present  but  cracked,  otherwise  in 
very  good  condition.  Very  tightly  hinged  and  in 
good  working  order.  Inside  of  door  engraved 
"Mizpah"  in  fancy  script.  Circular  lathe  decora¬ 
tion  on  lip  around  photograph.  A  display  piece  of 
excellent  quality . 350 

We  have  seen  the  word  Mizpah  on  several  turn  of  the 
century  era  numismatic  items;  it  seems  it  is  a  term  of  affection 
like  “Sweetie."  We  would  invite  correspondence  that  could 
elucidate  the  issue. 

1877  F-15,  cleaned.  Pops  open  easily  and  wide, 
though  the  hinge  is  a  little  loose.  Good  workman¬ 
ship  and  quite  bright  internally  with  some  extra¬ 
neous  solder  present.  A  nice  specimen . 239 

1877- S  F-12,  lightly  cleaned.  Nice  and  attractive  with 
a  completely  hollowed  interior  that  probably  con¬ 
tained  a  thin  ring  to  hold  down  a  photograph. 
Hinge  a  little  loose  but  works  well.  Inside  door 
features  amateur  graffiti  reading  "Wed  Oct  1  05 
Annette"  shallowly  engraved;  probably  an  indi¬ 


cation  that  this  contained  a  wedding  photo  or 
other  keepsake  of  that  day.  A  fascinating  speci¬ 
men . 279 

1877-S  F-12.  A  very  well  made  box  dollar  with  tight 
hinge  and  a  recessed  area  for  photo.  Opens  easily 

and  neatly . 279 

1877-S  F-12.  Well  made  with  a  tight  hinge  using  the 
obverse  as  door  rather  than  the  reverse  and  un¬ 
usual  as  such.  Photo  area  intact.  Door  swings 

open  wide  and  stays  well.  Very  nice . 279 

1877-S  F-12.  Good  workmanship  with  a  tight  hinge 
and  lathed  decorations  inside  and  around  photo 

area.  Choice  internally  and  externally . 279 

1877-S  VF-25.  Sharp  and  well-made  with  a  tight  hinge 
that  opens  nicely.  Tiny  scuff  at  external  hinge- 

point.  Very  nicely  done  and  attractive . 259 

1877-S  VF-30.  Sharp  and  very  appealing  with  an  easy- 
to-open  hinge  and  good  workmanship.  Lathed 
decorations  surround  a  nice  photo  of  a  stern-look¬ 
ing  woman  with  mica  intact  and  perfect.  Two  short 
scratches  in  obverse  field.  A  superb  piece,  rare  so 

fine  with  photo  still  intact . 350 

1877-S  VF-35,  cleaned.  Nicely  done  with  a  large  photo 
area,  though  the  hinge  is  a  little  loose.  Opens  and 
closes  well.  Top  of  lid  a  little  worn  from  use.  Still 

a  very  nice  intact  box  dollar . 239 

1878  G-6.  Worn  from  use  as  a  pocket  piece,  but  still 
very  attractive.  Excellent  workmanship  with  lid 
lip  close  to  rim;  door  requires  a  little  nudge  to 
fully  open  extendable  hinge.  Bull's-eye  lathe  work 
in  recessed  photo  area.  Jeweler's  monogrammed 
"RB"  hallmark  inside  at  9:00.  A  very  nicely  done 
piece . 239 


1878  EF-45.  Sharp  and  pleasing  with  a  very  tight 
hinge  and  lid.  Bulls-eye  lathe  work  in  photo  area 
and  excellent  workmanship.  Same  jeweler's  mark 
as  previous  piece.  Dent  across  reverse  lid,  though 
it  shows  no  signs  of  having  been  bent.  Snaps 

neatly  shut . 259 

1878-S  VG-10,  cleaned.  Opens  easily  with  hinge  in 
good  working  order.  Fancy  engraving  inside  lid 
reads  "Agnes  Muy  /  May  22  /  1894."  Nice  profes¬ 
sional  work  with  single  R  jeweler's  mark.  High- 

quality  and  attractive . 259 

1878-S  F-12.  Evenly  worn  and  attractive  with  original 
patination.  Lid  tight  and  in  good  working  order; 
snaps  neatly  and  smoothly  shut.  An  excellent 

specimen . 279 

1878-S  F-12.  Attractive  and  easy-to-open  with  attrac¬ 
tive  lathe  decoration  in  photo  area.  Lid  tight  and 

well  made.  Very  nice . 279 

1878-S  EF-40,  cleaned.  Large  "H"  hand  engraved 
on  obverse  externally.  Hinge  and  lid  a  trifle 
loose  but  closes  squarely.  Probably  not  the 
work  of  one  of  the  large  scale  manufacturers  of 
box  dollars,  as  the  internal  abrading  appears 
hand  done  inside  of  lathe-worked.  Sharp  and 

an  interested  piece . 239 

1893  Columbian  Half  Dollar  Box.  EF-45.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  and  sharp  with  the  lid  seam  barely  visible;  to 
the  uninitiated  it  seems  like  just  a  lightweight 
Columbian  half!  Lid  closes  tightly  and  is  a  little 
difficult  to  open  because  of  its  excellent  workman¬ 
ship.  Tight  hinge  and  very  attractive  internally. 
Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  boxed  Trade  dollars  and 
this  is  a  premium  specimen . 279 


V Take  Advantage  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Want  List  Service 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in 
the  grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that 
will  be  a  good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of 
important,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seek¬ 
ing  in  the  price  range  of  $250  and  up.  Just 
use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the 
coins  you  need,  and  send  it  to  us.  We  will 
immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins 
you  specify! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes 
and  ears  on  every  convention  bourse  floor, 
in  our  office  when  old-time  collections 
come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the 
telephone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all 
over  the  country. 


We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  organization  has  been  one  of  the  most 
reputable,  longest  established,  and  financially 
secure  coin  companies. 


Call  Gail  Watson  Today! 


Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 
quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in 
combination  with  their  technical  grades. 
PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for 
you.  Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  enjoy 
providing  the  best  in  personal  service.  Each 
of  our  clients  becomes  an  important  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  “family  of  coin  buyers. 
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jl  by  Jesse  Simmons 

How  Gold  is  Bought 

The  Methods  of  the  United  States  Assay  Office 


The  following  is  from  Scientific  American, 
November  16,  1912: 

Suppose  that  you  owned  a  gold  mine. 
What  would  you  do  with  the  gold?  In  the 
ordinary  commercial  lines 
the  marketing  of  the  product 
depends  upon  availability  to 
place  it  before  the  people, 
and  involves  the  meeting  of 
competition,  adjustment  of 
freight  rates  and  the  sur¬ 
mounting  of  numerous  little 
difficulties,  all  of  which  have 
a  bearing  on  the  ultimate  re¬ 
sult  of  your  undertaking. 

With  gold  it  is  different. 

Uncle  Sam  stands  ready  to 
buy  all  of  the  gold  brought  to 
his  mints  or  assay  offices. 

There  are  three  coinage 
mints  where  you  would  be 
able  to  dispose  of  your  bul¬ 
lion,  viz.,  Philadelphia,  Den¬ 
ver,  and  San  Francisco. 

Should  it  happen  that  your 
mine  was  not  located  conve¬ 
nient  to  any  of  these  mints, 
you  would  find  United  States 
assay  offices  at  Boise,  Idaho; 

Carson,  Nevada;  Charlotte, 

North  Carolina;  Deadwood, 

South  Dakota;  Helena,  Mon¬ 
tana;  New  Orleans,  Louisiana; 

New  York  City;  Salt  Lake, 

Utah;  and  Seattle,  Washing¬ 
ton.  At  these  institutions  gold 
bullion  is  purchased  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  mints. 

You  would  take  your  gold  into  the  of¬ 
fice  and  watch  it  weighed  upon  a  pair  of 
balances  so  sensitive  that  although  they 
had  several  hundred  pounds  in  each  pan, 
1  /100th  of  an  ounce  would  be  indicated. 
Having  weighed  your  gold,  the  officials 


would  issue  you  a  receipt  for  it  which  you 
would  keep  until  you  received  your  check 
or  coin  in  payment.  Your  gold  would  then 
have  become  what  is  known  in  the  office  as 
a  "deposit."  This  deposit,  with  many  oth¬ 


ers  like  it,  would  be  turned  over  to  the 
melting  department,  where,  in  a  specially 
constructed  furnace,  it  would  be  melted  in 
a  plumbago  crucible  with  the  proper  fluxes 
and  poured  into  a  suitable  mold.  Simple  as 
this  may  sound,  the  melting  of  gold  is  a 


very  serious  and  difficult  task.  The  high 
heat  which  it  is  necessary  to  generate  in 
order  to  melt  the  metal  necessitates  a  fur¬ 
nace  constructed  of  the  most  refractory 
material.  These  furnaces  are  usually  oper¬ 
ated  by  gas  or  oil  and  are 
built  of  the  very  finest 
grade  of  fire  brick  and 
fire  clay.  The  plumbago 
crucible  which  is  used  is 
composed  of  graphite 
(the  same  material  that 
comprises  the  center  of 
your  lead  pencil),  a  little 
fire  clav  and  a  little  sand. 

J 

In  the  manufacture  of 
these  crucibles  great  care 
must  be  taken  to  secure  a 
uniform  mixture  of  the 
component  parts,  so  that 
when  heated  no  portion 
of  the  vessel  will  expand 
more  than  any  other  por¬ 
tion.  Unequal  expansion 
would  cause  cracking. 

The  crucibles  are  fash¬ 
ioned  in  molds  and 
dried,  or  burned  in  kilns, 
after  fashion  similar  to 
dishes  or  bricks.  They  are 
made  in  all  sizes  from 
those  having  the  capacity 
of  an  after-dinner  coffee 
cup  to  immense  sizes 
holding  over  12  gallons. 
Before  melting  gold  in 
one  of  these  crucibles  it  is 
necessary  that  it  be  very 
carefully  annealed,  which 
means  that  the  last  possible  traces  of  mois¬ 
ture  must  be  expelled  by  slowly  increasing 
the  temperature  for  several  days.  This  is 
done  by  placing  the  crucibles  in  a  steam- 
heated  oven,  where  the  process  is  carried 
forward  until  it  is  deemed  that  the  vessel  is 
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How  Gold  is  Bought 


in  suitable  shape  to  be  placed  in  the  tire. 
Covers  and  stirrers  are  made  of  the  same 
material  as  the  crucible.  The  latter  are  used 
to  stir  the  gold  in  the  crucible  after  it  is 
melted.  Covers  and  stirrers  pass  through 
the  same  annealing  process  as  the  crucibles, 
although  it  is  not 
necessary  to  take  so 
much  care  with 
them. 

Gold  coming  di¬ 
rect  from  the  mine 
is  never  pure.  It 
may  contain  vari¬ 
ous  base  metals, 
the  nature  of  which 
depends  upon  the 
process  by  which 
the  gold  was  won 
from  its  matrix. 

Gold  from  stamp 
mills  contains  some 
silver.  From  cyanide  mills  the  bullion 
nearly  always  contains  zinc,  as  this  metal  is 
made  use  of  in  the  process.  The  zinc,  too, 
may  also  have  contained  impurities,  some 
of  which  will  very  likely  be  in  the  resulting 
bullion.  Copper  has  some  of  the  character¬ 
istics  of  gold,  both  physical  and  chemical, 
so  that  if  copper  is  contained  in  the  original 
ore  some  of  it  will  be  very  likely  contained 
in  the  bullion.  Silver  is  always  associated 
with  gold  in  the  ores  of  the  latter.  The 
amounts  may  vary  greatly,  but  it  may  be 
stated  that  silver  is  always  present  in  gold 
ores. 

The  problem  of  the  melter  who  handles 
the  deposits  at  the  assay  office  is  to  make 
from  the  deposit  a  bar  of  bullion  which 
will  be  homogeneous,  or  in  other  words,  a 
perfect  mixture  from  top  to  bottom  and 
from  end  to  end  of  the  gold  and  other  met¬ 
als.  In  order  to  do  this  he  places  in  the  cru¬ 
cible  with  the  deposit  a  stated  amount  of 
flux,  varying  with  the  size  and  composi¬ 
tion  of  the  deposit.  The  virtue  of  this  flux  is 
to  remove  a  certain  portion  of  the  base 
metals  and  likewise  to  form  a  molten  mass 
over  the  top  of  the  bullion  which  will  pre¬ 
vent  volatilization  of  the  precious  metals.  It 
is  lighter  in  specific  gravity  that  [than]  the 
metal  and  rises  to  the  surface  of  the  melt. 
For  clean  bullion  the  flux  is  composed  usu¬ 
ally  of  borax.  Perhaps  some  little  soda  will 
be  added.  For  bars  which  contain  5%  or 


10%  or  more  of  the  base  metals  the  flux 
will  be  comprised  more  largely  of  soda. 
This  is  just  the  ordinary  soda  which  the 
housewife  uses  in  collaboration  with  sour 
milk  to  make  biscuits  or  other  dainties.  Ni¬ 
ter  is  also  used  on  bars  containing  large 


amounts  of  impurities. 

Having  placed  the  deposit  in  its  cru¬ 
cible  in  the  furnace,  with  the  necessary 
fluxes,  the  heat  is  applied  and  the  metal 
and  flux  melted  in  30  to  45  minutes.  The 
melter  puts  on  an  immense  pair  of  asbestos 
mitts  to  protect  his  hands  from  the  intense 
heat  and  removes  the  cover  of  the  furnace, 
the  cover  of  the  crucible,  and  taking  the 
stirrer  in  a  pair  of  iron  tongs,  he  carefully 
stirs  the  entire  content  of  the  crucible.  The 
stirrer  was  placed  in  the  furnace  at  the  time 
the  crucible  and  charge  were  admitted,  and 
is  of  the  same  temperature  as  the  other 
contents.  On  very  dirty  or  impure  bars  this 
stirring  may  be  done  two  or  three  times, 
the  furnace  being  closed  in  order  that  the 


heat  be  brought  up  to  the  required  point 
after  each  stirring.  The  molds  into  which 
the  gold  is  poured  are  made  of  iron  and  a 
full  stock  of  the  various  sizes  is  kept  on 
hand  so  that  no  matter  what  the  size  of  the 
deposit  a  bar  will  be  turned  out  with  a 
width  approximately  twice  its  depth  and  a 
length  about  twice  the  width.  Into  this  re¬ 
ceptacle  the  melter  pours  the  contents  of 
the  crucible.  The  metal  sinks  to  the  bottom, 
and  the  slag,  as  the  flux  is  known  after  it 
has  passed  through  the  process,  rises  to  the 
top.  After  the  metal  and  slag  have  solidi¬ 
fied  the  mold  is  overturned,  the  slag  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  bar,  and  the  bar  cleaned  and 
weighed.  In  order  that  the  depositor  may 
receive  pay  for  every  bit  of  gold  which 
properly  belongs  to  him,  the  inside  of  the 
crucible  is  scraped  clean  and  the  slag 
treated  by  being  crushed  to  powder  and 
panned  in  a  miner's  gold  pan.  The  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  melter,  then,  it  will  be  seen,  is  to 

add  the  proper  flux, 
to  see  that  the  fur¬ 
nace  produces  the 
high  heat  which  is 
necessary  in  order 
to  successfully  melt 
the  charge,  to  have 
his  crucibles  in  such 
shape  that  they  will 
not  break  in  the  fur¬ 
nace  when  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  high 
heat  and  to  dexter¬ 
ously  pour  the  bul¬ 
lion  into  the  mold 
and  recover  the  val¬ 
ues  from  the  slag. 

The  weight  of  the  granules  which  have 
been  recovered  from  the  slag  is  added  to  the 
weight  of  the  bar  and  this  amount  is  the 
weight  of  the  bullion  for  which  the  deposi¬ 
tor  is  paid.  It  is  then  the  assayer's  business 
to  determine  the  proportions  of  gold,  silver 
and  base  metal  in  the  bar.  These  proportions 
are  reported  in  thousandths.  He  obtains  a 
sample  by  means  of  a  special  clipping  ma¬ 
chine  designed  for  the  purpose. 

A  complicated  chemical  process  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  determine  the  fineness  of  this 
sample.  It  cannot  be  described  in  detail 
here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  process  is 
based  upon  the  fact  that  from  an  alloy  of 
gold  and  silver  in  which  silver  predomi- 


Receiving  a  deposit  of  gold. 
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nates  in  the  ratio  of  about  three  to  one  it  is 
possible  to  dissolve  the  silver  bv  nitric  acid, 
leaving  the  pure  gold  behind.  To  a  weighed 
portion  of  the  bullion  is  added  an  amount 
of  silver  which  will  bring  the  proportion  up 
to  three  to  one,  if  it  is  rich  in  gold,  or,  if  it  is 
rich  in  silver,  sufficient  gold  to  bring  it  up  to 
this  same  proportion.  This  sample  weighs 
1,000  gold-weight,  or  one  half  gramme; 
very  nearly  seven  and  seven  tenths  grains. 
It  is  rolled  up  within  a  piece  of  pure  lead  foil 
weighing  about  two  grammes.  An  exact  du¬ 
plicate  of  this  is  made,  as  are  also  two  simi¬ 
lar  samples  from  the  op¬ 
posite  side  of  the  bar.  Two 
other  samples  are  pre¬ 
pared  of  a  weighed 
amount  of  absolutely 
pure,  or  "proof"  gold,  and 
silver,  called  the  proof 
samples.  A  fourth  set  of 
samples  is  made  from 
1,000  gold-weight  of  the 
bullion,  which  is  likewise 
encased  in  lead. 

These  samples  are 
then  placed  in  cupels,  in  a 
furnace  which  has  been 
heated  to  a  bright  red.  A 
cupel  is  a  small  dish,  a 
little  more  than  an  inch  in 
diameter,  made  of 
boneash,  and  boneash  is 
pulverized  calcined  ani¬ 
mal  bones.  A  cupel  has 
the  property  of  absorbing 
oxides  of  lead  and  other 
base  metals  when  these 
oxides  are  formed  during 
cupellation.  What  occurs 
in  the  furnace  is  practi¬ 
cally  this:  The  lead  and 
other  metals  melt,  and  as 
the  air  passes  over  this 
molten  mass  the  lead  and 
base  metals  oxidize  rather 
rapidly.  A  portion  of  these 
oxides  are  absorbed  by 
the  cupel  and  other  por¬ 
tions  pass  off  in  the  form  of  vapor.  The  fi¬ 
nal  result  of  the  process  is  a  globule  of  gold 
and  silver.  The  first  three  sets  of  samples 
(the  top,  bottom  and  proofs)  which  contain 
the  proper  proportion  of  gold  and  silver 
for  parting,  as  the  nitric  acid  treatment  is 


known,  are  rolled  out  thin  and  placed  in 
small  cups  of  platinum.  These  cups  fit 
neatly  into  a  basket  of  the  same  material 
and  the  whole  is  then  suspended  in  a  plati¬ 
num  cup  containing  boiling  nitric  acid 
which  dissolves  the  silver,  leaving  pure 
gold  in  the  cup.  This  is  very  carefully  dried 
at  a  low  heat,  placed  in  the  furnace  to  be 
momentarily  heated  to  a  cherry  red,  re¬ 
moving  the  last  possible  trace  of  moisture 
and  weighed  upon  the  scales  upon  which 
the  samples  were  originally  prepared.  This 
weight  shows  the  amount  of  gold  in  the 


bullion,  after  making  the  necessary  correc¬ 
tions  indicated  by  the  proof  samples'  gain 
or  loss  during  the  process.  The  fourth  set  of 
samples,  which  after  cupellation  are  glob¬ 
ules  composed  of  gold  and  silver,  the  base 
metal  having  been  driven  off  during  the 
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cupellation,  are  weighed  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  preliminaries.  Their  loss  in  weight  in¬ 
dicates  the  amount  of  base  metal  which 
was  in  the  bullion.  Having  determined 
gold  and  base  metal,  the  difference  is  reck¬ 
oned  as  silver. 

The  scales  used  by  the  assayer  in  his 
work  are  the  most  delicate  of  the  appli¬ 
ances  used  in  the  assay  office,  although 
the  large  balances  upon  which  the  depos¬ 
its  are  weighed  are  themselves  of  ex¬ 
treme  accuracy.  But  the  assayer's  scales 
take  the  palm.  They  are  sensitive  to  one 
two  hundredths  milli¬ 
gramme.  Fearing  that  it 
will  not  be  realized 
what  this  means  it  will 
be  explained  further. 
These  scales  will  weigh 
a  lead  pencil  mark. 
Some  time  when  you 
are  in  the  assay  office 
depositing  the  hypo¬ 
thetical  gold  from  the 
hypothetical  mine,  ask 
the  assayer  to  weigh  a 
piece  of  paper  an  inch 
square.  After  he  has 
done  this  make  a  mark 
across  this  paper  with  a 
soft  lead  pencil  and  you 
will  be  surprised  to  see 
that  it  is  possible  to 
weigh  this  mark.  It  will 
weigh  anywhere  from 
one  to  three  one  hun¬ 
dredths  of  a  mill¬ 
igramme,  depending 
upon  the  softness  of  the 
pencil  and  the  breadth 
of  the  mark,  of  course. 

The  assayer  having 
completed  his  work,  re¬ 
ports  the  fineness  of  the 
bar  and  the  clerical 
force  gets  busy  on  the 
calculation  of  its  value. 
Knowing  the  weight  of 
the  bar  and  the  propor¬ 
tions  of  gold  and  silver  it  is  a  mere  matter 
of  figures  to  arrive  at  its  value.  This  done, 
you  are  given  either  a  check  or  United 
States  coin  upon  surrendering  the  receipt 
which  was  given  vou  when  you  deposited 
your  bullion. 


Removing  assays  from  cupel  furnace.  Removing  assays  from  boiling  apparatus. 


Novcmbcr-DccemlxT  2000/ Rare  Coin  Rci'icw  #138 


United  States  Gold  Coins 


Gold  Coins 

Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has  ever 
excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors  alike  more 
than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right  now,  gold  coins  are 
hot!  Market  conditions  are  equally  hot,  and  we've 
seen  more  fast-paced  action  in  scarce  and  rare  (key 
words)  gold  coins  in  recent  times  than  at  any  other 
period  in  the  past  decade.  Our  recent  sale  of  the 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  Part  III,  set  many 
records  and  made  headline  news  throughout  the  coin 
hobby.  The  exhibit  of  the  "Ship  of  Gold"  at  the  ANA 
Convention  drew  fantastic  crowds. 

However,  while  rare  and  high-quality  gold  coins 
are  very  active,  this  is  not  true  for  common,  low- 
grade  pieces.  Somewhat  in  between  are  common 
pieces  in  "medium"  grades.  Today,  low  bullion  prices 
assure  the  affordability  of  gold  "type"  coins  — check 
our  double  eagles,  for  example.  Of  course,  a  rare  date 
gold  coin  will  always  be  a  rarity  regardless  of  bullion 
value.  The  widening  demand  for  nice  gold  coins  is 


Splendid  Four  Piece  1900 
Gold  Date  Set 


1900  Gold  Date  Set.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  well-matched  set  of  coins  with  me¬ 
dium  yellow  color  and  rich  original 
lustre  consisting  of  the  quarter  eagle, 
half  eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle.  Ex¬ 
cellent  quality  for  the  grade.  This  set 
would  make  an  impressive  gift  for  oc¬ 
casion  celebrated  in  this,  its  centennial 
year,  or  a  neat  item  for  display.  .  3,750 


increasing  as  we  write  these  words.  More  and  more 
buyers  of  gold  coins  are  entering  the  marketplace, 
which  creates  demand  for  common  types  as  well  as 
rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold  is¬ 
sues  from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
measured  up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was 
carefully  selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination 
of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good 
value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Coming  attraction:  Dave  Bowers,  the  staff,  six  to 
eight  research  associates,  and  some  of  the  finest  gold 
coin  experts  in  the  United  States  as  consultants,  are 
working  on  a  multi-volume  suite  of  books,  United 
States  Gold  Coins:  A  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  for  the 
Numismatist,  anticipated  to  be  published  in  2001. 

Gold  Dollars 

Our  quality  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types:  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Small  Indian  Head  (1854-1856); 
and  Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889).  Our  offering  in¬ 
cludes  choice  circulated  coins,  lovely  Mint  State 
delicacies,  and  enough  rare  dates  to  satisfy  all  collect¬ 
ing  interests.  Whether  you  seek  an  important  date  or 
simply  a  choice  type  coin,  you  will  do  well  to  check 
our  inventory. 

Beautiful  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 2,695 

Another  Nice  1849  Gold  Dollar 
1849  Close  Wreath.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive 
medium  yellow  gold  with  excellent  original  lus¬ 
tre.  A  choice  looking  example  of  this  first  year  of 


issue  gold  dollar . 1,450 

1853  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,350 

1853  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  strong 
eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 995 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the  over¬ 
all  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 


ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 995 

1853  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 


1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Year  in  and 
year  out,  the  Type  II  gold  dollars  are  best  sell¬ 
ers  —  for  such  pieces  are  among  the  keys  to  a  type 


set . 1,265 

1854  Type  II.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1854  Type  II.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 395 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,265 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,265 

1855  Type  II.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1855  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow 

gold  with  good  original  lustre.  Excellent  eye  ap¬ 
peal  for  the  grade . 875 


Important  1855-0  Gold  $1 
Only  New  Orleans  Type  II 
1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  example 
of  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just 
55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher  grades,  and 

highly  important  as  such . 1,995 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1856  Upright  5.  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  choice 
for  the  grade.  Breen  estimates  only  33,660  were 
struck  of  this  variety,  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  more 
common  "Slanting  5." . 595 

Gem  1857  Gold  Dollar 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rare  date,  but  at 
the  gem  level  quite  elusive.  A  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 3,495 

Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 

For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  been  supplying 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  and  paper  money  to  dis¬ 
criminating  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums.  If  quality  is  important  to 
you,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  com¬ 
bining  excellent  quality  and  value  for 
the  price  paid. 
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Lustrous  1857  Gold  Dollar 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,695 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces . 695 

1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold 
with  excellent  eye  appeal.  From  the  Bass  Collec¬ 
tion . 695 


Superb  Gem  1862  Gold  $1 


1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal  with  only  one 

coin  graded  higher  by  PCGS . 4,495 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1864  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  lightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  This  is  an  excellent  and  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  rare  and  popular  Civil 
War-era  emission  of  5,950  pieces . 895 

Very  Rare  1870-S  Gold  Dollar 
1870-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Splendid  bright  medium  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  lustrous  prooflike  fields.  Excellent 
eye  appeal.  There  are  a  number  of  important  rari¬ 
ties  in  the  1870  issues  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
notably  the  uniqup  half  dime  and  very  rare  dollar. 
The  1870-S  gold  dollar  is  likewise  very  rare  with 
about  50  specimens  known  in  all  grades.  The 
present  specimen  is  an  attractive  specimen  of  this 
little  appreciated  rarity . 1,595 

Superb  Gem  1873  Close  3  Dollar  Rarity 


1873  Close  3  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superbly  lustrous  light 
yellow  gold  with  olive  and  coppery  highlights. 
Choice  and  fully  original,  PCGS  has  graded  no 
specimens  of  this  issue  higher  than  the  present 
coin.  Only  1,800  were  struck,  making  it  one  of  the 
classic  rarities  of  the  gold  dollar  series.  A  spec¬ 


tacular  numismatic  delicacy . 18,500 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS) . 975 


Lovely  Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 
1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  satiny 
lustre  and  coppery  highlights.  A  nice  original 
specimen  with  excellent  eye  appeal . 1,750 

Spectacular  1875  Proof  Dollar 
Probable  Finest  Known  of  20  Struck 


1875  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Intense  rich  medium  yellow 
gold  and  violet  with  bright  reflective  surfaces.  A 
beautiful  coin  whose  rarity  only  furthers  its  im¬ 


pressive  presence.  Besides  the  tiny  Proof  mintage 
of  20  pieces,  only  400  were  struck  for  circulation 
in  1 875. 1  his  may  be  among  the  most  important  of 
the  mintage,  the  only  piece  graded  as  Proof-66  by 
PCGS  and  remarkable  in  its  appearance.  A  wor¬ 
thy  prize  for  any  collection  in  private  or  public 
hands.  From  the  Garrett  Collection .  39,500 

Classic  1875  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 
Only  400  Struck 


1875  MS-61  (PCGS).  Prooflike  with  mottled  rich  me¬ 
dium  gold  and  steel  toning.  This  is  the  lowest 
mintage  circulation  strike  gold  dollar  and  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  rarity  with  fewer  than  35  likely  extant. 
A  spectacular  centerpiece  for  any  gold  dollar  col¬ 
lection . 7,750 


Another  Rare  1875  Gold  Dollar 


1875  AU-58  (PCGS).  Another  specimen  of  this  exclu¬ 
sive  rarity!  Prooflike  and  bright  with  much  origi¬ 
nal  lustre.  Unobtrusive  reverse  scratch  noted  for 
accuracy.  A  very  attractive  and  desirable  speci¬ 
men  of  the  well-known  key  to  the  gold  dollar  se¬ 


ries . 6,250 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Prooflike  with  excellent  lustre 

and  choice  eye  appeal.  A  very  scarce  and  popular 
issue . . 995 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with 

prooflike  lustre.  Very  nice  for  the  grade . 875 

1877  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with 
prooflike  appeal . 775 


Gem  1878  Gold  Dollar 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen 
which  is  a  country  mile  rarer  in  this  grade  than 
most  issues  of  the  following  decade.  Go  for  it  — 
a  quick  call  to  Gail  or  Debbie,  and  it  can  be 


yours! 


.3,195 


Exquisite  1880  Gold  Dollar 


1880  MS-67  (PCGS).  Spectacular  prooflike  surfaces 
1880  is  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  se¬ 


ries  with  only  1,600  circulation  strikes,  lower  than 
even  the  1873  Close  3.  A  beautiful  coin! .  4,450 

Superb  Gem  1881  Gold  $1 


1881  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this  low 
mintage  date . 3,295 

Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  Verv  attractive.  1,925 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  1,095 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  lustrous 
gold.  A  very  appealing  piece  with  a  light  filled  die 
at  ERT  of  LIBERTY . 639 

Exceptional  1885  Gold  Dollar 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  as  beautiful  as  can 

be . 1,995 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Just  5,000  were  minted, 

a  scarce  issue . 975 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold,  fullv  lustrous 
and  possessing  excellent  eye  appeal . 975 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with 
coppery  highlights  and  full  lustre . 795 

Lovely  Proof  1887  Gold  Dollar 


1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  frosty  de¬ 
vices.  A  delightful  Proof  example  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  type  collector . 6,750 


Superb  Gem  1887  Gold  Dollar 


1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful,  brilliant  example. 
A  scarce  issue  at  common  date  prices.  Just  7,500 
circulation  strikes  were  produced . 2,895 


Superb  1888  Gold  Dollar 


1888  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  This  is  a  good  time  to 
consider  beginning  a  complete  set  of  Type  III  gold 
dollars.  High  quality  examples  may  be  found  at 
reasonable  prices . 2,795 

Call  Toll  Free  800-222-5993 
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Exceptional  1889  Gold  Dollar 


1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb,  highly  lustrous  gem 
specimen  of  the  last  year  of  issue . 2,795 

Gem  1889  Gold  Dollar 

1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  great  appeal.  1,895 

Lovely  Mint  State  1889  Gold  Dollar 
1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  series. 
Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overall  quality.  A 
grand  combination  of  quality  and  value. ...  1,450 

Quarter  Eagles 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  begins  with  a  rare  1802/ 
1  Overdate,  followed  by  a  nice  selection  of  Liberty 
and  Indian  issues,  and  the  chances  are  good  that  the 
coin  you  seek  is  listed.  Our  usual  selection  of  "types" 
and  rarities  can  be  found  as  well.  Happy  hunting! 

Early  Quarter  Eagles 


Famous  1825  Rarity 


1825  Breen-1  AU-50.  Great  eye  appeal.  A  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  quarter  eagle  series  — a  classic  for  gen¬ 
erations . 6,950 


Choice  1835  Quarter  Eagle 


1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 7,995 


Wonderful  1836  Quarter  Eagle 


1836  Script  8.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  wonder¬ 
ful  eye  appeal . 14,950 

Lustrous  1836  $2.50 

1836  Head  of  1835.  Breen-6143.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Very  nice  for  this  grade  level . 1,595 


1836  Head  of  1835.  Breen-6143.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 849 


Liberty  Quarter  Eagles 


1852  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  nice  strike . 2,695 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. ..  1,155 


Handsome  1854  Quarter  Eagle 


1845  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

Choice  1852  $2.50 


1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  lustre  on  satiny  medium 
yellow  surfaces.  Light  original  coppery  highlights 
add  to  the  appeal  of  this  delightful  piece. ..  2,695 


fields  and  devices.  A  spectacular  specimen  that 
has  few  peers  in  the  entire  19th  century  quarter 
eagle  series.  Satiny  surfaces  display  full  cart¬ 
wheel  as  bright  as  at  its  mintage.  For  the  con¬ 
noisseur  who  seeks  the  absolute  finest  for  a  type 
set  or  the  savvy  gold  collector  who  realizes  the 
rarity  and  importance  of  a  coin  preserved  in 

this  state . 31,500 

1857  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive.  795 

Important  1860-S  Quarter  Eagle 


1860-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  date  issue, 
one  of  just  35,600  minted.  More  important  is  the 
rarity  in  Mint  State  condition.  PCGS  has  graded 
just  eight  Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue,  in¬ 
cluding  one  MS-60,  three  MS-61,  two  MS-62, 
and  two  MS-63.  Considering  the  great  and 
growing  activity  in  rare  gold  coins,  this  is  a  win¬ 


ner . 4,775 

1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 


Extraordinary  Gem  1856  Quarter  Eagle 
Condition  Census 


1856  MS-67  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold 
with  impressive  lustre  and  nearly  flawless 


Choice  Proof  1862  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


1862  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold  with 
bright  reflective  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade 
and  a  superb  specimen  of  this  rarity.  Tiny  mint- 


A  Note  From  Richard  Mulcahy 


Enclosed  is  a  check  to  be  applied  to  my 
account  for  past  purchases  of  your  $20  Lib¬ 
erty  gold.  I  am  STILL  enjoying  them  im¬ 
mensely! 

I  have  read  over  and  over  your  latest 
addition  of  Coin  Collector,  issue  #93,  and 
am  at  my  wit's  end  completely  by  my 
'dream  coin'  you  have  listed  on  page  8. 
It's  the  1893-S  Morgan  dollar,  certified 
PCGS  AU-53.  I  do  not  know  if  this  coin 
has  been  or  will  be  'snapped  up'  in  a 
frenzy,  or  if  it  will  be  available  for  some 
time.  If  the  coin  is  still  available,  I  was 
wondering  if  you  would  do  me  the  favor 
of  sending  me  obverse  and  reverse  photo¬ 
graphs  of  this  coin,  for  my  further 
purchase  consideration.  You  or  a  part  of 
your  photography  staff  have  done  this  for 


me  on  previous  occasions  and  purchases 
(1889-CC  Morgan  et  al),  and  it  would 
mean  a  lot.  Your  price  for  the  coin  is  very 
fair,  and  I  am  hoping  to  find  a  coin  such 
as  this,  with  'the  look'  one  is  after  for  such 
a  meaningful  part/ addition  to  my  collec¬ 
tion. 

Hope  all  is  well  with  you  and  yours. 
Latest  metal  detecting  efforts  here  in 
Tillamook  County  have  yielded  one  1903 
Barber  dime,  'two'  Franklin  halves  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  summer,  a  1914-S  Buffalo 
nickel,  and  quite  an  array  of  wheat  cents, 
including  10-S,  12-S,  14-S,  21-S,  and  31-D. 
Life  is  so  very  special  because  of  family, 
and  wealth  of  two  wonderful  hobbies 
complementing  one  another. 

All  the  best! 
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made  planchet  chip  above  Liberty's  head  noted 
for  future  identification.  Perhaps  a  dozen  speci¬ 
mens  are  known  to  survive  of  a  tiny  mintage  of 
only  35  pieces.  This  is  an  extraordinary  coin, 
appealing  and  rare,  and  a  find  for  the  specialist 
and  the  potential  centerpiece  of  a  gold  coin  cabi¬ 
net . 13,950 

Rare  1866-S  $2.50 

1866-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  this  high 

grade . 1,750 

1866-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  scarce . 1,095 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  mintage . 1,400 

Rare  1871  Quarter  Eagle 
1871  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Only  5,000 


pieces  were  minted . 1,695 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 770 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

Choice  1878-S  Quarter  Eagle 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  choice  for  the 

grade . 975 

1879  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 


Possible  Finest  Known  1884  Quarter  Eagle 


1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow  gold 
with  immaculate  satiny  surfaces.  An  exquisite 
specimen  of  this  minuscule  mintage  of  only  1,950 
pieces  with  delightful  eye  appeal  and  very  sharp 
strike.  Quite  possible  unexcelled  by  any  extant 
specimen;  PCGS  has  certified  none  at  higher 
grades . 14,750 

Gem  1886  $2.50  Rarity 


1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Only  4,000 
minted.  Only  one  piece  graded  higher  by  PCGS. 
A  fantastic  coin!!! . 10,750 

Choice  Scarce  Date  1894  Quarter  Eagle 


1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Mintage:  400 .  3,995 

Another  Pleasing  1894  $2.50  Rarity 
1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  reflective  medium  yellow 


gold  with  excellent  lustre.  Very  choice  and  very 
scarce . 1,275 

Beautiful  Condition  Census  1895  $2.50 


1895  MS-66  (PCGS).  Immaculate  satiny  surfaces  with 
full  original  lustre.  Appealing  and  very  choice. 
Tied  for  finest  graded  by  PCGS.  Only  6,000  were 


struck . 9,950 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 


Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  this 
turn-of-the  century  issue.  Not  a  rarity,  even  in 
MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece  for  a 


first-class  type  set . 2,195 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 950 


Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


1902  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  great  eye  ap¬ 


peal  . 2,995 

Gem  Uncirculated  1902  $2.50 
1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 

satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem . 1,595 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 

1902  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

Lovely  1903  Quarter  Eagle 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 1,595 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Flashy! . 875 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 749 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 

1903  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 229 

Gem  1904  $2.50 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

Gem  1905  $2.50 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 749 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 


Choice  Proof  1906  $2.50 


1906  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  An  opportunity  tor 
the  advanced  type  collector  or  quarter  eagle  spe¬ 
cialist  to  acquire  an  attractive  Proof . 5,750 


Superb  Gem  1906  $2.50 


1906  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,395 


Gem  1906  Quarter  Eagle 
1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Gems  such  as  this  are 

becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  find . 1,595 

1906  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lots  of  value  at  the  MS- 

64  level.  Enjoy  the  opportunity! . 875 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 875 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  pleasing  to  the 

eye! . 749 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 


Superb  Gem  1907  $2.50 


1907  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant. 


2,395 


Handsome  1907  Quarter  Eagle  Gem 


1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 


Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Superb  Gem  1908  $2.50 


1908  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  vear 
of  the  type . 5,995 

Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
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and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the  first 
vear  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  unique  incused  Indian 
Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are  sunken  into 
the  coin  rather  than  raised  above  the  surface,  as  in 
virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin  design  tvpes.  ..  3,150 


1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1909  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1909  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1910  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 


Important  1911-D  $2.50 


1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Variety  with  bold 
mmtmark,  a  very  important  consideration  when 
acquiring  this  scarce  coin.  Lovely  to  behold  and 
even  nicer  to  have  as  part  of  your  collection.  One 
of  the  20th-century  gold  coins  in  the  greatest  de¬ 
mand . 8,495 

Popular  and  Scarce  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1911-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example.  2,395 

Key  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1911-D  AU-50  (ANACS) . 1,795 

Choice  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 995 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 729 

1913  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1913  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


Gem  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely! . 8,950 

Elusive  Mint  State  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Among  quarter 
50 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


eagles  of  the  early  20th  century,  the  1914  is  one 
of  the  hardest  to  find  in  choice  Mint  State.  The 
present  coin  is  a  beauty  —  ideal  for  a  high  qual¬ 


ity  display . 4,950 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  specimen 
of  the  last  of  the  early  range  of  dates  in  the  Indian 

quarter  eagle  series.  Scarce  so  choice! . 1,295 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


Gem  Mint  State  1925-D  $2.50 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 


erably  to  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coin . 2,595 

1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1925-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 


MS-65  1926  Quarter  Eagle 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur.  Lustrous,  frosty,  etc.,  etc.! . 2,495 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. . 895 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Gem  1928  Quarter  Eagle 


1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,595 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 


It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  that  in  the  late  1920s 
quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value.  They  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  from  banks,  but  often  through  a 
friend  who  was  a  teller  or  cashier.  Reflective  of  the  scarcity  of 
quarter  eagles— although  they  were  still  being  minted  — in 
1933  when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  called  in  gold 
coins,  quarter  eagles  were  exempted,  as  they  were  all  consid¬ 
ered  to  have  numismatic  value. 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  last 


year  of  quarter  eagle  issuance . 925 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Three-Dollar  Gold 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of  course, 
being  much  more  rare  than  others. 


If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the  past, 
you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  manv  dates  are 
considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a  serious  collection 
of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  todav's  col¬ 
lector.  Perhaps  90%  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1854  to  1889  can  be  collected,  in  many  instances  for 
less  than  $1,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If 
this  piques  your  fancy,  Gail  Watson  and  Debbie 
McDonald  would  be  happy  to  set  you  up  on  our 
Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know  when  needed 
dates  and  mintmarks  come  to  hand.  Feel  free  to  call 
Gail  to  discuss  your  collecting  strategy.  Remember, 
there  is  no  obligation  on  your  part  to  participate  in 
our  Want  List  program,  just  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 


Mint  State  1854  $3 

1854  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lovely . 1,995 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . . 1,375 


1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  subtle 
copper  highlights  and  good  remaining  lustre.  995 

Lovely  1856-S  $3 


1856-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  California  gold 
with  lustre  remaining  in  protected  regions.  Choice 
in  eye  appeal  and  condition.  Of  the  four  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  mintages  of  $3  gold  pieces,  this  is  probably 
the  easiest  to  acquire  for  the  collector  who  seeks  a 
fascinating  Gold  Rush  artifact  of  this  highly-sought 
denomination.  Extremely  rare  in  Mint  State,  this 


example  is  sharp  and  pleasing . 3,595 

1856-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example.  .  1,095 

Mint  State  1874  $3 

1874  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  1878  $3  in  this 
grade  is  ideal  for  a  high  quality  type  set.  ...  4,295 

Lovely  Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 2,650 
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1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  coin  with 
very  nice  eye  appeal . 1,250 

Handsome  1886  Proof  $3 


1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  and 
olive  gold  with  reflective  surfaces  and  frosted 
devices.  A  lovely  specimen,  one  of  only  142 
struck,  and  an  excellent  addition  to  any  collection 
of  $3's . 9,750 


Choice  Proof  1889  $3  Rarity 


1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  eye  appeal.  A 
choice  specimen  of  this  rarity . 13,950 

Magnificent  1889  $3  Circulation  Strike 


1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  reflective  light  yellow 
gold  with  exquisite  lustre.  One  of  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  last-year-of-issue  $3  extant  of  a  tiny 
mintage  of  2,300.  Virgil  Brand  bought  a  tiny  group 
of  these  pieces  from  the  Mint  before  the  remnants 
of  the  mintage  of  this  forgotten  denomination  were 
sent  to  be  melted.  This  piece  likely  survives  in  such 
immaculate  condition  due  to  his  forethought.  This 
would  make  a  very  impressive  representative  of 
the  denomination  in  a  type  set . 19,750 

$4  Gold  Stella 

Historic  1879  Flowing  Hair  Stella 


1879  Flowing  Hair.  Proof-50  (PCGS).  Very'  attractive 
with  amber  peripheral  toning.  Despite  some  light 
wear,  the  Proof  surfaces  are  intact  and  reflective. 
Whether  used  as  a  well-loved  pocket-piece  by  a 
collector  or  conversational  starter  by  a  19th  cen¬ 


tury  Washington  insider,  this  is  without  question 
a  coin  w'ith  a  storv  to  tell!  Still  sharp  and  pleasing, 
this  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  a  rare  and  alway  s 
in-demand  coin .  39,500 

$5  Gold  Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  following 
listing  of  half  eagles  contains  nianv  exciting  and  en¬ 
ticing  dates  in  all  grades  and  types,  from  circulated  to 
Mint  State,  and  from  early  to  late  design  types.  We 
are  certain  you  will  find  a  piece  or  two  to  your  liking, 
so  please  call  Gail  or  Debbie  quickly  to  avoid  disap¬ 
pointment. 

Early  Elalf  Eagles 


Desirable  1795  Half  Eagle 


1795  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  bright  yellow  gold.  An 
exceptional  example  of  our  first  half  eagle  coin¬ 
age,  with  Small  Eagle  reverse.  The  1795  half  eagles 
were  struck  from  July  31  to  September  16  of  that 
year . 22,500 

Exceptional  180^1  Half  Eagle 


180^1  Breen-2F.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Exceptional 
brilliant  surfaces  with  nearly  full  lustre.  A  scarce 
variety  from  the  High  Overdate  obverse,  with  the 
top  of  the  final  digit  touching  the  drapery.  6,250 

Lustrous  1803/2  $5 


1803/2  Breen-1  D.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  verv 
attractive.  As  no  "perfect  date"  1803  half  eagles 
exist,  this  is  as  close  as  one  can  come!  Ideal  for  a 
type  set  or  a  specialized  cabinet . 6,150 


Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1805  $5 


1805  B-3B.  AU-55  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  beautiful  A 
very  attractive  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and 
grade . 5,895 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1805  Half  Eagle 


1805  B-3D.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Choice  reflective 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  excellent  lustre.  A 
magnificent  representation  of  the  evocative  earlv- 
Federal  designs  struck  in  gold  recoined  from  de¬ 
posited  foreign  coins.  Considering  the  economic 
conditions  these  were  struck  under,  it's  a  miracle 
any  survived.  How'  serendipitous  it  is  that  one 
could  survive  in  this  lovely  original  state  of  pres¬ 
ervation!  An  excellent  piece  of  early  U.S.  gold  that 
would  thrill  the  savvy  type  collector . 14,750 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  $5 


1807  B-l  A.  Draped  Bust.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  Last 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse.  A  lovely  coin, 
lustrous  and  attractive . 6,450 

Mint  State  1812  $5 


1812  B-1  A.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant.  A  splendid  Mint 
State  specimen  of  this  scarce  vear  and  scarce  de¬ 
sign  tvpe . 6,350 
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Let  us  put  our  expertise  to  work  for  you! 

We  invite  you  to  participate  in  Americas  favorite  coin  program. 

Collection  Portfolio  Program 


No  continuing  obligationy  just  the  opportunity  to  build  a  really  beautiful 
collection  by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 


Here  is  how  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package  of 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mail¬ 
box!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for  its  eye 
appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan  silver  dollars, 
United  States  gold  coins,  Indian  cents,  commemorative  half 
dollars,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars — you  name  it.  You  let 
us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins, 
or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw’  coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will 
comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the  pieces  we 
would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Debbie  McDonald  backed  by  our  expert  numismatists 
will  personally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping  track 
of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP  members  agree 
that  personal  service,  quality  of  coins  acquired,  and  flex¬ 
ibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your 
family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study, 
and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for  Collection  Portfo¬ 
lio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special 
4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 


And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and 
personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our  periodical 
publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector 
free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Debbie  at 
1-800-222-5993,  credit 
card  in  hand.  Let  her 
knowyour  collecting  in¬ 
terests,  the  amount  you 
would  like  to  spend  each 
month  (minimum: 

$100),  and  the  grades 
you  would  like  to  col¬ 
lect.  Your  first  shipment 
of  beautiful  coinswill  be 
in  your  mailbox  before 
you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our 
middle  name.  Feel  free 
to  change  the  grade  you 

desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the  series  you  collect.  If 
you  are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  “happy  camper’ 
for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a  mera  kr  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  you'll  have  a  great  me!  We 
look  forward  to  having  you  with  us. 
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Liberty  Half  Eagles 

Gorgeous  Condition  Census  1836  $5 


1836  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  olive  gold  with  full 
creamy  lustre.  A  stunningly  beautiful  specimen 
and  among  the  finest  known;  PCGS  has  graded 
only  one  higher.  The  greenish  color  of  the  gold 
indicates  that  this  was  likely  struck  from  native 
ore  from  Georgia  or  North  Carolina  instead  of 
recoined  foreign  coins  deposited  with  the  mint 
for  assay.  An  impressive  specimen  of  stellar 
quality . 14,950 

Another  Pleasing  Mint  State  1836  $5 


1836  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  olive  gold  with  full 
original  lustre.  Excellent  eye  appeal  on  this  popu¬ 
lar  "Classic  Head"  type  struck  for  only  five  years. 
Most  that  exist  barely  exceed  EF,  but  here  is  an 
superb  opportunity  to  add  a  splendid  quality 
piece  to  your  collection . 3,395 

Attractive  1839-D  Half  Eagle 
1839-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Liberty  design 
and  only  the  second  year  of  coinage  in  Dahlonega. 
Almost  19,000  were  struck,  a  low  mintage  in  gen¬ 
eral  terms,  and  about  average  for  this  southern 


mint . 2,250 

1843-D  EF-45  (NGC).  A  nice  example . 1,395 

1847  AU-58.  Brilliant . 875 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 

1848  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  full  Mint  State  the 
1848  half  eagle  is  a  rarity.  Only  infrequently  do  we 
have  one  in  stock.  Buy  this  lovely,  lustrous,  and 


rare  coin  for  only . . 1,950 

1851  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 


1854  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant.  None  graded  higher! .  550 


Beautiful  1856  $5 


1856  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint 
State . 7,995 


Pleasing  1856  Charlotte  Half  Eagle 


1856-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  color  and  vestiges  of  lus¬ 
tre  left  around  the  stars.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  issue,  fascinating  as  a  witness 
to  the  Election  of  1856  in  the  Deep  South. ..  3,495 
1856-S  Breen-6626.  Medium  S.  AU-50  (NGC).  Plenty 
of  lustre  and  rich  orange  toning  make  for  an  at¬ 
tractive  coin  overall . 1,395 

Mint  State  1857  Half  Eagle 


1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  Rare  in  Mint 

State . 3,250 

1857  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  original  with  lots 
of  lustre . 950 

Scarce  Mint  State  1858  Half  Eagle 


1858  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  with  mintage  of 


just  15,136 . 3,850 

1866- S  No  Motto.  F-15  (PCGS) . 1,195 


Low-Mintage  1868  Half  Eagle 


1868  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  mint¬ 
age  of  this  issue  is  only  5,700 .  3,995 

Delightful  1868  $5 


1868  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold  with 
lots  of  original  lustre.  Scarce  and  desirable.  3,500 


1870-S  VF-30  (PCGS)  A  nice  example  ot  this  l<>* 


mintage  issue . 1,295 

1870-S  VG-lOi  PCGS) . 


Important  1873-S  $5  Rarity 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of  this 
rarity,  a  coin  which  Walter  Breen  described  as 
unknown  in  AU."  Although  31,000  were  minted, 


the  survival  ratio  is  certainly  small . 4,695 

1877-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  94 


Choice  Uncirculated  1880  $5 


1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 
near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 


toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 2,595 

1880  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 


Christine  Metcalfe 

Christine  is  the  newest  member  of 
our  state-of-the-art  graphics  depart¬ 
ment.  She  helps  to  produce  our  award¬ 
winning  publications,  including  the 
Rare  Coin  Review. 
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1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1881  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1881  AU -58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  .  765 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
onlv  three  pieces  graded  higher  bv  PCGS. .  1,295 


Condition  Census  1882-S  Half  Eagle 


1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  olive-gold 
with  exquisite  lustre.  .An  especially  choice  specimen, 
tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Of  unexcelled  qual¬ 


ity  and  impressive  aesthetic  beauty . 7,750 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 


Gem  1885-S  Half  Eagle 


1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  common  date  in 
general  terms,  although  extremely  rare  in  gem 

quality . 4,950 

1885-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1885-S  MS-63  (NGC.)  Brilliant . 695 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Excellent  satiny  lustre  and  frosted 
devices.  An  eye  appealing  and  choice  specimen 
from  the  Bass  Collection . 1,075 


Choice  1892  $5 


1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,075 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1893-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 


Mint  State  1894  Half  Eagle 


1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  None  graded  higher  by 


PCGS . 2,550 

1894-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1897  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235 

1897-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 495 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Semi-prooflike  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 795 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 


is  all  about! . 5,650 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1899  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1899-S  VF-35  (PCGS) . 165 


Choice  Proof  1900  Half  Eagle 


Possible  Finest  Known  1887-S  $5 


1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  on  satiny  medium 
yellow  surfaces.  A  beautiful  specimen  tied  for  fin¬ 
est  certified  by  PCGS.  While  available  in  lower 
Uncirculated  grades,  only  three  have  been  graded 
MS-65;  we  expect  none  surpass  this  coin's  origi¬ 
nality  and  appeal . 9,750 

1887-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  lots 
of  lustre . 219 


Rare  1889  Half  Eagle 

1889  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  remarkably  nice 
specimen  of  this  highly  important  half  eagle 
date  — one  of  the  rarities  of  its  era . 2,295 


1900  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lovely . 8,995 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1900  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 


Condition  Census  1901/0-S  Overdate  $5 


1901/0-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  hints  of 
coppery  toning  and  the  look  of  a  higher  grade;  we 
wouldn't  be  surprised  at  all  to  see  this  in  a  differ¬ 


ent  holder  next  time  we  see  it!  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  known  specimens  of  this  overdate  rarity, 
one  of  the  most  spectacular  "varieties"  on  a  U  S. 
gold  coin.  Popular,  rare,  and  the  nicest  specimen 
of  this  overdate  we've  ever  handled . 9,750 


Gem  1901-S  Half  Eagle 


1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 3,150 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1901- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,095 

1902- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1903- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  vellow  and  olive  gold 

with  excellent  lustre . 595 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 


Gem  Mint  State  1906  Half  Eagle 


1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  date  is  not  seen 


very  often  in  Gem  condition . 3,750 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1906  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


Choice  Uncirculated  1906-D  $5 
1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 1,375 


Lovely  Gem  1906-S  Half  Eagle 


1906-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Farth 


quake  year"  coin.  Gorgeous! . 6,750 

1906- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 ,350 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  lK>5 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1,150 
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Amazing  Quality  1908  Liberty  Half  Eagle 


1908  Liberty.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow 
gold  with  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  An  impressive 
coin  with  immaculate  surfaces  and  top  notch  eye 
appeal.  This  would  be  a  knockout  in  a  type  set  or 
the  highlight  of  a  set  of  Liberty  half  eagles.  4,995 

Gem  1908  Liberty  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,095 

1908-1)  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1908-1)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1 908- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 675 


Memorable  1909  Half  Eagle 


1909  MS-66  (PCGS).  Condition  Census,  only  three 
graded  MS-66  between  PCGS  and  NGC.  .  24,950 


1908  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Final  year  of  is¬ 
sue  for  the  Liberty  design,  and  important  as  the 
only  1908-dated  Liberty  gold  coin.  Only  circulation 
strikes  were  produced,  therefore,  this  is  of  interest 


to  collectors  of  Proof* gold  half  eagles . 3,250 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1908  Liberty.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


Indian  Half  Eagles 


Gem  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 11,950 


Splendid  1908  Indian  Half  Eagle 


Choice  1909  Half  Eagle 


1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,395 


2,895 


Brilliant  1909-D  $5 


1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type 

set . 2,895 

1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold.  475 
1909-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning. ..  359 
1909-D  AU-55 .  295 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  first  year  of  issue . 2,950 

Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  for  some  really 
terrific  buys  on  interesting  and  valu¬ 
able  reference  books.  The  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with 
coins  applies  to  our  books  as  well. 


Choice  1911  Half  Eagle 


1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 3,295 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  1,250 


1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold 


w  ith  good  eye  appeal . 279 

1911-D  AU-55  (P(  CS)  Brilliant 

1911-D  EF-45 1 NC  .I  i  One  of  the  scarcer  iataaa  of  the 

era . 495 

1911-S  MS-61  (NGC  i  Brilliant 
1912  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  . 

1912  MS-62  (PC  GS)  Brilliant.  sms 

1913  AU-50.  Brilliant .  259 


Rare  Uncirculated  1913-S  Indian  Half  I  agle 


1913-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold 
with  excellent  original  lustre.  This  coin  is  a  great 
example  of  a  condition  rarity,  which,  though  struck 
in  smaller  numbers  than  most  Indian  $5  pieces, 
reaches  the  full  stride  of  its  rarity  in  Uncirculated 
condition.  For  example,  the  mintage  of  the  1913- 
S  was  44%  that  of  its  1913  Philadelphia  counter¬ 
part,  but  the  PCGS  Population  in  MS-63  is  onh 
2%  that  of  the  1913! . 10,500 

Choice  1914  Indian  $5 


1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  lustre  and 
choice  eye  appeal.  Nearly  impossible  to  locate 
better  than  this . 3,995 

Beautiful  1915  Half  Eagle 


1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  3,595 


Lovely  1915  Half  Eagle 


1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1915  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 


Scarce  and  Choice  1915-S  Half  Eagle 


1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous 
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Unik’d  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


with  excellent  eve  appeal  tor  the  grade.  Among 


the  finest  certified  of  this  scarce  issue . 7,250 

1915-  S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 519 

1916- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1916-S  F-12  (PCGS) . 245 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

Our  selection  of  eagles  includes  manv  Liberty  or 
Coronet  eagles,  as  well  as  manv  nice  Indian  eagles.  As 
always,  we  have  combed  bourse  floors  across  America 
in  an  effort  to  find  quality  gold  coins  that  represent  a 
great  value  to  today's  collectors.  Order  with  confi¬ 
dence,  your  satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed. 

Early  Gold  Eagles 


Beautiful  1801  Eagle 


1801  B-6843;  B-2B.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous.  A  very  impressive  coin! . 10,950 


lustrous.  A  very  impressive  coin! . 10,950 

Liberty  Gold  Eagles 

1845  VF-25  (NGC).  A  nice  original  example . 625 

High-Grade  1845-0  Eagle 


1845-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,495 

1848  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  appeal.  ...  495 

1851-0  EF-45  (NGC) . 595 

1852  EF-45  (PCGS) . 475 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS) . 375 

1853  EF-40  (PCGS) . 395 


Outstanding  Condition  Census  1855  Eagle 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  satiny  light  yellow  surfaces 
with  excellent  lustre  and  copperv  highlights.  Just 


a  beautiful  and  supremely  original  coin.  No  Motto 
tvpe  eagles  are  incredibly  difficult  to  locate  in  this 
elevated  state  of  preservation;  none  of  this  date 
are  graded  finer  bv  PCGS  and  even  the  mighty 
Bass  Collection  had  but  one  No  Motto  eagle 
whose  grade  exceeded  that  of  this  specimen.  A 
remarkable  opportunity  for  the  type  collector 
who  demands  the  absolute  finest  for  the  savvy 
gold  connoisseur . 32,950 

Popular  1871-CC  $10  Rarity 
From  the  Bass  Collection 


1871-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  gold 
with  orange  highlights.  A  very  appealing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  Carson  City  key  which  rarely  comes 
in  grades  higher  than  EF  and  is  entirely  un¬ 
known  in  Mint  State.  Choice  in  appearance  and 
very  original,  this  coin  is  both  evocative  Old 
West  artifact  and  desirable  numismatic  rarity 
whose  condition  would  be  very  difficult  to  im¬ 


prove  upon . 9,500 

1879  AU-58  (NGC) . 329 

1879- S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 395 

1880- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1881  AU-58.  Brilliant . 275 

1881- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 309 


Likely  Finest  Known  1884  Proof  $10  Rarity 


1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  frosted  devices 
heavily  offset  from  fully  reflective  and  immacu¬ 
late  surfaces.  Just  a  stunning  specimen  of  this 
mintage  of  only  45  pieces,  less  than  ten  of  which 
survive  in  private  hands  considering  the  speci¬ 
mens  in  the  Smithsonian  and  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society.  This  one  is  the  only  one  graded 
by  PCGS  at  this  grade  level  with  none  exceeding 
it,  a  magnificent  gem  of  impeccable  quality.  This 
will  be  the  centerpiece  of  the  next  cabinet  it  occu¬ 
pies . 49,500 

1886  MS-61  (PCGS) . 349 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  WEBSITE 


www.bowersandmerena.com 


Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  Eagle 


1887- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  None  graded  higher 

at  PCGS . 2,795 

1888- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  olive  gold 

with  superb  full  lustre  and  choice  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade.  From  the  Bass  Collection . 995 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

Rare  1889  $10  Gold 

1889  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  this  low-mint- 
age  issue . 1,595 

1889- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Choice  surfaces  with  satiny 

lustre  and  excellent  eye  appeal.  Very  difficult  to 
find  this  nice . 1,395 

1889- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  . . 595 

1890- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  amber  peripheral 

toning . 495 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS) . 309 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1894-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 595 

1895  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1896-  S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 745 

1897- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

Very  Choice  1898  Eagle 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow  gold 

with  full  original  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  most  attractive  eagles  at  this  grade 
level  we  can  recall  seeing.  Perfect  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  type  set . 2,495 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lovely  satiny  surfaces . 925 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 695 

1900-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 

attractive  olive  iridescence . 1,195 

Gem  Mint  State  1901  Eagle 


1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 
opportunity  for  the  advanced  collector's  cabi¬ 


net . 3,250 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1901  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 
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1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1901-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 585 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 


Lovely  Condition  Census  1902-S  $10 


1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Premium  full  satiny  lustre  on 
bright  medium  yellow  and  olive  surfaces.  Excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal,  among  the  finest  known. ..  3,995 


Exquisite  Gem  Proof  1903  Eagle 


1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold  with 
evenly  reflective  surfaces  and  full  satiny  lustre.  Al¬ 
most  unreal  in  its  eye  appeal  and  bright  sheen.  96 
Proof  eagles  were  struck  in  1903,  less  than  half  of 
which  survive  today  and  none  of  which  exceed  this 
piece  in  the  PCGS  Population  Report . 37,500 

Satiny  1903  Eagle 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  coppery 
gold  with  excellent  original  lustre  and  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  very  difficult  date  to  locate  in  this 
grade,  in  fact,  PCGS  has  certified  only  one  piece 


higher.  A  most  pleasing  specimen . 3,995 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 695 

1903-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 


Exemplary  1903-S  Eagle  Gem 


1903-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  medium  yellow  gold 
with  olive  and  copper  highlights.  Outstanding 


full  cartwheel  lustre  and  immaculate  surfaces.  An 
excellent  specimen  that  will  never  require  up¬ 


grade . 6,250 

1904-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Gem  Proof  1905  Eagle 


1905  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem.  One  of  the  finest 
Proofs  in  existence! .  37,500 

Condition  Rarity  1905-S  $10 


1905- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  lustrous  on 

deeply  lustrous  and  satiny  surfaces.  The  fact  that 
there  were  no  Uncirculated  specimens  of  this  date 
in  the  Bass  Collection  speaks  volumes  about  its 
rarity  in  this  state.  Choice  for  the  grade . 5,250 

1906-D  Eagle  from  the  Bass  Collection 

1906- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Choice  eye  appeal  and  full 
unbroken  lustre.  An  impressive  specimen  of  this 


popular  issue  from  the  Bass  Collection . 1,695 

1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  yellow  gold 
with  excellent  lustre  for  the  grade.  Choice  and 

attractive . 695 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1906-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  first  eagle  issue 

of  the  Denver  Mint . 350 

1907  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 995 


Exceptional  1907-D  Eagle 


1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Unbroken  lustre  on  lovely 
satiny  surfaces.  The  last  Denver  striking  of  the 
Liberty  eagles  is  very  difficult  to  find  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  and  almost  unknown  in  grades  higher  than 
this,  in  fact,  this  specimen  is  tied  for  finest  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS.  Finer  than  the  coin  in  the  Bass  Col¬ 
lection  (how  often  do  vou  hear  that?)  and  vours 
for . 2,995 


lud i an  Gold  Eagles 

Beautiful  1907  No  Motto  Eagle 


1907  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and 

bright  medium  yellow  gold,  somewhat  mellowed 
in  areas.  Pleasing  and  choice  for  the  grade.  The 
No  Motto  Indian  $10  is  only  a  two  year  type,  cor¬ 
rected  with  addition  of  the  motto  after  wide¬ 
spread  public  outcry  and  a  media  frenzy.  A 
fascinating  chapter  in  our  coining  history  dis¬ 
played  in  a  really  premium  specimen . 3,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1908  With  Motto  Eagle 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow 

gold  with  full  original  lustre  and  immense  eye 
appeal.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  very  popular 
issue . 2,195 

1908  With  Motto.  AU-58.  An  attractive  specimen 
with  good  lustre  of  this  first  "With  Motto"  In¬ 
dian  $10 . 395 

1910-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1910-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

Exciting  1911  Matte  Proof  Eagle  Rarity 


1911  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Even  deep  mustard  gold  with 
the  microscopically  textured  surface  typical  of 
matte  or  "sandblast"  Proofs.  Beautiful  in  a  wholly 
different  way  from  normal  mirrored  Proofs, 
Matte  Proofs  are  the  result  of  Mint  experimenta¬ 
tion  with  several  nontraditional  proofing  styles 
learned  from  French  coining  technicians.  The 
mintage  of  1911  eagles  was  minuscule,  only  95 
pieces,  and  many  went  unsold  as  period  collectors 
preferred  the  typical  "shiny"  Proofs  in  many  cases 
to  the  exotic  surface  finishes  like  that  displayed  on 
this  specimen.  A  fascinating  piece  of  American 
coining  history,  made  all  the  more  impressive  b\ 
the  size  and  depth  of  the  design  upon  which  the 
proofing  process  was  imparted.  A  20th  century 
artistic  masterpiece  in  the  round  and  a  sandblast 
eem . 39,500 


191 1  -S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant.  633 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant  1.295 

1912-S  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant  4^5 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1912- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  vellow  gold  with  lots  of 

remaining  lustre  and  good  eve  appeal . 375 

1913- S  EF-45  (NGC) . . . 795 

1914- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  medium  yellow  gold 

with  excellent  lustre  for  the  grade . 459 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  original,  more  attrac¬ 
tive  than  many  Mint  State  coins  you'd  see! . 395 


Gem  Mint  State  1926  Eagle 


1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 3,250 


1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1926  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is  of¬ 
fered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction.  In  fact,  this  may 
be  the  largest  offering  we  have  ever  made! 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold  pieces 
continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low  prices  for 
gold  bullion,  these  large  gold  coins  have  been  "selling 
like  hotcakes"  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
not  only  our  distribution  of  1857-S  $20  from  the  S.S. 
Central  America  and,  earlier,  treasures  from  the  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan,  but  just  about  all  other  issues  as  well. 

Liberty  Double  Eagles 


Lovely  Mint  State  1861  $20 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  choice  specimen.  An 
important  issue  for  the  type  or  date  collector.  This 
date  has  not  been  represented  in  either  of  the  two 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  WEBSITE 


www.bowersandnrierena.com 


discovered  gold  treasures  (the  S.S.  Brother 
lonatlum  and  the  S.S.  Central  America) . 14,950 

1865-S  "Treasure"  $20 


1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  our 
Brother  Jonathan  sale,  Lot  769.  Lovely,  rare,  and  of 
incredible  historical  importance! . 8,950 


incredible  historical  importance! . 8,950 

Splendid  and  Scarce  1868-S  $20 

1868-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1870- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 595 

1871  EF-45  (NGC) . 895 

1873  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1874-CC  EF-40  (PCGS) . . . 895 

1874- CC  VF-35  (PCGS) . 750 

1875- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection."  . 895 

1875-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection." . 750 

1877  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1877  AU-53.  Brilliant . 575 

1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 545 

1877- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1878-  S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 619 

1878-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 550 


1878-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 


1893- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1894- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 425 

1895  MS-62  (NGQ . 

1895- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1896- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1896-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 445 

1896- S  VF-35.  Brilliant . 395 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 465 

1897  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Pedigreed  to  the 

"Rainy  Day  Collection." . 445 

1897- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . ' . 1,095 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1898- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 469 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1899- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1899-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 445 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS) . 795 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS) . 529 

1900  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1902-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 515 

1902-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 449 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 679 


The  world's  greatest  selection  of  double  eagles?  Well,  we 
don't  know  what  others  have,  but  we  do  know  that  our 
inventory  of  choice  handpicked  double  eagles  is  certainly  of  a 
high  order  of  quality  and  desirability.  Use  this  list  to  form  your 
own  collection  of  America’s  largest  regular  gold  coins. 


1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 679 

1903  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 


Collection." . 539 

1879  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 775 

1879-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1879-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1880  EF-45  (PCGS) . 575 

1881-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1883-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Nice  lustrous  coppery  toning, 

though  some  bagmarks  typical  of  issue . 635 

1883- S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 475 

1884- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

collection."  . 1,095 

1884-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection." . 725 

1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1884- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1885- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1884-S  EF-45  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 450 

1888- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1889  AU-55.  Brilliant . 595 

1889- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  the 

"Rainy  Day  Collection." . 445 

1890- CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1890-CC  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,125 

1890-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection." . 795 

1890-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1890-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Blazing  lustre.  A  superb  coin  that 


would  grace  any  type  set . 2,650 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1904  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1904  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 

1904  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 420 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned.  Pedigreed  to  the 

"Rainy  Day  Collection." . 410 

1904-S  MS-63  (NC  K  ).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1904-S  MS-62  (NGQ.  Brilliant .  52 > 

1904-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1904-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 419 


1906  MS-62  (PCC  ,S).  1  ustrous  olive  gold  with  choice 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,095 

1906-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 409 

1907  Liberty.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 


Choice  Mint  State  1907-D  $20 
1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  full 
unbroken  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  very 

pleasing . 1,995 

1909-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning. ..  359 

1907-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  orange-gold . 695 

1907-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 


Utterly  Spectacular  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVI1  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Breath¬ 
taking  bright  medium  yellow  gold  with  full  lus¬ 
tre.  No  detractions  whatever  are  visible  to  the 
naked  eye,  simply  the  ideal  representation  of  the 
consensus  "most  beautiful  American  coin,"  struck 
and  preserved  in  the  way  originally  intended  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  Saint  Gaudens'  evocative 
and  masterful  design.  A  coin  with  a  majesty  that 
matches  its  rarity  and  the  potential  centerpiece  to 
even  the  most  advanced  cabinet  of  United  States 
coins .  52,500 

The  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagle  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  all  American  numismatic  rarities.  It  was  created  by 
the  cooperation  of  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  noted 
sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  In  1 905,  Roosevelt  enlisted 
the  talents  of  his  friend,  Saint-Gaudens,  to  improve  the  nation's 
coinage  design.  Over  a  period  of  time  the  artist,  working  at  his 
studio  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  devised  ideas  for  the  one- 
cent  piece,  eagle,  and  double  eagle  and,  had  his  health  permit¬ 
ted,  would  have  advanced  ideas  for  the  entire  range  of  United 
States  coinage  denominations.  As  it  turned  out,  Saint-Gaudens 
died  in  the  summer  of  1 907,  and  the  only  issues  which  came  to 
be  were  the  Indian  $10  and  "Victory"  $20. 

We  speculate  that  the  design  changes  of  the  other  de¬ 
nominations  would  have  been  spectacular,  as  were  Saint- 
Gaudens'  alterations  of  the  eagle  and  double  eagle.  Dave 
Bowers'  award-winning  book.  United  States  Gold  Coinage:  An 
Illustrated  History,  gives  in  detail  the  correspondence  between 
Roosevelt  and  Saint-Gaudens. 

The  sculptor,  an  idealist,  followed  the  President's  sugges¬ 
tion  and  created  a  coin  in  high  relief  with  a  sculptured  appear¬ 
ance,  following  the  format  of  ancient  Greek  issues  which 
Roosevelt  had  admired  in  a  museum.  Employees  in  the  En¬ 
graving  Department  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  incensed  be¬ 
cause  an  outsider  was  selected  to  design  coins,  traditionally  a 
privilege  of  the  Mint  itself,  refused  to  cooperate  with  Saint- 
Gaudens  They  stated,  (as  it  turned  out,  rightly  so)  that  Saint- 
Gaudens  was  unfamiliar  with  the  requirements  of  coinage 
and  was  approaching  the  situation  from  an  artistic,  not  a 
practical  viewpoint  Roosevelt  intervened  on  behalf  of  the 
artist  and  insisted  that  the  Mint  produce  his  newly  designed 
$20  coins  no  matter  what  the  cost,  effort,  or  expense  might  be 


When  the  Mint  stated  that  the  relief  was  too  high  -as  indeed 
it  was  —  Roosevelt  replied  that  he  did  not  care,  and  it  only  one 
coin  a  day  could  be  struck,  this  is  how  it  would  lx-! 

Initial  examples  were  of  the  Extremely  High  Relief  de¬ 
sign.  Later,  a  modification  was  made,  producing  the  "regular" 
high  relief  design  (as  offered  here)  which  still  was  in  much 
higher  rebel  than  a  normal  coin  and  which  still  had  striking 
problems.  Still  later,  the  design  was  considerably  flattened, 
the  Roman  numerals  were  eliminated,  and  pieces  made  could 
indeed  be  produced  at  high  speed  on  production  presses. 

The  first  design,  the  so-called  Extremely  High  Relief  (or 
"Ultra  High  Relief"),  required  many  blows  on  the  medal  press, 
with  annealing  between  each  impression,  to  strike  up  the  coins 
properly.  The  exact  number  minted  will  probably  never  be 
known,  but  those  connected  with  the  government  have  given 
such  figures  as  18, 19,  or  22.  It  is  believed  that  additional  pieces 
were  restruck  clandestinely  in  later  years,  possibly  by  George 
T.  Morgan  (who  was  connected  with  the  mint  until  1917),  but 
the  number  was  probably  very'  small. 

The  design  itself  is  of  exquisite  beauty.  Liberty  is  por¬ 
trayed  as  a  woman  striding  toward  the  viewer,  with  the 
resplendent  rays  of  the  sun  behind.  In  her  left  hand  (viewer's 
right)  is  a  torch  held  aloft,  and  in  her  right  hand  is  an  olive 
branch.  The  Capitol  building,  small  in  size,  can  be  seen  at  the 
lower  left.  The  date  is  given  in  Roman  numerals,  MCMVII,  a 
classic  influence.  Below  the  date  the  monogram  of  Saint- 
Gaudens  appears  boldly.  Above  the  head  is  the  word  LIB¬ 
ERTY,  and  around  the  border  are  46  stars  representing  the 
states  of  the  Union. 

The  motif  for  the  obverse  was  taken  from  Saint-Gaudens' 
much-acclaimed  figure  of  Victory,  a  part  of  the  Sherman 
Monument  completed  in  1903  for  Central  Park,  New  York 
City.  Before  the  motif  used  on  the  coin  was  decided  upon,  a 
number  of  variations  were  attempted,  including  a  figure  of 
Victory  with  angelic  wings.  Victory  is  said  to  have  been 
inspired  by  Saint-Gaudens'  mistress,  Da  vida  Clark,  with  whom 
he  had  a  child,  and  her  visage  is  also  to  be  seen  on  the  $10  piece 
of  1907,  but  in  a  close-up  view. 

The  reverse  of  the  MCMVII  $20  depicts  a  flying  eagle  with 
the  sun  below  and  an  inscription  above.  Interestingly,  Saint- 
Gaudens  copied  this  from  the  1856-1858  Flying  Eagle  cent 
design,  first  proposing  its  use  on  a  new  variety  of  cent,  but 
eventually  adapting  its  use  for  the  double  eagle. 


Cheryl  Perry 

Chervl  is  the  new  administrative 
assistant  to  John  Pack,  our  Auction  Di¬ 
rector. 


Released  in  December  1907,  the  M(  M  VII  was  an  enthu 
Plastically  sought  coin  from  the  outset  1  o  this  day,  it  remain1 
an  American  numismatic  favorite 


Another  Praiseworthy  Mint  State 
High  Relief  Double  Eagle 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  MS-63  (PCGS)  Fully 
struck  and  lustrous  with  ideal  original  medium 
yellow  gold  surfaces.  One  of  the  most  desirable 
coins  in  the  American  series  in  an  admirable  state 
of  preservation.  If  you  have  always  desired  a 
spectacular  specimen  of  this  coin,  perhaps  now  is 
the  time? . 15,950 


Lovely  EF  Roman  Numerals  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly 
circulated  and  very  attractive  with  good  lustre 
retained  in  the  deep  basinal  fields.  These  are  per¬ 
haps  more  popular  lightly  circulated  that  in  Mint 
State.  Tiny  rim  bump  visible  on  the  reverse  noted 
for  accuracy  and  priced  accordingly.  Add  this  to 
your  collection  for . 4,450 

Gem  Arabic  Numeral  1907  $20 
1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rich  lustrous  medium  yellow 
gold  with  rosy  and  pale  gold  highlights.  Bright 
and  original  with  excellent  eye  appeal  A  choice 

specimen  of  this  first  year  issue . 2,450 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  full 
lustre  and  choice  eye  appeal.  The  1907  Arabic 
Saint-Gaudens  is  always  an  excellent  way  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  No  Motto  type . 1,050 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 


medium  yellow  gold  and  very  pleasing.  A  lovely 
example  of  this  popular  issue,  the  first  Saint- 

Gaudens  struck  in  Denver . 775 

1 909  MS-62  (PC(  .S),  A  scarce  issue  in  all  grades  1 ,395 
1909  AU-58  (| PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 
1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS)  Very  scarce  in  gem  condi 

tion . 

1911  AU-55  (POGS)  Brilliant  719 
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Build  your  own  private  treasure  of  authentic  American  gold  coins! 

Join  our  Saint-Gaudens 

Double  Eagle  Club 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for  good  reason;  they  are  at 
once  beautiful,  impressive,  and  valuable.  And,  gold  has 
guided  the  financial  course  of  civilization  for  many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the  American  series,  beautiful 
$20  pieces  designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  and  minted 
from  1907  through  1933,  include  many  very  affordable 
coins.  In  fact,  as  the  list  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  indicates, 
there  are  32  different  varieties  that  can  be  purchased  for  less 
than  $1,000  in  Mint  State,  some  for  much  less  (tentative 
listing  based  upon  today’s  market  valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection  of  affordable  dates  and 
mintmarks.  Each  coin  is  a  beautiful,  lustrous  Mint  State 
example  certified  by  PCGS.  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive 
collection  this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to  spend  each  month  on  your 
collection.  For  just  $500  (the  minimum  we  recommend), 
we  can  complete  your  collection  with  pieces  ranging  in 
grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher  grades  available  upon 
request).  Month  by  month,  your  golden  collection  will 
grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is  no  obligation  to  continue, 
and  you  can  end  your  participation  at  any  time,  simply  by 
letting  us  know  and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each  coin 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction 
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(seven  days  for  certified  coins).  And  each  coin  comes  to  you 
with  a  special  4%  member’s  discount. 

Call  Gail  Watson  or  Debbie  McDonald,  credit  card  in 
hand,  send  us  a  fax  with  your  credit  card  information,  or  mail 
us  a  note  with  your  personal  check.  We  ll  take  it  from  there. 

Special  Introductory  Price  on  Your  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double  eagles  (dates  of 
our  choice)  at  our  special  introductory  price  of  just  $665 
(list  price  $695  or  more).  Then,  every  month  we  will 
automatically  send  you  another  coin  that  you  need.  Your 
coins  can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card,  or  sent  for 
inspection  (upon  credit  approval),  or  you  can  pay  with 
your  personal  check. 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q. 
David  Bowers’  award-winning  book,  United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  featuring  photographs  of  gems 
from  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe  hardbound 
volume,  profusely  illustrated  including  color  plates,  lists 
for  $57.95,  but  is  yours  FREE.  It  is  the  standard  reference 
on  the  series.  In  fact,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  learn  about  American  gold  coins,  he 
consulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles  priced  at  less  than  $1,000  in  Mint  State! 

1907  Arabic  numerals,  1908  No  Motto,  1908-D  No  Motto,  1908  With  Motto, 
1908-D  With  Motto,  1909,  1909-S,  1910,  1910-D,  1910-S,  1911,  191 1-D, 
191 1-S,  1912,  1913,  1913-D,  1914,  1914-D,  1914-S,  1915,  1915-S, 
1916-S,  1920,  1922,  1923,  1923-D,  1924,  1925,  1926,  1927,  1928 


United  States  Cold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 


If  Q.  tMvfcilovrm 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Rare  Gem  1912  Double  Eagle 


1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  excel¬ 
lent  satiny  lustre.  For  some  reason,  the  grand 


majority  of  the  Uncirculated  1912  double  eagles 
known  are  bagmarked  and  near  the  low  end  of 
the  Mint  State  spectrum.  This  piece  is  a  remark¬ 
able  exception,  choice  and  appealing,  with  only 
one  coin  graded  higher  by  PCGS.  For  those  who 
seek  the  highest  quality,  this  is  a  find  that  may  go 


unduplicated  for  some  time . 15,950 

1913  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 759 

1913  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 639 


Lovely  1913-D  Double  Eagle 
1913-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  the 
choice  lustre  of  a  higher-graded  specimen.  Bright 
and  full  of  eye  appeal . 1,575 


Nice  1914  $20 


1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  medium  yellow  gold 
specimen  with  rich  coppery  peripheral  toning. 
Excellent  lustre  and  appealing  sharp  strike  make 
this  a  really  superb  example  of  the  issue. ...  2,750 

1915  AU-58.  Brilliant . 

Gem  1915-S  Double  Eagle 

1915-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  .  695 

1915- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  medium  yellow 

gold  with  subtle  olive  iridescence . 725 

1922  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  gold  with 

unbroken  original  lustre.  Very  choice  for  the 
grade . 575 


Marvelous  Super-Gem  1924  $20 


1924  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  have  seen  very 
few  1924  $20s  at  this  elegant  grade  level.  7,950 


Superb  Gem  1924  $20 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  and  olive 

gold  with  impeccable  lustre . 550 

1924  MS-61  (PCGS) . 439 

1924  MS-60  (NGC).  Rich  copper;'  lustre . 429 

Superb  Gem  1927  Double  Eagle 

1927  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous,  very  attractive  695 
1927  MS-63.  Brilliant  medium  yellow  and  olive  gold 
with  excellent  lustre . 550 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  495 

Superb  Gem  1928  Double  Eagle 

1928  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 .895 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  995 


Gordon  Wrttbel 


Gordon  Wrubel's  career  in  numismat¬ 
ics  began  in  the  1950s  when  he  started  col¬ 
lecting  coins  by  pulling  better  dates  from 
coins  in  circulation. 

By  the  early  1960s, 
he  began  dealing 
part-time  in  rare 
coins  in  order  to  sat¬ 
isfy  his  numismatic 
appetite.  In  1967, 
his  interest  turned 
to  large  cents  and 
he  became  charter 
member  #19  of  the 
Early  American 
Coppers  Club.  Af¬ 
ter  becoming  a 
member  of  the 
Michigan  State  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society  in 
the  late  1960s,  Gordon  served  on  the 
Board  of  Governors  and  as  vice  president 
for  several  years. 

After  receiving  an  Associate  of  Arts 
degree  with  honors  from  Macomb 
County  Community  College  and  attend¬ 
ing  Wayne  State  University  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  he  gave  up  his  plans  for  a 
teaching  career  and  entered  the  coin  busi¬ 
ness  full  time.  This  decision  came  about 
when  he  was  approached  by  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments,  a  large  investment  firm  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Michigan,  to  establish  and 
head  a  numismatic  division. 

In  1975,  Gordon  opened  a  coin  shop  in 
East  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  resumed  his 
relationship  with  Coin  Investments  when 
they  purchased  his  business  intact  and  so¬ 


licited  his  services  to  open  a  coin  business 
in  Kansas  City. 

Gordon  established  his  own  firm,  Rare 
Coin  Investments,  in 
1978,  which  he 
owned  and  operated 
into  the  1990s. 

In  1986,  he  was 
one  of  the  five 
founding  members 
of  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service. 
Gordon  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  and  served 
as  director  of  grad¬ 
ing  for  the  first  10 
years  of  its  existence. 

In  1995,  while 
continuing  to  be  a 
consultant  for  the  coin  grading  depart¬ 
ment,  he  helped  establish  a  subsidiary 
rare  record  company,  Good  Rockin'  To¬ 
night  and  served  as  president. 

In  1999,  after  PCGS  and  its  family  of 
companies  became  Collectors  Universe, 
Gordon  became  chief  buyer  for  its 
Internet  and  premium  auctions,  as  well  as 
the  retail  operations. 

In  March  of  2000,  when  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  acquired  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies,  he  assumed  the  position  of  senior 
buyer  for  the  world  renowned  coin  firm 
and  now  resides  in  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire,  with  his  wife  Betty. 

He  holds  life  membership  in  the  ANA 
and  MSNS  and  is  member  #316  of  the 
Professional  Numismatist  Guild. 
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by  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 


Jugate  Busts: 


Commemoratives  are  one  of  our  favor¬ 
ite  things  around  these  parts,  and  their  in¬ 
teresting  and  original  designs  always  make 


good  fodder  to  test  your  numismatic 
knowledge.  Try  the  following  two  match¬ 
ing  quizzes  with  a  commemorative  theme. 


Defined  as  "joined  in  or  forming  a  pair,"  and  in 
numismatic  parlance  connotes  two  persons  on  one 
side  of  the  coin  that  face  the  same  direction.  Con¬ 
nect  the  two  persons  depicted  in  jugate  fashion 
with  the  issue  on  which  they  are  featured. 


Busts 

1.  Marquis  de  Lafayette  and  George  Washington 

2.  An  Algonquin  Indian  and  a  Dutch  Settler 

3.  Booker  T.  Washington  and  George  Washington  Carver 

4.  Admiral  Gaspard  de  Coligny  and  Willem  I 
5  .  A  Confederate  soldier  and  a  Union  soldier 

6.  Miss  Liberty  and  a  Quapaw  Indian  Chief 

7.  William  Wyatt  Bibb  and  Thomas  E.  Kilby 

8.  Calvin  Coolidge  and  George  Washington 

9.  George  McClellan  and  Robert  E.  Lee 

10.  John  Quincy  Adams  and  James  Monroe 


Commemorative  Issue 

A.  1935-1939  Arkansas  Half 

B.  1926  Sesquicentennial  Half 

C.  1923  Monroe  Half 

D.  1921  Alabama  Half 

E.  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


F.  1951-1954  Carver-Washington 
Half 

G.  1937  Antietam  Half 

H.  1936  Long  Island  Half 

I.  1936  Gettysburg  Half 

J.  1924  Huguenot-Walloon  Half 


>01  '>6  '9-8  'Q-L  'V'9  TS  'If  'U'Z  '3H  :SH3MSNV 


Coin  Quiz 

Commemoratives 
Can  You  Match  Them  Up? 


Ships  on  Comments: 

Match  the  commemorative  with 
the  ship  depicted  thereon. 

Ships 

1.  The  Mayflower 

2.  Kalmar  Nyckel 

3.  Santa  Maria 

4.  Nieuw  Nederlandt 

5.  Half  Moon 

Commemorative  Issue 

A.  1936  Delaware 

B.  1892-1893  Columbian  Half 

C.  1920-1921  Pilgrim 

D.  1935  Hudson 

E.  1924  Huguenot-Walloon 

Q-S  '3-b  'fl-£  'V-Z  '>1  :S>I3MSNV 
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Commemorative  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


We've  been  busy  buying  commemoratives  again! 
We  firmly  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the  early  1892- 
1954  issues  are  incredibly  inexpensive  in  today's 
marketplace  — in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than 
they  did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we've  bepn  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhesitat¬ 
ingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if  any 
issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  histori¬ 
cal  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  well  under— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  is¬ 
sues  for  your  selection.  In  fact,  due  to  our  recent 
acquisitions,  this  is  one  of  the  largest,  finest  offerings 
we've  ever  presented! 

Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly 
brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 3,650 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
From  our  listing  you  might  think  that  Bowers  and 


Merena  Galleries  has  a  "corner"  on  all  of  the  nice 
commemoratives  on  the  market.  Well,  we  don't, 
but  wish  we  did.  However,  when  it  comes  to  qual¬ 
ity,  our  inventory  is  nicer  than  any  other  we  have 

ever  seen  (and  we  do  "get  around") . 1,275 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 829 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  ...  609 

Notable  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 2,995 

Struck  the  year  before  the  date  appearing  on  the  coin,  on 
December  14,  1899,  the  100th  anniversary  of  Washington's 
death;  Lafayette  and  Washington  pictured  on  obverse, 
Lafayette  on  horseback  on  reverse,  thus  the  first  U.S.  coin  with 
the  same  person  depicted  twice  on  the  same  coin;  first  com¬ 
memorative  silver  dollar;  first  depiction  of  a  president  on  a 
publicly  distributed  legal  tender  U.S.  coin. 

Further,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand-punched 
dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties,  a  highly  un¬ 
usual  feature  among  federal  coins  of  that  era,  all  others  of 
which  were  stereotyped  except  for  the  date  logotype  and 
mintmark  punch. 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Silver- 
gray  with  mottled  amber  toning.  Lightly  handled 
but  very  attractive  and  always  in  demand.  ..  395 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  2,750 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (P(  ( IS)  Brilliant  895 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  545 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 159 


Marvelous  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 6,350 


Remarkable  Alabama  2X2  50< 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ...  2,750 


Lovely  Alabama  2X2  Half  Gem 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  2,750 


Splendid  Alabama  2X2  Half  Dollar 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  Lus¬ 


trous  and  attractive . 1,050 

1936  Albany  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  gold  659 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  349 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 


1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning  ...  269 

Superb  Gem  1937  Antietam 

1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1 ,550 
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1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 875 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Original  light  gold 
toning . 219 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a 

touch  of  original  color . 97 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  iridescence . 97 


Superb  and  Original  1938  Arkansas  Gem 


1938  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exquisite  silver-gray 
and  amber  mottled  with  electric  magenta,  aqua¬ 
marine  and  green  at  the  extreme  periphery. 
Nicely  lustrous  and  choice  in  appearance.  Really 
a  spectacular  piece,  especially  if  you  appreciate 

aesthetically  pleasing  original  toning . 2,795 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
pleasing  original  peripheral  toning  of  amber  and 

rose . 319 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  bril¬ 
liant . 595 

1934  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  original  silver- 

gray . 199 

1934  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 525 

Pleasing  1935-S  Boone  with  Date  Added 
1935-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  nice  subdued  lustre  and  good  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Only  2,004  struck,  few  of  which  survived  in 
this  state . 1,950 


Buy  It  Today , 

Enjoy  It  Tomorrow! 

When  you  place  your  order  from 
this  Rare  Coin  Review  with  Gail  Watson 
or  Debbie  McDonald,  ask  about  our  ex¬ 
press  delivery.  In  this  way  the  coins 
you  order  today  can  be  in  your  hands 
tomorrow.  The  extra  cost  is  nominal 
and  for  larger  orders  is  free. 


1937-S  Boone.  M^64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  rose  and  gold  irides¬ 
cence  present.  Remarkably  low  mintage! . 459 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. ...  459 
1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 459 


Outstanding  Gem  1938-D  Boone  50C 


1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  light  iridescence  and  immaculate  surfaces.  A 

spectacular  specimen  of  the  issue . 2,195 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  attractive  but  subtle  original  toning  around 

the  periphery . 1,195 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 585 

We  always  try  to  keep  a  nice  selection  of  Bridgeport's  on 
hand;  its  popularity  is  perhaps  due  to  its  unusual  combination 
of  temporal  designs:  the  great  showman  who  flourished  in  the 
mid-19th  century  juxtaposed  by  a  1930's  Art  Deco  eagle. 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 585 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PGGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 679 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Nice  lustrous  original 

gray  and  gold . 229 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with 
gulu,  rose,  and  blue  toning  on  the  reverse. ...  229 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excel¬ 
lent  lustre . 229 

Distributed  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  who  also  distributed 
the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollars;  although  the  half  dollars 
pertained  to  Cleveland,  distribution  was  from  Melish's  Cin¬ 
cinnati  office  over  200  miles  away  at  the  Kentucky  border. 

1936  Columbia.  MS66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  amber  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 319 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excel¬ 
lent  lustre  for  the  grade . 225 

1892  Columbian  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned. ..  875 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Subtle  peripheral 
gold  toning  on  the  obverse  with  light  amber  and 
cobalt  on  the  reverse.  Obverse  reflective  and 
prooflike.  A  charmer . 225 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 79 

1893  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mottled 

iridescent  shades  blue,  rose,  and  olive,  likely  from 
long-term  storage  in  the  original  leather  pouches 
in  which  these  coins  were  sold.  Original  and  stun¬ 
ning  with  excellent  lustre . 1,050 


1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 609 

1935  Connecticut  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  light  original 

color.  A  beautiful  specimen . 609 

1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  hint  of  peripheral  amber  and  gold  toning. 
A  premium  example . 695 

1936  Delaware  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  fully 

lustrous.  Choice  for  the  grade . 395 

1936  Delaware  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58  (NGC) . 195 

Impressive  and  Choice  1936  Elgin  50<t 
1936  Elgin  MS-67  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,475 

Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary  that  had  already 
taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of  this  issue  went 
toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to  this  day  has  not 
been  erected. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 515 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  original  coin 

with  a  hint  of  gold  on  the  rims . 295 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  full  unbroken 

lustre . 295 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  beau¬ 
tiful  original  lustre . 695 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  origi¬ 
nal . 425 

Select  Gem  1922  Grant  50<t 
1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  half  dollar  of 
remarkable  quality  for  this  early  commemorative 

issue . 1,950 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 325 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 
subtle  iridescence . 175 


Jeremy  Wiggin 

Jeremy  works  in  our  Publications 
Department;  his  primary  responsi¬ 
bilities  include  shipping  and  receiv¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  preparing  coins  to  be 
taken  to  our  various  auction  loca¬ 
tions. 
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Choice  1922  Grant  50C  With  Star 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Among  early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is 
the  great  classic  (although  much  about  it  has 
been  forgotten  today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high 
grade . 2,595 

The  With  Star  variety  was  apparently  coined  in  error,  for 
the  Commission  had  not  ordered  them;  the  star  ha  d  no  histori¬ 
cal  or  other  meaning  except  to  create  a  different  variety.  In 
Mint  State  this  is  the  rarest  commemorative  half  dollar  today. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,175 


Exquisite  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Gem 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  mottled  vio¬ 
let  and  spring  green.  Very  attractive  and  most 
likely  from  the  Bank  of  Hawaii  hoard.  This  could 
be  a  spectacular  centerpiece  in  a  gem  set. ..  5,850 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 1,295 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces.  1,150 

Gem  1935  Hudson  Half  Dollar 
1935  Hudson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint 

of  original  toning.  Choice! . 1,499 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  subtle 
champagne  iridescence  and  outstanding  lustre  for 
the  grade . 825 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

original,  and  full  of  lustre . 569 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  remarkably 
lustrous  with  just  a  touch  of  original  color  at  the 
top  of  the  reverse . :. . 129 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  pewter-gray 

Harvest  Time? 

You  have  been  collecting  for  many 
years,  possibly  for  many  decades.  Then 
comes  the  time  to  sell.  When  it  is  "har¬ 
vest  time"  for  you,  think  of  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Telephone  John  Pack,  auction 
director,  and  he  will  do  the  rest!  Call 
our  toll-free  number:  (800)  458-4646.  In 
New  Hampshire  call  569-5095. 


with  full  unbroken  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
Comes  with  original  wooden  box  of  issue,  a  fas¬ 
cinating  association  piece  and  the  beginning  of  an 

excellent  educational  exhibit . 695 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  ton¬ 
ing . 499 

1918  Lincoin-lllinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

fully  original  lustre . 499 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  origi¬ 
nal . 439 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

gold  at  the  periphery . 79 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
surfaces  with  subtle  original  color  on  the  periph¬ 
ery . 79 


Impressive  1936  Lynchburg  50<t 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  lustre  and  immaculate  surfaces.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  issue  that  would  be 


never  require  upgrading . 1,575 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at  face  value  to  pro¬ 
mote  Maine;  one  of  two  commemoratives  connected  with  this 
state  (1936  York  County  is  the  other).  It  is  not  known  who 
designed  thiscoin,  although  Anthony  de  Francisci  prepared  the 
models  from  the  design. 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1920  Maine.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1920  Maine.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gray 
iridescence.  Excellent  unbroken  lustre  and  superb 

eye  appeal . 1,050 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

Gem  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 


1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wow!  A  gor¬ 
geous  beauty.  From  Brink's  security  chest.  6,750 


Gem  1921  Missouri 
Lovely  Toning 


1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning  encircled  with  deep  orange  at  the  rims 
with  a  hint  of  blue . 6,750 


Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty 
Really  a  nice  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  difficult 
to  choice . 2,950 

Superb  Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty' 
devices  and  full  original  lustre,  in  fact,  this  is  the 
nicest  and  most  immaculate  Monroe  we  can  recall 
seeing!  Light  amber  toning  complements  its  bril¬ 
liant  fields.  We  don't  usually  charge  different 
prices  for  coins  in  the  same  condition,  but  this 
specimen  is  truly  a  premium  example  within  its 
grade  level.  Worthy  of  inclusion  in  the  finest  cabi¬ 
net  of  commemorative  halves . 3,950 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

This  may  be  the  ugliest  of  the  early  commemorative 
designs  —  but  is  necessary  to  have  as  a  foil  or  contrast  to  other 
designs  which  by  definition  are  nicer. 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  995 

In  1905-6  George  M.  Cohan's  hit  song,  Forty-Five  Minutes 
from  Broadway,  made  fun  of  this  town,  much  to  the  displeasure 
of  those  who  lived  there.  Today,  New  Rochelle  appreciates  the 
distinction,  and  there  is  a  sign  to  this  effect  on  the  platform  of 
the  commuter  rail  station. 

1936  Norfolk  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

The  issuers  made  much  of  the  fact  that  the  British  crown 
was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this  coin  was  dated 
1936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized  by  Congress 
until  1937;  thiscoin  bears  five  dates  as  part  of  the  design,  none 
of  which  is  the  date  of  mintage. 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Bright,  lustrous.  595 
1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 595 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 479 

1925  Norse-American  Medal.  Thick.  MS-65  (PCGS) 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  While  not  properly  a  coin, 
this  medal  was  struck  at  U.S.  Mint  after  Congres¬ 
sional  authorization  for  an  issue  in  silver  and 
gold.  James  Earle  Fraser,  half  of  the  greatest  en¬ 
graving  couple  in  history  and  author  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  obverse  and  reverse,  designed  the 
medal  and  accomplished  the  dies.  Many  com¬ 
memorative  collectors  include  these'  medals  in 
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their  sets.  Very  interesting  and  tough  to  locate  this 

nice . 445 

1925  Norse-American  medal.  I  hick.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Pewter-gray  with  amber  iridescence . 239 

1925  Norse-American  medal.  Thick.  MS-63  (ANACS). 

Just  a  touch  of  peripheral  toning . 189 

1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 545 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

Exceptional  1928  Oregon  Half  Dollar 

1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,275 

1928  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 379 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iridescent 

surfaces . 729 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned. ..  649 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 199 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1939  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lovely 

gold  highlights  at  the  peripheries  which  gives  the 
reverse  sunset  an  appearance  of  Technicolor® 
realism.  No  impairments  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
This  is  an  impressive  specimen  from  the  last  year 
of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  popular  com- 
memoratives . 950 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous. .  549 

Superb  Gem  1939-D  Oregon  Half  Dollar 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Incredibly 

low  mintage! . 1,695 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Dusky  silver-gray 
mottled  with  original  gold  in  a  most  appealing 
way . 695 

Appealing  1939-S  Oregon  Half  Dollar 
1939-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  champagne 
surfaces  with  multicolored  original  toning  at  the 
extreme  peripheries.  Full  of  eye  appeal  and  lovely 


cartwheel . 1,695 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

Low  mintage  alert!  (Look  it  up) 


Superb  Gem  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

beautiful.  One  of  the  nicest  we've  ever  seen!  4,350 


Call  Toll  Free:  800-222-5993 


Lustrous  and  Original  Pan-Pac  50C  Gem 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
tinges  of  original  light  gold.  A  very  attractive 
specimen,  which  incidentally  has  a  repunched 
mintmark  far  north  (Breen-7432).  Difficult  to  find 

so  choice . 3,150 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
classic . 1,425 

Originally,  it  was  hoped  to  bring  a  steam-powered  coin¬ 
ing  press  to  the  Exposition  grounds  to  strike  commemorative 
halves  on  the  spot,  but  this  proved  unfeasible. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  amber  toning . 1,425 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 715 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Soft  mottled 

tones  of  orange  and  silver-blue . 429 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-58.  Lovely  silver-gray. 
Very  pleasing  and  original . 375 

Superb  Gem  1920  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  rose  surfaces. .  1,695 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  subtle  original  color . 745 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  .  265 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  violet . 219 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nice  original 

silver-gray . 219 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

The  bizarre  looking  collar  Ralegh  (as  he  himself  most 
frequently  spelled  his  name)  sports  on  this  commemorative  is 
called  a  ruff,  a  word  whose  etymology  is  thought  to  descend 
from  the  word  ruffle.  They  were  principally  sewn  of  lace  or 
muslin  and  worn  heavily  starched  throughout  the  16th  and 
17th  centuries.  William  the  Silent  also  wears  one  on  the  1924 


Huguenot-Walloon  half  dollar. 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. ...  209 

1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1935-SSan  Diego.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  choice 

with  satiny  lustre . 189 

1935-SSan  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 115 

1935- SSan  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 595 


1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 


Superb  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 


surfaces . 2,975 

Superb  Gem  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,625 

Beautiful  1935  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 1,625 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  1,275 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  original  ton¬ 
ing  and  superb  lustre . 1,275 

The  Spanish  Trail  half  dollar  features  one  of  the  most 
simple  and  poignant  designs  in  the  commemorative  series, 
designed  by  L.W.  Hoffecker,  who  went  on  to  become  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 .  850 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
just  a  touch  of  light  reverse  toning,  typical  for  this 

issue  released  on  cardboard  backing  flats . 225 

1934  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  slate-gray 
with  extraordinary  multicolored  original  color  at 
the  periphery.  Beautifully  toned  to  a  very  pleas¬ 


ing  effect . 175 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  blush  of 
toning . 115 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silvery-gray 

with  mottled  amber  and  coffee-colored  toning 
dominating  on  the  well  struck  reverse . 175 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 345 


What's  with  the  sillv  low  prices  on  such  coins  as  this?  If 
they  were  part  of  the  modern  Mint  series,  a  coin  of  which  only 
a  few  thousand  were  made  would  sell  for  thousands  of  dollars 
Quick!  Buy  some  classic  old  commemoratives  while  the  mar¬ 
ket  isn't  looking! 

Lovely  1925  Vancouver  50  * 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .1,495 

Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  the  S  mintmark  was 
omitted  in  error;  the  celebration  was  a  local  event,  did  not  attract 
nationwide  attention,  and  relatively  few  coins  were  sold 
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1^4(i-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 


liant . 45 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 795 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 485 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 99 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  deep  lavender 

obverse  with  a  brilliant  reverse.  Very  attractive 
and  unusual . 45 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1951- D  Washington-Carver.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 

gold  toning . 65 

1952  Washington-Carver.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  superb 

lustre . 259 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 . 169 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning  at  the  rims . 189 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

The  popularity  of  commemorative  gold  issues 
from  the  classic  era  — 1903  to  1926  — is  growing 
steadily  after  having  been  in  the  "numismatic  dol¬ 
drums"  for  several  years.  This  exciting  series  consists 
of  just  13  different  date  and  type  combinations,  some 
of  them  highly  affordable,  and  some  of  extreme  rar¬ 
ity.  There  is  no  better  time  than  the  present  to  begin, 
or  add  to,  a  collection  of  these  popular  issues. 


Superb  Gem  1922  Gold  Dollar 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . .*. . 4,350 

Charming  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  Plain.  MS-65.  (PCGS).  Very 
nice  original  lustre.  Only  5,000  struck . 3,750 

Choice  Grant  With  Star  Gold  Dollar 
1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Rich  yellow  gold  and  choice  for  the  grade.  2,975 


1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-60  (NGC) 
Brilliant . 755 

Splendid  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollar 


1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  and  semi-prooflike  with  rich  yellow- 
gold  surfaces.  Choice  eye  appeal . 2,695 

For  those  interested  in  the  journey  of  Lewis  and  Clark  (the 
first  great  American  road  trip  in  a  tradition  that  includes  de 
Toqueville,  Kerouac  and  Kuralt),  we  must  recommend  Un¬ 
daunted  Courage  by  Stephen  Ambrose,  who  was  instrumental 
in  the  formation  of  the  recent  D-Day  Museum  in  New  Orleans. 
His  readable  narrative  of  the  epic  voyage  includes  such  tidbits 
as  Lewis's  favorite  meal  on  the  road:  dog  meat. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  por¬ 
trait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  choice  for 


the  grade.  A  very  attractive  example . 1,395 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  por¬ 
trait.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 395 


Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Choice  and  fully  lustrous . 2,995 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 575 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 425 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Brilliant . 359 

Memorable  1915-S  $2.50 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 7,250 

Lovely  Gem  Pan-Pac  Quarter  Eagle 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS) 
Lustrous  and  original . 5,950 


Attractive  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  Bril 
liant.  A  beautiful  and  rare  issue . 2,895 

The  obverse  depicts  a  hippocampus,  while  the  reverse  is 
loosely  adapted  from  a  motif  created  by  George  T  Morgan 
and  first  employed  on  pattern  half  dollars  of  1877  (and  the 
1879  Schoolgirl  dollar) 


1926  Sesquicentennial  Quarter  Eagle 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  Very  few  gem  MS-65  coins  exist.  Distri¬ 
bution  of  grades  seems  to  be  logarithmic. ..  3,795 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 895 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (PCX  IS). 

Brilliant . 539 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 365 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-61  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 329 

Classic  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  Round  $50 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Round.  AU-58  (PCGS) 
Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this  rarity.  26,500 

Writing  in  Numismatic  Art  in  America  1971,  art  historian 
Cornelius  Vermeule  commented  on  the  design 

"Robert  Aitken  tried  to  create  modem,  pseudo- Athenian 
coins,  in  an  idiom  of  archaeological  classicism  popular  among 
manv  American  sculptors  trained  partly  at  the  American 
Academy  in  Rome  before  and  after  the  First  World  War  His 
ideas  were  laudable.  There  were  a  minimum  of  inscriptions, 
classic  Greco-Egyptian  profile  of  Athena  in  full  panoply,  the 
date  in  Roman  numerals,  and  a  naturalistic  owl  in  a  mass  of 
western  pine  cones.  Dolphins  fill  the  comers  ol  the  octagonal 
"In  an  overall  view  ,  the  arresting  feature  ot  the  pant  gold 
coins  was  their  archaistic  treatment  of  details  and  relief 
Athena's  crest,  wreath,  curls,  and  aegis  imitate  the  work  of  an 
ancient  bronze.  The  bead  and  reel  between  the  outside  nms 
comes  from  Greek  architecture,  and  a  form  of  the  lettering 
around  the  rim  recalls  Roman  sestertii  of  the  Empire  or  papal 
medallions  of  theCinquecento  These  coins  were  a  tour  de  force 
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dated  to  be  sure,  but  unusual  enough  in  all  respects  to  be 
worthy  of  w  hat  American  numismatic  art  could  achieve  when 
creativ  itv  and  Mint  technique  worked  in  unison.'' 

The  Story  of  the  $50  Coins 

Although  the  idea  of  having  the  $50  pieces  coined  at  a  site 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition 
had  been  considered,  this  did  not  come  to  pass.  On  June  15, 
1915,  the  first  octagonal  $50  pieces  wrere  struck  in  a  special 
ceremony  held  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  the  venerable 
structure  for  which  the  cornerstone  had  been  laid  in  1870  and 
which  was  the  only  building  in  its  area  to  survive  the  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire  in  April  1906.  Utilized  was  a  large  medal  press 
that  had  been  shipped  for  this  purpose  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint. 

An  account  was  kept  of  the  first  several  dozen  pieces 
produced.  T.W.H.  Shanahan,  superintendent  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  struck  the  first  $50  coin,  which  was  later  put  into  a 
complete  set  of  Panama-Pacific  coins  given  to  Charles  C. 
Moore,  president  of  the  Exposition.  Various  officials  and 
guests  produced  the  first  29  pieces  with  the  remainder  of  the 
first  100  being  made  bv  Mint  employees. 

1,509  octagonal  $50  pieces  and  1,510  round  versions  were 
subsequently  minted.  Sales  were  not  up  to  expectations,  and 
after  November  1916  a  quantity  amounting  to  855  octagonal 
pieces  went  to  the  melting  pot,  leaving  a  net  issuance  of  645 
pieces.  Additionally,  1,015  examples  of  the  round  $50  were 
reduced  to  bullion,  leaving  a  net  issuance  of  just  483  pieces,  a 
number  which  was  to  remain  the  lowest  distribution  quantity 
figure  for  any  United  States  commemorative  coin. 

Getting  Ready  to  Ship  the  Coins 

On  June  28, 1915,  numismatist  and  concessionaire  Farran 
Zerbe  sent  out  the  following  notice  to  those  who  had  ordered 
coins:  "On  account  of  the  breaking  of  the  dies  for  the  round  $50 
piece  and  the  closing  of  the  Mint  for  end  of  fiscal  year  settle¬ 
ment,  delivery  of  complete  sets  of  commemorative  coins  and 
quantity  lots  of  gold  dollars  will  be  delayed  until  about  July  15. 
We  can  make  immediate  delivery  of  silver  $.50,  gold  $2.50,  and 
gold  $50  octagonal.  We  regret  the  delay  in  filling  your  order, 
but  the  fault  has  not  been  ours,  as  nothing  has  been  left  undone 
by  the  Exposition  to  facilitate  production.  Y our  order  is  appre¬ 
ciated  and  we  assure  you  it  will  go  forward  from  our  first 
supplies." 

The  same  announcement  noted  that  "it  is  being  arranged 
to  deliver  complete  sets  of  these  coins  in  form  for  preservation 
and  public  display  — a  single  set  showing  one  side,  and  a 
double  set  showing  both  obverse  and  reverse— with  printed 
description  of  the  artists'  interpretation  of  the  designs,  all 
arranged  in  a  velvet-covered  tray  and  mounted  under  glass  in 
a  hammered  metal  frame...." 

A  Letter  to  Banks 

On  August  16, 1915,  Farran  Zerbe  sent  out  a  draft  for  a 
suggested  form  letter  or  advertisement  to  be  reproduced  and 
used  by  financial  institutions  in  connection  with  Panama- 
Pacific  coins.  Banks  were  encouraged  to  order  same  for  local 
display.  The  letter  stated  the  following: 

"  In  the  series  of  commemorative  coins  authorized  by  Act 
of  Congress  for  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition, 
there  is  seen  for  the  first  time  a  $50  gold  piece  authorized  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  The  issue  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  is  limited  to  not  over  3,000  pieces,  and  it  is  provided  that 
one-half  the  issue  shall  be  octagonal  in  shape.  These  are  the 
first  octagonal  coins  to  be  produced  by  our  government. 

"The  coining  of  the  first  $50  gold  piece  was  an  event  of 
considerable  celebration  and  local  interest  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  Representatives  of  the  government,  state,  city,  and 
Exposition,  together  with  notable  representatives  of  foreign 
governments,  were  present  at  the  coining.  In  addition  to  the 
two  shapes  of  the  $50  gold  pieces,  there  are  included  in  this 
series  one  half  dollar  in  silver  and  one  dollar  in  gold  and  two- 
and-one-half  dollars  in  gold.  On  the  gold  dollars  appears  an 
artist's  ideal  of  Labor,  this  being  the  first  time  the  sons  of  toil 
had  been  honored  on  the  coinage  of  any  nation.  A  complete  set 
of  these  coins  is  now  on  public  exhibition  at  the  banking  rooms 

of - [space  to  be  filled  in  by  the  local  bank],  Allareinvited 

to  see  this  set  of  interesting  coins.  .." 


This  commentary  concerning  "the  first  time"  was  not 
quite  true,  for  in  the  early  1850s  the  United  States  Assay  Office 
of  Gold,  under  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department,  had  issued 
thousands  of  octagonal  $50  coins. 

Sales  Efforts  and  Results 

The  octagonal  $50  pieces  were  more  popular  than  the 
round  ones  at  the  Exposition.  More  of  these  were  sold  singly 
and  in  boxed  sets  (containing  the  three  lower  denominations 
and  the  buyer's  choice  of  one  $50  variety),  as  it  seemed  to  the 
typical  buyer  that  the  eight-sided  coin  was  more  distinctive  in 
shape  and  a  better  reminder  of  the  Gold  Rush  days  than  a 
round  piece. 

The  reception  by  numismatists  of  the  Panama-Pacific 
coins  was  uniformly  favorable,  and  undoubtedly  at  least  100 
or  so  five-piece  sets  were  distributed  in  such  channels,  but 
most  of  the  approximately  300  sets  eventually  sold  seem  to 
have  gone  to  wealthy  citizens  in  the  San  Francisco  area, 
convention  officials,  bankers  (particularly  true  of  the  framed 
sets  sold  later),  and  members  of  the  general  public.  Farran 
Zerbe  kept  the  Coin  and  Medal  Department  open  through  at 
least  November  1916,  at  which  time  he  tallied  sales,  deter¬ 
mined  how  many  coins  of  various  denominations  he  should 
retain  for  later  wholesaling  as  well  as  his  own  retail  trade,  and 
returned  the  balance  to  the  Treasury  to  be  converted  to  bul¬ 
lion. 

In  later  years  the  Panama-Pacific  coins  maintained  their 
value,  and  soon  thereafter  began  to  increase  in  price.  The  $50 
pieces  in  particular  were  highly  desired,  and  within  five  years 
after  the  termination  of  original  sales,  a  set  containing  all  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  coins,  originally  sold  at  $200,  was  valued  in 
the  $300  to  $400  range. 

With  the  coming  of  age  of  the  coin  hobby  in  the  1930s,  the 
Panama-Pacific  coins  became  highly  treasured.  Today,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  new  millennium,  such  pieces  are  rarer  and 
more  desired  than  ever! 


1915-S  Octagonal  $50 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Octagonal.  MS-61 

(NGC).  Brilliant .  27,500 

Rare  1915-S  Octagonal  $50 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Octagonal.  MS-61  (PCGS). 


Brilliant.  A  fitting  conclusion  to  our  absolutely  daz¬ 
zling  offering  of  commemoratives! .  27,500 

Commemorative  Memorabilia 

1952  Carver  Washington  Mint  Bag . 595 

Collection  of  Memorabilia  of  sculptor  Elizabeth 
Jones.  Collection  of  Ms.  Elizabeth  Jones,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Reagan  in  1981  as  the  11th 
Chief  Sculptor  and  Engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  Ms.  Jones  was  also  the  first  woman  to  have 
been  appointed  to  this  position.  Her  artistic  abil¬ 
ity  has  been  equaled  by  few  others  in  America.  At 
one  time  Coin  World  called  her  a  modern-day 
equivalent  of  the  legendary  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens.  1.  REAGAN,  RON  ALD.  Four  Signed 
Photos,  color,  8  x  10"  and  10  X  8",  Washington, 
November  9,  1981,  April  30,  1982,  February  2, 
1983  and  December  22,  1988.  Each  photograph 
features  President  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor 
Jones.  The  photos  were  all  taken  at  The  White 
House,  during  Ms.  Jones'  term.  Signed  by  Ronald 
Reagan.  Official  White  House  photographs,  a. 
Elizabeth  Jones  shaking  hands  with  President 
Reagan  at  White  House  reception,  November  9, 
1981.  b.  President  Reagan,  Donna  Pope  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones  in  Oval  Office,  April  30, 1982.  c.  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan,  Treasurer  Donald  Regan,  Donna 
Pope  and  Elizabeth  Jones  in  Oval  Office,  February 
3, 1983.  d.  President  Reagan  shaking  hands  with 
Elizabeth  Jones  in  the  Oval  Office,  December  22, 
1988.  Style  of  signatures  varies  over  the  years.  2. 
Five  First  Strike  Press  Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three 
Statue  of  Liberty  First  Strike  Kits,  $5  gold  piece, 
October  18,  1985:  including  the  signatures  of 
James  Baker  III,  Hawley  Oakes,  Katherine  D. 
Ortega  and  others,  on  one  of  the  programs:  deco¬ 
rative  invitation.  October  19,  1986,  U.  S.  Assay 
Office,  San  Francisco,  CA  for  the  First  Strike  cer¬ 
emony  for  the  U.  S.  silver  bullion  coin.  b.  Press  Kit 
for  the  First  Strike  Gold  American  eagle  gold  bul¬ 
lion  coin,  September  8, 1986,  included:  Elizabeth 
lones  Ceremony  name  tag  ribbon,  c.  Press  Kit  for 
the  First  Strike  of  the  1988  U.  S.  Olympic  Gold 

Coin.  A  most  interesting  and  informative  collec¬ 
tion.  Very  Fine  condition . 1,495 

Hoffecker's  Personal  Medal 

Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939  /  L.W. 
HOFFECKER/1941.  These  medals,  produced  in 
"coin  gold"  (.900  fine)  were  produced  to  mark  the 
presidency  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion.  Hoffecker,  who  served  the  term  from  1939  to 
1941,  was  earlier  a  major  promoter  and  distribu¬ 
tor  of  various  commemorative  coinage  issues, 
notably  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  1936  Elgin  is¬ 
sues.  Unique,  of  course  — with  Hoffecker  inscrip¬ 
tion.  A  centerpiece  for  any  commemorative 
exhibit  showcasing  "stories." . 1,500 

World's  Columbian  Exposition  silver-plated  serving 
tray.  This  small  tray  measuring  7X8  inches,  has 
an  engraving  of  the  women's  building  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  engraving,  presumably  ot  Queen  Isabella. 
149 
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Jk  by  David  Fiero 

Tons  of "  Picayunes" 

Does  Anyone  Out  There  Remember  Half  Bits? 


The  Silver  "Medio"  in  America 

The  recent  "challenge"  to  collectors  in 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  concerning  the  Span¬ 
ish  American  "medio"  or  half-real  coins 
once  plentiful  in  America,  but  now  mostly 
forgotten,  will  hopefully  bring  multiple  af¬ 
firmative  responses. 

This  "6-1/4  cent  piece,"  as  your  article 
clearly  shows,  played  a  key  role  in  circula¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States  until  after  such 
foreign  coins  were  demonetized  in  1857. 
Born  in  an  age  which  was  rightly  suspi¬ 
cious  of  non-precious  metal  coinage  — a 
tendency  you  note  was  the 
case  west  of  New  England  in 
the  United  States  as  well  —  the 
half  bit  proved  invaluable  in 
making  change  or  small  pur¬ 
chases  throughout  the  New 
World  for  well  over  three  cen¬ 
turies. 

The  half  real,  "medio"  or 
1/16  fractional  of  the  Spanish  "piece  of 
eight"  first  appeared,  together  with  the  sil¬ 
ver  real,  during  the  reign  of  "Peter  the 
Cruel,"  the  Spanish  King  of  Castile,  some¬ 
time  after  1350.  But,  it  never  saw  wide¬ 
spread  use  until  monetary  reforms  were 
carried  out  by  the  first  rulers  of  a  united 
Spain,  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  in  1497.  Ar¬ 
chaeological  digs  on  the  island  of 
"Hispanola"  —  the  present  day  Dominican 
Republic  — show  that  it  accompanied 
Christopher  Colum¬ 
bus  on  his  later  voy¬ 
ages  of  discovery  to 
the  Americas.  These 
early  examples,  of 
about  the  size  of  early 
American  bust  dimes, 
would  shrink  only 
gradually  during  the 
course  of  the  centu¬ 
ries,  always  remaining  somewhat  larger 
than  a  half  dime. 


In  the  U.S.,  this  coin  represents  a  rare 
case  of  two  seemingly  incongruent  mon¬ 
etary  systems  coexisting  side 
by  side  for  several  genera¬ 
tions:  the  Spanish  system  of 
reals/ bits  on  a  base  of  eight 
to  the  peso,  and  our  own 
decimal  system  of  10  dimes 
to  the  dollar.  This  situation  could  only  per¬ 
sist  for  so  long  in  the  American  economy 
because  the  (usually  Mexican)  "peso"  had, 
from  the  earliest  days  of  the  Republic,  set 
the  standard  which  our  own  silver  dollar 
tried  — with  questionable  suc¬ 
cess— to  emulate  throughout 
much  of  the  19th  century.  While 
reconciling  the  two  standards 
hardly  proved  "round"  in  terms 
of  easy  convertibility,  both  were 
ultimately  "sound"  in  terms  of 
their  constant  intrinsic  value. 

Collecting  Medios 

One  can  collect  medios,  or  half  bits, 
from  throughout  the  Spanish-speaking 
world,  as  some  18  New  World 
and  20  Spanish  peninsular 
mints  churned  out  untold  mil¬ 
lions  of  pieces,  with  several 
thousand  different  date/  mint- 
mark/assayer  combinations 
emitted  under  some  40  Span¬ 
ish  monarchs.  The  last  Span¬ 
ish  king  to  rule  over  (and  ultimately  lose) 
his  Latin  American  colonies, 
Ferdinand  VII,  reigned  for 
only  25  years  (1808-1833),  and 
yet  there  are  nearly  150  differ¬ 
ent  half  bits  bearing  his  name. 
These  figures  do  not  even  in¬ 
clude  the  hundreds  of  coins 
produced  in  Mexico,  Central, 
and  South  America  after  inde¬ 
pendence  from  Spain  was 
gained  in  1821;  most  of  these  would  have 
circulated  in  the  fledgling  U.S.  as  well. 


Compared  to  their  larger  cousins,  espe¬ 
cially  the  two  and  eight  "bits"  of  quarter 
and  silver  dollar  size,  half  bits 
of  nearly  any  given  date  and 
mint  are  hardly  common  to¬ 
day  in  an  "absolute"  sense, 
as  they  wore  out  more 
quickly.  Due  in  part  to  the 
universal  distrust  of  copper  coinage  in  the 
Spanish-speaking  world,  virtually  every 
transaction  required  them;  they  were  also 
the  workhorse  denomination  of  the 
masses,  who  rarely  saw  a  silver  peso, 
much  less  a  gold  "doubloon."  But  they  can 
hardly  be  considered  expensive;  to  gain  a 
quick  impression  of  just  what  they  are,  we 
need  look  no  further  than  dealers'  foreign 
"junk  silver  boxes,"  which  are  replete  with 
worn  or  holed  specimens.  Even  these  are 
quickly  identifiable  by  monarch  and  mint, 
as  each  had  its  own  style  or  "fabric," 
hardly  surprising  considering  the  primi¬ 
tive  technology  in  use,  the  geographical 
"spread"  of  up  to  thousands  of  miles  be¬ 
tween  mints,  and  the  illiterate  state  of  most 

mint  employees. 
Thus,  die  varieties  — 
which  for  the  most 
part  have  never 
been  studied  — vary 
in  a  manner  akin  to 
that  found  among 

early  U.S.  large  cents. 

As  the  "peso"  or  "real"  system  of  Span- 
ish-American  silver  formed  a  world  trade 
currency  from  the  16th  through  the  19th 
centuries,  half  bits  have  been  found  every¬ 
where  international  commerce  flourished. 
One  rarely  sees  the  "same"  coin  twice;  a 
collector  could  pursue  them  for  the  rest  of 
his  life  and  hardly  run  out  of  spaces  to  fill, 
(if  an  album  big  enough  to  hold  even'  ma¬ 
jor  variety  existed). 

In  so  doing,  an  observant  numismatist 
would  almost  certainly  make  numerous  dis 


Half  bit  (Spain )  N.D 
(Ca  .  1350).  First  half 
real:" Pedro  the  Cruel." 
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Spain  half  bit  (c.  1500)  Seville 
Mint  -Accompanied  Columbus 
on  later  voyages. 


Mexico  half  bit  1825  "Liberty  Cap. 
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coveries,  while  rarely  spending  much 
money  per  coin.  Even  mv  choicest  piece,  a 
beautifully  toned  gem  Uncirculated  portrait 
piece  of  Phillip  111,  dated  1613  and  struck  at 
the  Barcelona  mint,  cost  under  $100  in  a  ma¬ 
jor  Spanish  auction.  And  Mexican  pieces 
from  the  1800s,  often  found  by  metal  detec¬ 
tors  or  during  construction  work  on,  or 
rather  under,  United  States  soil,  can  be  had 


Mexico  (N.  D.),  (1536-1572)  half  bit, 

Charles  V.  first  coins  of  the  new  world. 

for  much  less  even  in  choice  condition,  de¬ 
spite  the  scarcity  of  all  but  a  handful  of  indi¬ 
vidual  dates.  These  bear  the  bust  of  the  rul¬ 
ing  Spanish  monarch  during  the  first  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the  famil¬ 
iar  "  Liberty  Cap"  design  thereafter. 

The  latter  design  was  so  ubiquitous  that 
it  was  imitated  on  an  early  United  States 
pattern  gold  dollar  of  1836,  as  well  as  the  oc¬ 
casional  Hard  Times  token,  both  of  which 
have  — if  memory  serves  me  well  — ap¬ 
peared  illustrated  on  the  pages  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review.  It  continues  to  be  seen  to  this 
very  day,  on  the  tokens  being  emitted  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  in  honor 
of  the  mint's  first  steam  presses.  As  far  as 
knowing  which  coins  may  have  circulated  in 
the  territory  which  was,  or  would  become 
the  U.S.,  the  truth  is  that  nearly  all  of  them 
could  have;  archaeological  finds  indicate 
that  perhaps  all  of  them  did,  at  least  those 
struck  after  the  lifetime  of  Christopher  Co¬ 
lumbus.  It  is  true  that  the  earlier  coins  pre¬ 
date  English  settlement  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard.  However,  early  half  bits  have 
been  uncovered  in  excavations  from  Texas 
to  New  Orleans  to  Florida,  and  even  older 
specimens  are  still  encountered  throughout 
the  Caribbean,  especially  the  area  of  "hurri¬ 
cane  alley"  from  the  Florida  Keys  to  Puerto 
Rico. 

Don  Quixote 

Why  do  I  collect  half  bits?  Unlike  most 

J 

series  from  any  nation,  1  am  unlikely  to  ever 
run  out  of  coins  to  collect;  there  are  few 
"stoppers"  except  for  time  itself!  Ubiqui¬ 
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tous,  inexpensive,  and  endlessly  varied, 
they  circulated  over  an  area  much  larger 
than  the  ancient  Roman  Empire  and  the 
United  States  combined  — and  also  within 
these  two  very  regions  — as  well  as  from 
Cape  Horn  to  Acapulco  and  on  to  Manila 
and  China.  Moreover,  they  played  a  major 
role  in  my  recently  completed  doctoral  dis¬ 
sertation  on  the  coins  and  monetary  trans¬ 
actions  which  occur  in  the  Western  World's 
first  "modern  novel,"  Don  Quixote.  This 
work  appeared  in  1605  and  is  highly  accu¬ 
rate  in  the  economic  picture  it  paints  of  late 
Renaissance  Europe  and  the  New  World. 

It  seems  that  the  "Man  of  La  Mancha" 
refused  to  comply  with  the  strictures  of  the 
cash  economy,  which  had  only  recently  re¬ 
placed  the  feudal  notion  of  mutual  loyalty 
between  vassal  and  liege  lord.  With  his  me¬ 
dieval  mind-set,  Don  Quixote  considered 
money  to  be  tainted;  it  was  simply  far  too 
real  (pun  intended)  to  suit  the  imagination 
of  a  knight-errant  wishing  to  recreate  a 
long-lost  world  of  nobility,  as  a  misplaced 
"Sir  Lancelot"  wandering  aimlessly  in 
search  of  lord  and  lady  through  his  parched 
Castilian  "Camelot." 


jeton  ("counting  token")  celebrating  the  defeat 
of  the  Spanish  Armada  in  1588.  Features  a 
shipwreck  and  giving  thanks  (Holland). 

He  was  therefore  forced  to  hire  a 
squire,  Sancho  Panza,  as  bearer  of  the 
knight's  treasury,  to  carry  the  "money  and 
fresh  shirts"  no  giant-killer  would  deign 
to  bother  with.  Among  his  myriad  mis¬ 
haps  while  tilting  at  windmills,  Don 
Quixote  would  indeed  "lose  his  shirt."  In 
the  final  chapters,  Sancho  demands  for  his 
services  the  then  quite  princely  sum  of 
825  "reals"  —  over  a  hundred  dollars  reck¬ 
oned  in  "pieces  of  eight" —  which,  in  his 
simplicity,  he  can  count  only  as  800  x  2,  20 
x  2,  and  5x2  "half  bits."  This  peasant 
turned  human  abacus  had  never  handled 
coins  of  a  larger  denomination. 


by  David  Fiero 

My  personal  favorite  among  half  bits  is 
the  earliest  known  dated  piece,  that  of  1588 
minted  in  Seville.  The  author  of  Don 
Quixote,  Miguel  de  Cervantes,  had  spent  the 
preceding  eight  years  in  Andalusia  as  a  tax 
collector  drumming  up  revenues  to  finance 
King  Phillip  IPs  "Invincible"  Spanish  Ar¬ 
mada,  a  Quixotic  enterprise  if  ever  there 


Spain:  Half  bit,  1588  Phillip  II 
Seville  Mint,  Year  of  Spanish  Armada. 


was  one.  Sallying  forth  against  Elizabethan 
England  in  that  year,  the  Armada's  demise 
led  directly  to  the  rise  of  Britain  as  a  naval 
power,  counting  among  its  heroes  such  free¬ 
booters  against  the  silver  laden  galleons  of 
the  Spanish  Main  as  Sir  Francis  Drake  and 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Their  success,  in  turn, 
led  directly  to  the  colonization  of  Virginia, 
named  after  the  "Virgin  Queen"  Elizabeth  I. 
That  this  enterprise  was  itself  fraught  with 
perils  — later  to  be  documented  on  a  U.S. 
coin!  —  is  shown  by  the  disappearance  of  the 
Roanoke  colony.  To  translate  a  Latin  phrase 
popular  in  that  baroque  age:  "thus  does  all 
earthly  glory  perish." 

History  and  Romance 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the 
tempest  which  sent  the  bulk  of  the  "Invin¬ 
cible  Armada"  to  a  watery  grave,  a  certain 
Spanish  sailor,  one  "Senor  Fierro"  (my  own 
ancestor),  was  shipwrecked  off  the  coast  of 
Ireland.  He  managed  to  swim  to  safety,  and 
a  new  homeland,  on  to  the  only  shores 
where  the  now  helpless  Spanish  invaders 
would  escape  being  slaughtered  by  the  furi¬ 
ous  British  populace.  Centuries  later,  along 
with  millions  of  Irish  driven  by  the  potato 
famine  of  the  early  19th  century,  his  descen¬ 
dants  would  embark  in  an  armada  of  their 
own,  this  time  with  a  happier  result,  to 
settle  in  the  United  States.  As  "picayune"  as 
it  may  be,  when  I  handle  my  half  bit  of  1588, 
pondering  all  the  places  it  might  have  been,  1 
cannot  help  but  reflect  on  how  those  times, 
and  this  money,  have  shaped  the  world  I  live 
in  today,  including  my  own  national  identity' 
and  even  the  language  I  speak! 
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Private  and 
Territorial  Coins 


Choice  1860  Clark,  Gruber  $2.50 


1860  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  $2.50.  Breen-7939.  Kagin- 
1.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely  lustrous  light 
yellow  gold  with  spmi-prooflike  fields.  Superb 
eye  appeal  despite  typical  soft  central  strike.  A 
delightful  example  of  this  scarcer  date  from  this 
first  Colorado  private  gold  emission . 5,750 

Patterns 


Popular  Pattern  1863  Three  Cents 
"Large  Cent"  Obverse 


1863  pattern  three  cent  piece.  P-384.  J-319.  Rarity-5 
to  6.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Bronze  or  copper. 
Plain  edge.  Sultry  red  and  brown  surfaces.  The 
popular  variety  with  the  obverse  similar  to  the 
Braided  Hair  large  cents  of  1839-1857 .  2,695 

Obverse  with  head  of  Liberty  to  left,  13  stars  around,  date 
below,  as  on  Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  large  cent  design  of 
1839-1857  Reverse  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
around  a  small  wreath,  3  /  CENTS  within. 

Gem  Proof  Pattern  1868  "Mini"  Cent 


1868  pattern  cent.  P-673,  ]-608.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66 


(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A  dazzling  gem  with 
frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A  half 
dime-sized  pattern  with  the  obverse  style  of  the 
contemporary  nickel  three-cent  piece.  A  little  coin 

in  stature,  but  a  large  coin  in  appeal . 2,450 

Obverse  with  head  of  Liberty  to  left,  UNITEDSTATESOF 
AMERICA  around,  date  below,  very  similar  to  the  nickel 
three-cent  pieces  of  the  era,  reverse  with  Roman  numeral  I  in 
center  of  wreath. 


Popular  1859  Silver  50<  Pattern 
1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-295,  J-239.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 

62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  steel-gray 
with  splashes  of  pale  heather  at  the  rims.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  an  impressive  design  type.  1 ,995 
Tall  and  stately  head  ol  Libert)'  to  right,  oak  and  cotton 
wreath  in  her  hair,  ribbon  emblazoned  with  LIBERTY  around 
her  shoulders,  date  below.  Reverse  with  1/2  /  DOLLAR 
within  wreath. 


Choice  Proof  1869  Nickel  5<t  Pattern 
1869  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-732,  J-684.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Satiny  silver 
gray  devices  and  mirror  fields.  Obverse  similar  to 
nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  the  era  save  for  overall 

larger  diameter . 1,895 

Head  of  Liberty  to  left,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
around,  similar  to  the  circulating  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of 
the  era,  reverse  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  a  ribbon  atop  a 
wreath,  V  within  the  wreath. 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1871  5C 
Copper,  Plain  Edge 


1871  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-1185,  J-1051.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Bright 
red  deepening  to  rose  and  pale  violet  in  places. 
Frosty  design  elements  and  mirror  fields  form  a 

pleasing  cameo  contrast . 3,995 

Head  of  Liberty  to  left  most  closely  resembles 
Longacre's  Liberty  from  the  nickel  three-cent  series  of  the 
era,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  around,  date  below, 
reverse  with  fairly  austere  olive  wreath  with  V  /  CENTS 
within. 


Desirable  1869  Pattern  Dime 
Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  pattern  dime.  P-787,  J-708.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  STANDARD  SIL¬ 
VER  issue.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  lightly 
frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  A  sheen  of 
pale  champagne  toning  graces  both  sides.  A 
lovely  Proof  example  of  a  popular  pattern  is¬ 
sue . 1,575 

Diademed  head  of  Liberty  to  right,  star  at  her  forehead, 
ribbon  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  below.  STANDARDSILVER 
arcs  above  the  reverse  wreath,  10  /  CENTS  within,  date  below 
wreath.  The  pattern  dimes  of  this  date  are  closer  in  size  to  the 
circulating  half  dimes  of  the  era. 


Delightful  Proof  1879  Pattern  Dollar 


1879  pattern  dollar.  P-1813,  J-1617.  Rarity-3.  Proof-62 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  silver  gray 
with  just  a  whisper  of  rose  iridescence.  A  popular 
and  affordable  issue,  and  a  nice  adjunct  to  a  silver 
dollar  collection . 2,695 

Large  head  of  Liberty  to  left,  LIBERTY  upon  coronet  in 
her  hair,  seven  stars  before  portrait,  six  stars  behind,  I 
PLURIBUSUNUM  above,  date  below.  Reverse  with  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  ONE  DOLLAR  around  a  wreath, 
beaded  circle  within  wreath,  895.8  S.  /  4.2  -  G.  /  100  -  C.  /  25 
GRAMS  within  circle,  DEO  EST  GLORIA  on  cartouche  at  top 
of  wreath. 


Pattern  1880  Metric  $1 
Silver,  Reeded  Edge 
From  the  Harry'  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1848,  | -1 648.  Rarity-6+.  8/7. 
Metric  reverse.  Proof -63  (PCGS)  Silv  er  Reeded 
edge.  Silver  grav  with  delightful  hints  ot  pale 
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gold,  especially  at  the  runs.  A  modest  cameo  con¬ 
trast  is  present.  Some  faint  planchet  preparation 
lines  are  seen  at  the  centers,  as  made,  and  do  little 
to  hinder  the  overall  appeal  of  this  rare  pattern 
issue.  A  great  opportunity  to  own  a  piece  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  history . 6,350 

Obverse  with  coiled  hair  headmof  Liberty  to  left  LIB¬ 
ERTY  upon  a  ribbon  in  her  hair,  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  above, 
date  below  Reverse  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
ONE  DOLLAR  around  a  wreath,  beaded  circle  within  wreath, 
895.8  S.  /  4.2  -  G.  / 100  -  C.  /  25GRAMS  within  circle,  DEO  EST 
GLORIA  on  cartouche  at  top  of  wreath. 

Pattern  1880  P-1851  Metric  $1 
Goloid  or  Related  Alloy 
Another  Bass  Collection  Jewel 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1851,  J-1651.  Rarity-6.  Metric 
reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Goloid  composition. 
Reeded  edge.  Medium  silver-gray  with  rose  and 
gold  highlights.  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mir¬ 
rored  fields.  A  hint  of  striking  weakness  is  noted 
at  the  centers,  a  frequently  seen  occurrence  for  the 
issue.  Another  scarce  and  important  pattern  from 
the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection . 5,095 

Obverse  with  stylistic  portrait  of  Liberty  to  left,  hair  in 
curls,  ribbon  in  hair  with  LIBERTY  upon  it,  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  above,  date  below,  seven  stars  left,  six  right,  reverse 
with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  100  CENTS  around  the 
periphery,  GOLOID  METRIC  DOLLAR  DEO  EST  GLORIA 
around  an  inner  circle  of  stars,  15.3  -  G.  /  236.7  -  S.  /  28  -  C.  / 
14  GRAMS  within  stars. 

Counterstamped  Coins 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counterstamped  on 
the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown  above 
all  in  oval  punch.  F-15 . 295 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Hard  Times  token:  1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis 
Brigham.  AU-50.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  token.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  pe¬ 
rennially  a  favorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it  does  a  long 
row  of  storefronts  in  this  whaling  port . 1,095 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in  pursuits 
ranging  from  dentistry  to  retailing,  in  the  jack-of-all-trades 
style  of  certain  other  figures  who  were  memorialized  by 
tokens  and  other  numismatic  items  (e.%.,  Lewis  Feuchtwanger 
at  the  high  end.  Dr  G.G.  Wilkins  at  the  low  end). 

Hard  limes  token:  1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham. 
Cheapside,  New  Bedford  token.  VF-30.  From  our 
Garrett  sale.  Lot  1155 .  325 


Hard  Times  token:  1835  L-176.  HT-434.  Gustin  & 
Blake.  Chelsea,  Vermont.  AG-3  Copper.  Plain 
edge.  Retouched  reverse  die.  Soft  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 439 

This  token,  rare  in  its  own  right  and  even  rarer  as  one  of 
the  few  early  tokens  available  from  the  state  of  Vermont,  was 
struck  from  very  crude  dies— which,  numismatically,  makes 
such  pieces  all  the  more  desirable. 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kenney-7.  Robinson 

copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

1889  Washington  Inaugural  Centennial  medal.  Dou- 
glas-II.  MS-60 . 49 

Washington  /  Confederate  Cent  Muling 


Undated  (c.1792).  Washington  head  Confederate 
cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is  an  "old 
friend"  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our  catalogues 
decades  ago!  Recently,  we  bought  it  back.  Now, 
you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24,000 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  "cent."  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  "1792  trial  piece,"  actually  made 
circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially  interesting 
issue . 1,795 

In  June,  1882.,  Mason's  Coin  Collectors'  Herald  Vol.  IV, 
Ebenezer  Locke  Mason,  Jr.,  included  this  reminiscence  of 
Dickeson  and  others: 

"Strange  numismatic  coincidences  occur  at  times,  and 
strange  incidents  are  not  infrequent  in  the  career  of  a  numis¬ 
matist.  In  the  spring  of  1860  the  writer  was  searching  for  a 
suitable  store  on  one  of  the  leading  thoroughfares  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  open  business  as  a  coin  dealer.  After  several  days  of 
fruitless  efforts  to  locate  in  just  the  right  spot,  a  friend  sug¬ 
gested  North  2nd  Street  as  a  suitable  locality,  where  the 
country  people  with  their  wagons  lined  the  sidewalks  twice  a 
week  to  dispose  of  the  products  of  their  farms.  With  this  hint, 
the  embryo  coin  dealer  started  from  the  center  of  the  city  and 
walked  north  on  the  west  side  about  two  miles  without 
finding  a  store  suitable  for  his  business;  but  upon  returning 
south  on  the  east  side,  just  below  Buttonwood  Street,  his  eyes 
met  a  huge  placard  in  the  bulk  window  of  an  antique  looking 
store,  announcing  'This  Store  to  Let,  Apply  at  211  Lombard 
Street.' 

"Losing  no  time  in  applying,  he  succeeded  in  securing  the 
store  for  one  year;  but  preliminary  to  the  payment  of  the  rent 
the  landlord  inquired  for  what  purpose  thestore  was  wanted  — 
'for  the  coin  business,'  was  the  reply. 

"This  was  the  first  interview  we  had  and  the  first  time  we 
had  heard  of  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  M.D.,  a  coin  collector 
of  some  30  years  standing,  and  the  author  of  a  large  Coin 
Manual  that  had  appeared  the  previous  year.  Strange  that  after 
so  long  a  search,  the  coin  dealer  should  happen  to  rent  a  store 
of  a  numismatist  and  find  in  the  landlord  the  first  patron  at  his 
place  of  business.  In  a  few  days  we  opened  out,  displaying  the 
numismatic  treasures  we  had  been  gathering  for  several  years, 
and  Doctor  Dickeson  had  the  first  pick  from  the  Washington's, 
the  '93,  '99s,  '04s,  &c,  and  at  prices  that  were  deemed  fabulous 
by  the  inexperienced  dealer,  receiving  as  he  did  $1  each  for 
good  pieces  of  the  dates  named,  which  scarcely  cost  over  two 
cents  apiece  in  their  collection.  Here  in  the  little  2nd  Street 


store  we  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Davis,  Fewsmith,  Nevil, 
Faaet,  Brechemin,  Gronberry,  Smith,  Carpenter,  Warner, 
Wilkins  and  hundreds  of  others;  some  of  whom  have  been 
patrons  of  ours  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

"In  this  little  store  a  Granby  copper  was  picked  up  for  ten 
cents,  the  dealer  being  ignorant  of  its  value.  Here  also  Faaet 
purchased  of  us  a  pair  of  Uncirculated  1851  and  1852  U  S. 
dollars  for  $5  each,  f  lere  was  offered  by  young  Eckfeldt  three 
genuine  U.S.  1804  dollars  at  S70  each,  and  nearly  all  the  rare 
half  cents  in  dozens  of  duplicates  were  purchased.  Here  also 
Wm.  F.  Packer,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  resorted  to 
complete  his  valuable  collection.  Here  the  late  J.J.  Mickley 
visited  and  passed  hours  of  social  intercourse,  and  at  this  coin 
rendezvous  many  happy  hours  were  spent  with  the  collectors 
of  'auld  lang  syne."' 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 

Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 
1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-style  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty 
King  George  IV  and  included  many  other  lumi¬ 
naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among 
others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  han¬ 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of¬ 
fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities  —  the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below)  town- 
house  in  New  York  City.  Includes  40  medals,  41.1 
mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 

bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals.  Baker-426A. 
Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1,010.6  grains.  Di¬ 
ameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Rich  chocolate  brown 
surfaces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet,  and  blue 
toning  in  the  fields.  Reflective  obverse  fields, 
while  the  reverse  is  more  satiny  with  subdued 
lustre  •  Bullets-426  for  type.  Gilt  bronze  (un¬ 
listed  in  Baker).  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1069.8 
grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Bright  golden 
surfaces  with  pleasing  reflectivity  in  the  fields. 
The  devices  are  bold  and  satiny.  Some  Light 
hairlines  are  noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal.  Plain 
edge.  Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  between  being 
the  satiny  silver  devices.  A  beautiful  threesome 
counted  by  some  among  the  most  beautiful 
Washington  medals  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the 
1876  Centennial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared 
and  published  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld, 
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H.  Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen . 1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  I960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 
the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these.  Each  $9.95,  25  for . 149 

Canadian 

The  following  selection  of  Canadian  coins  — Mint 
State  and  Specimen  strikes  — were  specially  struck  at 
the  behest  of  a  supervisor  at  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint 
in  Ottawa  and  put  away  by  him  in  the  years  they 
were  issued.  Much  extra  care  and  preparation  was 
exercised  in  the  striking  of  these  special  pieces,  and 
they  are  far  superior  to  other  coins  — both  business 
strikes  and  Specimens  — produced  at  the  time.  Some 
of  the  Mint  State  pieces  are  so  spectacular  in  their 
strike  and  surface  characteristics  that  they  appear  to 
be  Specimen  strikes  when  viewed  from  the  obverse. 
The  actual  Specimen  strikings  are  no  less  incredible, 
and  many  of  them  have  exceedingly  low  mintages;  in 
most  cases  just  a  few  dozen  — or  fewer  — pieces  were 
produced.  The  silver  pieces  exhibit  very  deep  (almost 
"black")  mirror  fields  with  contrasting  frosty  devices 
and  razor  sharp  strikes.  We  were  very  fortunate  and 
purchased  the  majority  of  the  hoard,  and  we  are  now 
quite  pleased  to  offer  the  following  lovely  Canadian 
coins  to  you  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  What 
a  grand  way  to  begin  a  collection  of  impressive  Cana¬ 
dian  coins.  Please  remember,  after  this  amazing 
group  is  gone,  there  will  be  no  more! 

Canadian  One-Cent  Pieces 


Full  Red  1876-H  Specimen  Large  Cent 


1876-H  Specimen-65  RD  (PCGS).  Full  coppery  red 
faded  in  areas  to  violet.  Lovely  frosted  devices 
and  heavily  mirrored  fields  with  few  blemishes. 
A  desirable  and  attractive  specimen  free  of  the 


typically  seen  impairments . 4,495 

1946  Specimen-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with 
deeper  highlights  on  the  king's  portrait . 295 


1946SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  with 
obverse  cameo  contrast . 235 

1946  SP-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with  strong  eye 
appeal . 195 

1946  SP-63  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  red  and 

brown . 120 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  red 

example  of  this  popular  issue . 395 

In  1948,  after  India  gained  its  independence  from  Great 
Britain,  the  Royal  Mint  in  England  produced  back-dated  dies 
for  all  the  denominations,  cent  through  dollar,  that  featured  a 
maple  leaf  after  the  date.  The  maple  leaf  signified  that  the  coins 
were  struck  in  1948  from  1947-dated  dies  that  still  carried  the 
titulatureET!NDlMP("and  Emperor  of  India").  Later  in  1948, 
new  1948-dated  dies  were  delivered  to  Ottawa  with  the  now 
meaningless  ET  IND  IMP  removed  from  the  design.  The 
actual  1948-dated  coinage  of  Canada  has  produced  key  dates 
in  all  the  denominations  as  a  result  of  the  late  arrival  of  the 
1948-dated  dies,  as  production  runs  were  short  at  the  end  of 
1948. 

1948  SP-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  An  important 

date.  Rare  so  fine . 575 

Canadian  Five-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Highly  brilliant  with  a  touch  of 
frosty  cameo  contrast.  A  pleaser . 295 

1946  SP-64  (PCGS) . 195 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-66  (PCGS).  Reflective  sur¬ 
faces . 395 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous 
with  strong  eye  appeal . 295 

1951  Nickel  Commemorative.  SP-66  (PCGS).  A 
bright  and  reflective  beauty.  Struck  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  isolation  of  nickel  as  a  metal  in  1751. 495 

1951  Nickel  Commemorative.  SP-65  (PCGS) . 295 

1951  Nickel  Commemorative.  SP-64  (PCGS) . 150 

Canadian  10-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Modest  cameo  contrast  and  a  hint 
of  lovely  golden  toning . 375 

1946  SP-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  of  frost  at 

the  centers . 235 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  of  the 

highest  order.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  lend 
dramatic  contrast  and  superb  eye  appeal.  A  prize. 
595  . 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-66  (PCGS).  Delightfully  brilliant 


and  aesthetically  appealing . 395 

1947  SP-65  (PCGS) . 395 


1948  SP-67  (PCGS).  Superb  brilliance  in  the  mirror 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  design  elements  make 
for  an  extremely  lovely  combination  of  physical 
quality  and  aesthetic  appeal.  A  popular  key  date 

(in  every  denomination) . 650 

1948  SP-66  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  light  cameo 

contrast . 375 

1950  SP-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  on  the  devices,  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  in  the  fields.  A  beauty . 395 

1950  SP-65  (PCGS) . 295 

Canadian  25-Cent  Pieces 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  display  a  high 
degree  of  lustre  and  rich  golden  toning  high¬ 
lights . 495 


1946  SP-66  (PCGS).  From  the  John  Ja\  Pittman  Collei 
tion,  a  proven  pedigree  for  outstanding  quality  A 
superb  Specimen  strike,  with  frosty  motifs  and 
deep  mirror  fields  imparting  blazing  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Seldom  seen  so  fine . 659 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Absolutely  choice  lor  the 

grade! . 575 

1948  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  frosty  beautv  with  heavily 
prooflike  fields.  An  important  key  date 
within  the  denomination.  Among  the  high¬ 
lights  of  this  special  group,  particularly 
where  quality  and  appeal  are  concerned.  We 
have  a  small  number  of  these,  some  brilliant, 
and  others  that  are  delicately  toned  with  gold 
and  amber  highlights  at  the  rims.  Take  your 

pick! . 995 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lively  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 450 

1950  SP-66  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  frost  adorns  the  motifs 
of  this  delightfully  brilliant  gem . 595 

Canadian  Dollar 


Lovely  Specimen  1948  Voyageur  Dollar 


1948  SP-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,995 


Canadian  Five-Dollar  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow  gold 


with  olive  highlights  and  full  mint  lustre.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  the  type  and  date . 1,175 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  ol¬ 

ive  highlights  and  excellent  lustre.  Sharply 
struck . 675 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  surfaces 

with  olive  and  copper  highlights  and  superb  lus¬ 
tre.  Excellent  eye  appeal . 675 

Foreign 

1909  Denmark  1  OK.  MS-65  (NCG) .  99 

1915  Denmark  20K.  MS-64  (NGC) . 169 

1887  England  Jubilee  Head  1/2  Sov.  MS-65  (PCGS).  395 

1913  Finland  10M.  MS-66  (NGC) . 185 

1875  Netherlands  10G.  MS-64  (NGC) . 129 

1876  Netherlands  10G.  MS-64  (NGC) . 129 

1901  Russia  5R.  MS-64  (NGC) . 79 

1902  Russia  5R.  MS-65  (NGC) . 95 

1903  Russia  5R.  MS-65  (NGC) . 95 

1904  Russia  5R.  MS-65  (NCC) .  95 

1947  Switzerland  20F.  MS-65  (NGC).  109 
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Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


Miscellany 

Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 
1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold  EF.  Awarded 
to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black  Hawks. ...  2,895 

Impressive  'Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  bv  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the  20th 
centurv.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is  on 
its  own  stand  and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  posi¬ 
tion.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers  (re¬ 
sembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is  a 
verv  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across  this  in 
an  antique  shop  in  Massachusetts  (where  it  still  is), 
wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for 
sale.  Basically  "original"  condition,  not  repainted, 


altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but 
is  essentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered 

f.o.b.  Massachusetts . 3,450 

Silver  cream  pitcher  made  and  counterstamped 
twice  (EB  oval),  by  EphraimBrasher,  the  famous 
New  York  City  silversmith  who  is 
numismatically  remembered  for  his  famous  1787 
Brasher  doubloons.  The  present  pitcher  is  in  su¬ 
perb  condition,  having  been  carefully  cared  for. 
It  measures  5-3/4  inches  high  on  a  square  base 
measuring  21/4  per  side.  There  is  silver  beading 
around  the  top  of  the  pitcher  and  where  the 
round  bottom  of  the  pitcher  meets  the  square 
base.  On  the  front  s  the  monogram  script  AB,  for 

the  recipient . 5,950 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand.  Replace¬ 


ment  material  required  various  properties  to  simu¬ 
late  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Special  dies  were 
prepared  for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  acquire 
a  small  quantity  of  plastic  "Planchets"  or  disks 
which  were  left  over  from  one  of  the  private  compa¬ 
nies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types  of  ma¬ 
terial:  general-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark 
brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  concentric 
circles  raised  on  each  side.  (40  pieces)  The  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76 
grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each 
side.  (10  pieces)  Order  either  type,  each  for . 59 

Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 


Some  Comments  from  Harry  Salyards 


WIe  published  this  letter  from  Harry 
Salyards  in  Rare  Coin  Review  #135  and 
inadvertently  left  out  a  few  words.  We  apolo¬ 
gize  for  this  error  and  reprint  the  letter  with 
the  complete  text. 

Dear  Dave, 

Enclosed  are  a  number  of  emenda¬ 
tions,  elaborations,  and  corrections  on 
your  "drafty  draft."  I  had  a  good  hme 
pulling  all  this  stuff  together;  it  gave 
me  the  opportunity  to  explore  a  lot  of 
"old  friends"  on  my  library  shelves 
which  I  hadn't  taken  down  in  some 
time.  I  hope  you  find  it  useful. 

Second,  I  enclose  an  advance  copy 
of  my  March  Penny-Wise  introduc¬ 
tion.  Its  relevance  is  self-explanatory. 

Last  but  hardlv  least,  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  pur¬ 
chase  one  of  the  S.S.  Central  America 
double  eagles.  (Mark  served  as  my 
"eyes"  on  this  transaction,  and  I  was 
very  pleased  with  the  choice.)  It  is  an  in¬ 
credibly  beautiful  coin,  and  a  superbly 
evocative  one.  Collectors  are  so  fond  of 
romanticizing  — 'George  Washington 
may  have  spent  this  1794  large  cent,'  or 
'How  many  parched-throated  miners, 
straight  from  their  shift  at  Gould  and 
Curry,  bought  drinks  with  this  1870-CC 
silver  dollar?'  -  but  here  is  a  case  where 
we  know  where  this  coin  was  on  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1857:  instant  pedigree,  older  than 


any  traceable  large  cent  sales  chain  that  I 
know  of!  Instant,  melancholy  pedigree,  I 
should  probably  say,  considering  the  human 
dreams  that  died  that  day.  Other  than  the 
Brother  Jonathan,  we  have  nothing  compa¬ 
rable  in  United  States  numismatics.  The  sto¬ 
ries  of  the  Randall  Hoard  and  Nichols  Find 
cents  are  couched  in  phrases  like  "said  to 
have  been,"  and  when  we  come  to  attribut¬ 


ing  a  given  19th-century  silver  coin  to  the 
Economite  Hoard  or  the  Guatemala  Hoard, 
the  operative  word  is  "probably." 

By  the  way,  this  new  purchase  makes  a 
very  interesting  commentary  on  the  'shifting 
sands'  of  grading.  The  only  other  Coronet 
double  eagle  that  I  own  was  purchased  back 
in  November,  1978  from  a  small  dealer  who 
had  once  lived  in  Omaha,  where  I'd  gotten  to 
know  him.  I  had  always  found  his  grading  to 
be  conservative,  and  experience  down  the 
years  has  borne  out  the  fact  that,  when  I've 
sold  a  coin  I  bought  from  him,  I've  never  lost 
money.  Anyway,  he  sold  me  an  1891-S  as 


"Gem  BU"  for  $375.  When  the  market 
went  wild  and  crazy  over  the  subsequent 
year,  I  sat  down  and  made  myself  a  very 
impressive  looking  graph  of  my  "gains."  I 
now  reckoned  that  my  1891-S  was  worth 
about  $1,300.  When  grading  standards 
tightened  significantly  in  the  early  '80s,  I 
took  another  look  at  the  coin,  and  decided 
that  maybe  it  would  really  only  "go"  63/ 
65.  Pass  down  to  the  mid-90s,  now, 
as  the  spread  between  "63"  and  "65" 
becomes  ridiculous,  and  the  body  of 
data  published  by  PCGS  begins  to 
"mature,"  statistically;  it  becomes  ap¬ 
parent  that  a  grade  of  "65,"  even  on 
one  side,  is  now  almost  unheard  of 
for  many  Coronet  double  eagles,  in¬ 
cluding  the  1891-S.  So  today,  I  laid 
that  1891-S  out  next  to  my  new  1857- 
S,  and  then  I  examined  them  both 
with  a  glass,  particularly  for  the  extent  of 
scuffs  on  Liberty's  cheek,  as  well  as  for 
sharpness  of  strike.  And  the  "verdict" 
comes  in  two  parts: 

IP  The  1891-S  is  (still)  a  most  attractive 
coin. 

2P  But  it's  not  as  nice  as  my  "MS-62" 
1857-S. 

Go  figure! 

If  you  want  to  use  this  experience  as  an 
aside  on  grading  in  your  "gold  book,"  feel 
free  to  do  so. 

Sincere  regards, 

Harry  Salyards 


74 
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by  Leonard  D.  Augsburger 


The  Numismatic  Works  of  Fred  Reinfeld 

A  Biography  and  Bibliography 


Reinfeld  and  Chess 

Although  the  name  of  Fred  Reinfeld  is 
not  in  the  forefront  of  American  numismat¬ 
ics  today,  decades  ago  he  played  a  very 
important  part  in  the  popularization  of  the 
hobby.  His  books  about  rare  coins  were 
sold  widely  and  reached  a  very  apprecia¬ 
tive  audience. 

Fred  Reinfeld  was  born  on  the  lower 
east  side  of  Manhattan  to  immigrant  par¬ 
ents  on  January  27, 1910.  His  father  was 
a  freelance  carpenter,  and  the  family 
later  operated  a  candy  store  further 
north  in  Chelsea.  New  York  was  a 
changing  city.  The  number  of  cars  sur¬ 
passed  the  number  of  horses,  and  the 
burgeoning  immigrant  population 
caused  the  cost  of  living  to  nearly  double 
between  1910  and  1920.  The  influenza 
epidemic  of  1917-1918  claimed  over 
10,000  lives  in  the  city. 

Reinfeld's  primary  pursuit  as  a 
young  man  was  chess,  which  he  taught 
himself  at  the  age  of  14  from  magazines 
in  the  New  York  Public  Library.  New  York 
has  always  been  the  undisputed  American 
capital  of  chess.  Those  of  us  who  have  read 
Dave  Bowers'  American  Numismatics  Before 
the  Civil  War,  1760 -1860  are  familiar  with 
the  dazzling  chess  exploits  of  Paul 
Morphy,  whose  1858  matches  in  Europe 
were  commemorated  on  a  medal  issued  by 
Augustus  B.  Sage.  Upon  Morphy's  return 
to  America  in  April  1859,  he  found  himself 
to  be  a  national  hero.  In  that  year  and  part 
of  1860  he  was  an  editor  of  the  American 
Chess  Monthly  (of  which  nusmismatist 
Daniel  Willard  Fiske,  of  the  Astor  Library 
staff  had  been  editor  since  1857;  the  Astor 
Library  became  a  foundation  of  the  New 
York  Public  Library,  thus  forming  another 
connection  to  Reinfeld).  In  May  and  June 
1859  Morphy  was  lionized  in  New  York 
City  and  Brooklyn  (not  then  a  part  of  the 


City),  and  occasionally  played  matches  at 
the  New  York  Chess  Club  at  the  "Morphy 
Chess  Rooms"  the  latter  at  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  4th  Street.  On  May  25  in  a 
ceremony  held  by  the  New  York  Chess 
Club  at  the  Chapel  of  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity,  the  Master  was  given  a  gold  watch 


(made  by  the  American  Watch  Co., 
Waltham  Massachucetts)  and  an  elegant 
gold  and  silver  chess  set  (made  by  Tiffany 
&  Co.)  From  August  1859  until  early  1860 
Morphy  conducted  a  chess  column  in  the 
New  York  Ledger. 

New  York  City  has  maintained  its  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  chess  venue  ever  since.  In  1924  a 
strong  international  tournament  was  held 
there.  Front  row  and  center  were  Jose  Raul 
Capablanca,  the  current  world  champion, 
and  Emanuel  Lasker,  the  long  time  title 
holder  who  had  lost  his  title  to  Capablanca 
in  Havana  three  years  earlier.  Reinfeld  was 
deeply  inspired  by  Lasker,  in  much  the 
same  way  that  Bobby  Fischer  captured  the 
imagination  of  many  chess  players  in  the 
course  of  winning  the  world's  title  in  1972. 
Reinfeld  would  eventually  write  or  edit 
several  books  about  Lasker  and  his  games. 
Lasker  won  the  1924  tournament,  though 


he  never  regained  the  worlds  title.  Reinfeld 
would  become  a  close  acquaintance  of 
Lasker  when  the  latter  moved  to  New  York 
in  1937. 

Reinfeld  and  his  wife,  Beatrice,  were 
married  in  1932.  They  operated  their  own 
company,  Black  Knight  Press,  which  pub¬ 
lished  books  as  part  of  the  "Modern 
Chess  Library"  from  1933  to  1937.  This 
series  attracted  subscribers  such  as  the 
John  G.  White  Collection  in  the  Cleve¬ 
land  Public  Library,  which  is  the  largest 
chess  related  collection  in  the  world. 
Still,  the  company  struggled  greatly  and 
during  the  height  of  the  depression  the 
young  couple  continually  debated 
whether  or  not  to  apply  for  home  relief. 
Reinfeld  took  in  accounting  work  to  help 
make  ends  meet.  In  the  1940s  he  found 
work  as  a  copy  editor  for  Dial  Press,  and 
also  wrote  abridgements  of  classic  novels 
for  Pocket  Books.  Their  first  child,  Don, 
was  born  in  1942. 

Reinfeld  eventually  derived  much  of 
his  income  from  writing,  and  as  such 
wrote  material  aimed  at  the  popular  mar¬ 
ket,  completing  as  many  as  13  books  in  one 
year.  Today  he  is  considered  the  most  pro¬ 
lific  author  of  American  chess  books,  with 
over  200  titles  to  his  credit  (the  White  Col¬ 
lection  catalogue  contains  248  Reinfeld  ci¬ 
tations).  Reinfeld's  strength  as  a  chess  au¬ 
thor  and  teacher  was  his  ability  to  explain 
abstract  ideas  in  layman's  terms.  To  attest 
to  his  success  and  endurance,  a  number  of 
his  chess  titles  remain  in  print.  Still,  some 
critics  found  his  style  entirely  too  acces¬ 
sible  and  overly  commercial,  and  there  is 
no  question  that  Reinfeld  was  not  above 
recycling  old  material  to  turn  out  more 
books.  But  Arnold  Denker,  a  contemporary, 
and  stronger  chess  player  than  Reinfeld,  ar¬ 
gued  that  "Some  of  today's  chess  writers 
who  attack  Fred  would  be  unable  to  earn  a 
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living  had  the  object  of  their  scorn  not 
paved  the  way.  And  that,  let  me  tell  you,  is  a 
savage  ironv." 

Reinfeld  and  Rare  Coins 

Reinfeld's  approach  to  his  19  numis¬ 
matic  books  was  not  so  different.  His  focus 
was  on  the  casual  collector  and  his  aim  was 
to  engage  the  beginner  into  a  deeper  appre¬ 
ciation  of  numismatics,  even  if  he  wasn't  en¬ 
tirely  sure  what  to  do  when  the  reader  actu¬ 
ally  got  there.  Reinfeld  clearly  enunciated 
his  philosophy  in  the  introduction  to  Coin 
Dictionary  and  Guide,  where  he  defined  the 
“technical"  and  "human"  approaches  to  nu¬ 
mismatics  and  stated,  "At  the  risk  of  offend¬ 
ing  many  high  dignitaries  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  world,  we  unhesitatingly  affirm  the 
'human'  approach  to  coins  to  be  the  right 
approach,  of  greater  interest  and  of  more 
importance  than  the  technical."  Reinfeld 
thus  worked  primarily  through  stories  and 
pictures,  and  throughout  his  well  illustrated 
books  photographic  credits 
were  given  to  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department, 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing,  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  New  York,  the  Chase 
National  Bank  Museum,  the 
Bank  of  Canada,  the  ANA, 
and  the  ANS. 

Reinfeld  published  all  of 
his  numismatic  titles 
through  the  Sterling  Publish¬ 
ing  Company  in  New  York. 

Sterling  was  founded  in  1949 
and  is  best  known  as  the 
company  that  popularized 
the  Guinness  Book  of  World 
Records.  Sterling  still  exists 
and  maintains  a  wide  portfo¬ 
lio  of  how-to  and  self  help 
books.  Sterling's  first  book 
was  Stampography.  The  title 
portends  Reinfeld's  first  nu¬ 
mismatic  work,  Coinometry, 
which  was  published  in  1952. 

One  cataloguer  has  pointed 
out  that  this  book  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  "measuring" 
coins.  However,  the  title  was 
merely  meant  to  echo  the  ear¬ 
lier  work  on  stamps.  Many  of 


Reinfeld's  books  with  Sterling  bear  the  im¬ 
print  "Distributed  to  the  coin  and  stamp 
trade  by  President  Coin  Corporation." 
President  was  a  subsidiary  of  Sterling  spe¬ 
cifically  created  to  handle  numismatic  titles. 

Reinfeld  worked  with  other  numis¬ 
matic  writers  on  several  projects. 
Coinometry  was  coauthored  with  Robert  V. 
Masters,  a  pseudonym  for  David  Boehm, 
the  owner  of  Sterling.  Boehm  had  written 
the  earlier  Stampograpy.  Reinfeld  worked 
with  the  English  writer  Christopher 
Churchill  Chamberlain  on  Coin  Dictionary 
and  Guide.  Reinfeld's  most  frequent  col¬ 
laborator  was  Burton  Hobson,  who  is  per¬ 
haps  best  remembered  for  Historic  Gold 
Coins  of  the  World,  a  lavishly  photographed 
book  from  1971  featuring  hundreds  of  gold 
coins  in  color  from  the  ANS  Collection. 
Hobson,  today  the  chief  operating  officer 
of  Sterling,  related  the  story  of  his  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  company:  "I  started  in  the 
Marshall  Field's  coin  department  when 


still  in  school  at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
then  continued  as  manager  for  five  years.  1 
met  David  Boehm,  president  of  Sterling, 
who  wanted  to  sell  me  a  book  called 
Coinometry.  I  replied  that  it  wasn't  the  kind 
of  book  my  customers  wanted,  to  which  he 
said,  'Why  don't  you  write  that  book?'  " 
Fred  Reinfeld  died  in  1964.  However, 
several  books  were  published  posthu¬ 
mously  with  a  Reinfeld  title  credit.  Beatrice 
Reinfeld,  who  had  served  as  his  unofficial 
editor  for  years,  continued  to  collect  pricing 
data  for  subsequent  editions  of  several  of 
his  books.  She  died  in  1979.  Coin  Collecting 
for  Beginners  was  one  of  the  last  published 
editions  of  any  Reinfeld  numismatic  work. 
Sterling  published  this  book  in  1980  with 
pricing  data  for  U.S.  series  through  1979. 
Catalogue  of  the  World's  Most  Popular  Coins, 
Reinfeld's  most  popular  work,  was  last 
published  in  1986. 

Reinfeld's  Numismatic  Books 

Today,  Reinfeld's  numismatic 
books  are  highly  collectible  and 
regularly  appear  on  ebay.com  as 
well  as  in  sales  of  the  usual 
American  numismatic  literature 
dealers.  (Even  the  highly  re¬ 
garded  dealer  George  Frederick 
Kolbe  has  handled  Reinfeldiana, 
as  in  Kolbe  mail  bid  sale  #60/ lot 
662).  Most  volumes  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  a  few  dollars  apiece 
when  they  can  be  found.  The 
ANA  library  has  several  scarce 
Reinfeld  volumes,  including  a 
pre-production  copy  of  Coin¬ 
ometry,  and  a  copy  of  Cash  For 
Your  Coins,  which  did  not  appear 
at  all  in  a  wide  survey  of  numis¬ 
matic  literature  sales.  As  with  all 
other  books,  sharp  copies  with 
untom  dust  jackets  are  more  de¬ 
sirable,  yet  in  Reinfeld's  case 
these  can  usually  be  had  for 
small  premiums  as  compared  to 
lesser  copies. 

Commentary  and  Reviews 

Coinometry 

Robert  V.  Masters  &  Fred 
Reinfeld  (1952) 

Technical  Notes:  Coinometry  was 
published  in  1952, 1953, 1958, 1962, 


Population  Data  for  Reinfeld's  Numismatic  Books 

The  population  data  presented  in  the  table  below  gives  the  number  of 
auctions  and  fixed  priced  list  appearances  for  each  of  Reinfeld's  numismatic 
books.  This  data  was  gathered  from  a  sampling  of  over  100  auction  and 
fixed  price  catalogues  of  numismatic  literature  dealers  in  sales  dating  from 
1980-2000.  No  attempt  was  made  to  remove  duplicate  listings  that  may 
have  appeared  in  consecutive  sales  and  did  not  sell.  Therefore,  these  num¬ 
bers  should  be  treated  as  gauges  of  availability  and  not  necessarily  absolute 
rarity.  Regardless,  it  is  easily  seen  that  his  later  works  in  particular  are  more 
difficult  to  find.  Burton  Hobson  indicated  that  print  run  information  on  all 
of  these  books  no  longer  exists. 


Title 

Date  Appearances 

Coinometry 

1952 

11 

Treasury  of  the  World's  Coins 

1953 

18 

Coin  Collector's  Handbook 

1954 

13 

A  Catalogue  of  the  World's  Most  Popular  Coins 

1956 

57 

Cash  for  Your  Coins 

1956 

0 

The  Story  of  Paper  Money 

1957 

14 

How  to  Build  a  Coin  Collection 

1958 

7 

The  Story  of  Civil  War  Money 

1959 

16 

*A  Simplified  Guide  to  Collecting  American  Paper  Money  1960 

3 

Coin  Dictionary  and  Guide 

1960 

17 

*Coin  Collecting 

1960 

7 

A  Treasury  of  American  Coins 

1961 

5 

Pictorial  Guide  to  Coin  Conditions 

1962 

7 

Picture  Book  of  Ancient  Coins 

1963 

1 

Manual  for  Coin  Collectors  and  Investors 

1963 

2 

*A  Catalogue  of  European  Coins 

1964 

1 

U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  and  Stamps 

1964 

1 

*Neiv  Treasury  of  the  World's  Coins 

1967 

1 

*Coin  Collecting  for  Beginners 

1970 

1 

United  States  Rare  Coin  Value  Guide 
*  Titles  which  are  reissues  of  previous  titles. 

(unknown) 

1 

76 
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jL  The  Numismatic  Works  of  Fred  Reinfeld  by  Leonard  I ).  Augsburger 


and  1%5.  The  ANA  Library  copy  has  a 
preproduction  version,  8.5"  x  9.6"  landscape  lay¬ 
out,  aqua  hardback  w/no  dust  jacket.  A  note  in 
the  front  cover  indicates  "Donated  by  the  pub¬ 
lisher,  1952."  The  volume  contains  94  pages  of 
text  followed  by  105  blank  pages.  A  three-page 
typewritten  errata  list  is  included,  correcting  such 
errors  as  the  p.  54  text  on  trade  dollars  of  1879- 
1885,  which  had  stated,  "No  extra  value  unless 
uncirculated."  This  volume  is  significant  as  the 
earliest  known  copy  of  any  Reinfeld  numismatic 
emission.  Later  editions  featured  either  a  pictorial 
cover,  or  a  tan  or  gray  cloth  cover  with  pictorial 
dust  jacket.  The  inside  cover  featured  a  blank 
"penny  board"  with  cutouts  for  cents,  nickels, 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars. 

Review:  Reinfeld  first  entices  the  reader 
with  some  fun  facts  and  then  moves  in  more  or 
less  chronological  order  through  the  corpus  of 
American  coinage  and  paper  money.  Reinfeld's 
approach  is  popular -the  text  is  chatty  and  re¬ 
lies  more  on  storytelling  than  academic  dis¬ 
course.  This  approach  excels  for  com- 
memora fives,  which  are  the  subject  of  the 
longest  chapter  of  the  book.  Coin  values 
are  given  in  one  characteristic  grade 
only  ("Good"  for  18th  and  19th  century 
issues,  "Fine"  for  gold,  etc.),  and  some 
series  receive  rather  short  shrift,  pre-  " 
sumably  due  to  space  limitations.  For 
Morgan  dollars  (p.  54),  we  are  in¬ 
formed  that  all  issues  from  1878- 
1921  possess  "No  extra  value  unless  uncircu¬ 
lated".  At  least  the  one  paragraph  description  of 
grading  on  p.  9  can  be  used  to  decide  whether 
our  otherwise  valuable  1895  silver  dollar  is 
"Proof"  or  "Uncirculated." 

Treasury  of  the  World's  Coins 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1953) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1953  and  1955, 
and  by  Oak  Tree  Press  in  England  in  1967.  The 
1953  edition  is  known  in  gray  or  blue  cloth  with 
dust  jacket.  The  1955  edition  comes  in  either 
card  cover  or  green  cloth  with  dust  jacket.  The 
English  edition  has  a  pictorial  green  cloth  cover. 
All  editions  are  224  pages. 

Review:  This  is  really  an  abbreviated  history 
of  western  civilization  disguised  as  a  coin  book. 
To  be  sure,  there  are  quite  a  few  pictures  of 
world  coins  in  this  book,  but  they  complement 
the  text  rather  than  being  the  subject  of  the  text. 
Don  Reinfeld  related  that  his  father's  first  love 
was  really  history,  and  this  affinity  shines 
through  here.  Reinfeld  himself,  discussing  col¬ 
lecting,  states  in  the  introduction  of  Coin  Dictio¬ 
nary  and  Guide,  "Coins  are  primarily  the  picture 
book  of  history".  Certain  photographs  were  re¬ 
used  from  Coinometry. 

Coin  Collector's  Handbook 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1954) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1954, 1956, 1958, 
1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1969, 


1970, 1971, 1976.  Comes  in  a  variety  of  cloth  colors 
and  dust  jackets,  one  of  which  acknowledges  Mr. 
Reinfeld  as  "one  of  America's  foremost  numisma¬ 
tists."  All  known  copies  5-1/2"  x  8". 

Review:  Sterling's  answer  to  the  Redbook, 
which  was  inaugurated  several  years  earlier 
and  by  this  time  had  proven  itself  to  be  lucrative 
for  Whitman  Publishing.  The  majority  of  this 
book  is  a  valuation  guide  for  American  issues, 
including  commemoratives  and  tokens. 

A  Catalogue  of  the  World's  Most  Popular  Coins 
Fred  Reinfeld  and  Burton  Hobson  (1956) 
Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1956,  1957, 
1958,  1960,  1963,  1964, 1965, 1967, 1969, 1971, 
1976, 1979, 1983,  1986.  Title  changed  from  "A 
Catalogue..."  to  "Catalog..."  starting  in  1964. 
Published  in  German  in  1965  and  1970  under 
the  title  Minzekatalog  der  bekanntesten  Muenzen 
von  der  Antike  bis  zur  Geganwart.  First  issued 
with  268  pages,  it  grew  through  the  years  to  580 
pages  in  the  1986  edition.  Comes  in  all  for¬ 


mats -plain  cloth  cover  with  dust  jacket,  picto¬ 
rial  cover,  or  card  cover. 

Review:  Reinfeld's  best  selling  numismatic 
work,  this  value  guide  to  world  coins  is  well  il¬ 
lustrated.  A  paragraph  or  so  recounting  the  rise 
and  fall  of  each  state  is  given,  but  the  emphasis 
here  is  on  the  thousands  of  pictures  and  valua¬ 
tions  of  popular  world  coins.  Similar  to  the 
Krause  world  guide  but  not  as  comprehensive. 

Cash  for  Your  Coins 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1956) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1956,  1957, 
and  1966.  No  copies  found  on  the  secondary 
market.  The  ANA  Library  copy  is  4-1/2"  x  5-7/ 
8",  paperback,  128  pages. 

Review:  A  Bluebook  derivative  showing 
dealer  buy  prices  for  all  U.S.  coins  in  typical 
grades  only  (i.e.  Unc.  for  modern  coins,  EF  for 
gold,  VG  for  19th  century,  etc.).  Sellers  are  di¬ 
rected  to  the  back  cover  which  lists  11  regional 
dealers,  mostly  big  city  department  store  coin 
counters.  Readers  are  given  no  explanation  re¬ 
garding  mintmarks,  or  other  typical  assigna¬ 
tions  such  as  "V.D.B.,"  "small  date,"  "large 
eagle,"  etc.,  even  though  such  terms  are  liberally 
sprinkled  throughout  the  text.  Reinfeld  had  re¬ 
lationships  with  several  department  store  coin 
counters.  These  were  apparently  a  distribution 
point  for  Sterling.  In  various  places,  Reinfeld 
credits  Robert  Friedberg  (the  famed  currency 


expert)  of  Gimbel's  and  Ralph  Goldstone  of  Jor¬ 
dan  Marsh  for  editorial  suggestions  and  other 
help  with  his  books. 

The  Story  of  Paper  Money 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1957) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1957, 1960. 10" 
x  6-7/8",  tan  cloth  cover  with  dust  jacket,  128 
pages. 

Review:  This  text  expands  the  upon  the  paper 
money  chapters  from  Coinometry,  while  reusing 
many  photographs  from  the  1952  text.  Robert 
Friedberg  allowed  photographs  to  be  used  from 
his  standard  work,  Paper  Money  of  the  United  States 
The  content  is  mostly  American,  including  over¬ 
views  of  fractional  currency,  colonial,  and  Confed¬ 
erate  paper  money.  Valuations,  not  present  in 
Coinometry,  are  provided  here. 

How  to  Build  a  Coin  Collection 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1958) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1958,  1959, 
1965, 1970,  1972,  1973,  1977.  Comes  in  all  for¬ 
mats— hardback  with  dust  jacket,  card  cover, 

and  pictorial  cloth  cover. 

Review:  Reinfeld  reuses  material  from 
previous  titles  and  makes  a  new  book. 
For  example,  chapter  four  ("How  to 
Take  Care  of  Your  Coins")  is  highly 
similar  to  the  chapter  of  the  same 
*  name  in  Coin  Collector's  Handbook,  so 
much  so  that  we  can  be  sure  that 
Reinfeld  had  a  copy  of  the  former 
text  in  front  of  him  when  this  was  written.  Pho¬ 
tographs  of  commemoratives  have  been  reused 
from  Coinometry.  The  grade  by  photograph  sec¬ 
tion  has  been  reused  and  expanded  from  Coin 
Collector’s  Handbook.  This  book  was  aimed  at 
American  collectors,  but  includes  some  Cana¬ 
dian  and  foreign  content. 

The  Story  of  Civil  War  Money 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1959) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1959  and  1960. 
The  1960  edition  is  more  uncommon,  with  only 
one  copy  found  on  the  secondary  market,  Fred 
Lake  sale  #47/lot  FI 04.  The  1959  edition  is  10 1/ 
4"  x  6  7/8",  93  pages,  with  blue-gray  cloth.  The 
1960  edition  is  128  pages,  cloth  cover. 

Review:  Reinfeld  deftly  ties  a  narrative  of 
the  Civil  War  into  the  wealth  of  the  numis¬ 
matic  variety  of  the  period.  1  hese  connections 
have  been  well  documented  for  a  long  time. 
Still,  the  beginning  reader  learns  about  infla¬ 
tion  in  the  south  and  the  ample  supply  of  Con¬ 
federate  currency,  coin  hoarding  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  fractional  currency  in  the  north,  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  federal  demand  notes  and  the 
need  to  finance  the  war.  Readers  are  also  intro¬ 
duced  to  contemporary  tokens  and  the  use  of 
Civil  War  themes  in  subsequent  U.S.  issues. 
Many  photographs  were  reused  from  The  Story 
of  Paper  Money,  and  some  of  the  research  was 
reused  as  well. 
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A  Simplified  Guide  to  Collecting  American 
Papier  Money 

Fred  Reinfeld  (I960) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1960.  Black 
cloth  w/dust  jacket,  10 1/2"  x  7 1/4",  128  pages. 
The  text  is  virtually  identical  to  The  Storv  of  Pa¬ 
per  Money. 

Review:  Although  the  dust  jacket  claims  this 
to  he  a  "New,  Revised  Edition"  of  the  earlier  The 
Story  of  Papier  Money,  onlv  a  small  portion  of  the 
pricing  information  has  been  changed,  along 
with  a  few  pages  on  silver  certificates.  A  com¬ 
panion  volume,  A  Simplified  Guide  to  Collecting 
American  Coins,  was  also  produced  under  the 
Sterling  imprint. 

Coin  Dictionary  and  Guide 

C.  C.  Chamberlain  &  Fred  Reinfeld  (1960) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1960  and  1961. 
The  1960  edition  comes  in  orange  or  beige  cloth 
with  dust  jacket.  The  1961  is  the  Barnes  and  Noble 
soft  cover  edition.  Both  editions  are  251  pages. 

Review:  Dictionary  format  with  hundreds  of 
entries,  mostly  American  and  English  content. 
The  flyleaf  remarks  that  the  American  content 
copyright  is  held  by  Sterling,  suggesting  that  the 
English  portion  of  the  book  may  have  been 
written  first  with  the  American  material  added 
later.  There  are  surprisingly  few  photographs 
for  a  Reinfeld  work,  which  indicates  that 
Reinfeld  may  not  have  been  involved  with  the 
project  in  its  early  phases. 

Coin  Collecting 

Robert  V.  Masters  and  Fred  Reinfeld  (1960) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1960,  1964, 
1974.  Comes  in  all  formats  — paperback,  hard¬ 
back  with  dust  jacket,  or  pictorial  cloth  cover. 
The  1974  edition  is  192  pages,  all  others  are  128 
pages.  Only  one  appearance  of  the  1974  edition 
has  been  found,  Michael  Bourne  fixed  price  list 
#1/ lot  874.  The  text  is  identical  to  the  earlier 
Coinometry,  with  chapters  7-9  (on  currency)  re¬ 
moved.  Pricing  information  has  been  updated. 

A  Treasury  of  American  Coins 

Fred  Reinfeld  (1961) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1961.  7-1/8"  x 
10-3/8".  Black  cloth  with  dust  jacket,  124  pages. 

Review:  A  generic  overview  of  U.S.  coinage, 
with  little  or  no  information  not  provided  in  the 
standard  references.  Reinfeld  takes  a  simple  read¬ 
ing  of  the  Redbook  and  expands  it  into  space 
consuming  text  of  an  antiseptic  flavor,  i.e.  "There 
are  only  two  Liberty  nickels  with  mintmarks  — 
the  1912-D  and  1912-S  coins.  Their  approximate 
value  is  $65  and  $75  in  Uncirculated  condition. 
The  mintmark  is  to  the  left  of  'CENTS'  on  the 
obverse.  The  last  official  year  of  the  Liberty  Head 
nickels  was  1912"  (p.  66).  Reinfeld  also  essays  the 
awkward  classification  of  U.S.  mint  issues  before 
1857  and  after  1857,  thus  resulting  in  two  sections 
for  most  denominations  instead  one.  Valuations 
are  given  only  for  scattered  issues  of  note,  and 


then  only  in  text  form,  rather  than  the  popular 
row  and  column  format. 

Pictorial  Guide  to  Coin  Conditions 
Burton  Hobson  and  Fred  Reinfeld  (1962) 
Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1962  and  1968. 
The  1962  edition  is  128  pages,  the  1968  edition  is 
160  pages.  Both  come  in  hard  or  soft  cover. 

Review:  This  book  is  an  expanded  version  of 
the  photographic  grading  section  of  How  to 
Build  a  Coin  Collection.  Many  of  the  same  photo¬ 
graphs  are  used,  but  in  an  enlarged  format.  The 
book  was  no  doubt  inspired  by  Brown  and 
Dunn's  1958  book,  A  Guide  to  the  Grading  of 
United  States  Coins,  which  used  line  drawings  to 
depict  coins  in  various  grades. 

Picture  Book  of  Ancient  Coins 
Fred  Reinfeld  and  Burton  Hobson  (1963) 
Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1963.  64 
pages,  one  known  appearance,  Remy  Bourne 
sale  #2/lot  254. 

Review:  Not  seen  by  this  author.  The  content 
is  likely  a  subset  of  the  ancient  coin  material  from 
Catalogue  of  the  World's  Most  Popular  Coins.  Sterling 
published  a  series  of  64-page  texts  from  which  stu¬ 
dents  were  encouraged  to  cut  out  pictures  for 
book  reports.  Collectors  are  hereby  warned  to 
page  through  any  copies  before  purchasing! 

Manual  for  Coin  Collectors  and  Investors 
Burton  Hobson  and  Fred  Reinfeld  (1963) 
Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1963  and  1965. 
The  1963  ANA  Library  copy  is  5-1/4"  x  7-3/4",  pa¬ 
perback,  160  pages.  The  1965  ANA  Library  copy  is 
4-1/8"  x  6-7/8",  paperback,  179  pages.  Two  auc¬ 
tion  appearances:  Cal  Wilson  mail  bid  sale  #2/ lot 
31,  and  Orville  Grady  mail  bid  sale  #8/ lot  118. 

Review:  An  effectively  condensed  version  of 
the  Redbook,  showing  prices  for  20th  century  se¬ 
ries  only.  A  grade  by  photograph  section  and  a 
numismatic  dictionary  (extracted  verbatim  from 
Coin  Dictionary  and  Guide)  aimed  at  American  nu¬ 
mismatics  are  included.  Contains  such  pearls  of 
wisdom  as  "Being  able  to  predict  which  coins  are 
likely  to  grow  in  demand  is  the  key  to  successful 
coin  investment"  (p.  2),  and  other  absolute  state¬ 
ments  such  as  "The  safest  coin  investments  are 
Uncirculated  rolls  bought  at  or  near  face  value" 
(p.  103).  The  1965  edition  was  even  more  clearly 
aimed  at  the  booming  coin  market,  "the  fastest- 
growing  and  most  profitable  hobby  in  the 
world,"  according  to  the  back  cover. 

A  Catalogue  of  European  Coins 
Fred  Reinfeld  (1964) 

Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1964  and  re¬ 
printed  in  1966  by  Oak  Tree  Press,  England.  One 
appearance  on  the  secondary  market,  Remy 
Bourne  sale  #12/lot  1033.  Hardbound,  orange/ 
black  dust  jacket,  124pp.  6.75"  x  10.25". 

Review:  A  subset  of  "A  Catalog  of  the 
World's  Most  Popular  Coins,"  this  book  was 
published  in  England  and  contains  listings  for 
29  European  countries. 
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U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins  and  Stamps 
Burton  Hobson  &  Fred  Reinfeld  (1964) 
Technical  notes:  Published  in  1964.  The  ANA 
Library  copy  is  6-1/2"  x  10",  paperback,  64 
pages.  Only  one  appearance  noted  on  the  sec¬ 
ondary  market.  Durst  mail  bid  sale  #7/ lot  365. 

Review:  Notable  for  its  classification  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins  and  stamps  in  the  chronologi¬ 
cal  order  of  the  events  depicted  by  the  com- 
memoratives,  and  not  by  the  issue  date  of  the 
coins  themselves.  As  such,  the  book  is  a  quite 
readable  short  history  of  the  United  States  with 
the  commemorative  pieces  serving  as  historical 
exhibits.  Reinfeld's  historical  bent  comes 
through  a  final  time  in  this,  his  last  numismatic 
work.  The  latter  portion  of  the  book  catalogs  60 
coin  and  497  stamp  commemoratives,  giving 
valuations  for  each  issue. 

New  Treasunp  of  the  World's  Coins 
Fred  Reinfeld  and  Burt  Hobson  (1967) 
Technical  notes:  Published  in  1967.  One  ap¬ 
pearance,  Orville  Grady  mail  bid  sale  #10/lot 
795,  heavy  card  covers.  Not  seen  bv  this  writer, 
but  almost  certainly  a  reissue  of  Treasury  of  the 
World's  Coins. 

Coin  Collecting  for  Beginners 
Burton  Hobson  and  Fred  Reinfeld  (1970) 
Technical  Notes:  Published  in  1970  and  1980. 
5-1/4"  x  8-1/4",  paperback,  160  pages.  Identical 
to  Manual  for  Coin  Collector's  and  Investors  with 
updated  prices.  (One  wonders  how  the  same 
text  can  be  intended  for  both  "investors"  and 
"beginners.")  One  sale  noted,  Michael  Bourne 
mail  bid  sale  #2/ lot  1679.  New  copies  are  still 
available  via  Amazon.com. 

United  States  Rare  Coin  Value  Guide 
Burt  Hobson  and  Fred  Reinfeld  (undated) 
Technical  Notes:  Undated,  48  pages,  paper 
cover.  One  known  appearance,  Orville  Grady 
mail  bid  sale  #8/ lot  118.  Not  seen  by  this  re¬ 
viewer,  this  work  is  possibly  a  variant  of  Cash 
For  Your  Coins. 


Sources: 

Brown,  Martin,  and  John  Dunn.  A  Guide  to  the  Grading  of 
United  States  Coins,  Racine,  Wisconsin:  Whitman  Publishing, 
1958. 

Chicago  Tribune.  David  Boehm  obituary,  2/12/2000. 

Cleveland  Public  Library  Catalog,  http://www.cpl.org. 

Crandall,  Terry.  Dr.  Emanuel  Lasker,  http:// 
www.pstat.ucsb.edu/~carlson/chess/lasker.html. 

Denker,  Arnold  and  Larry  Parr.  The  Bobby  Fischer  I  Knew  and 
Other  Stories,  San  Francisco,  CA:  Hypermodern  Press,  1995,  pp. 
295-305. 

Ellis,  Edward  Robb.  The  Epic  of  New  York  City:  A  Narrative  Histon/, 
New  York,  NY:  Old  Town  Books,  pp.  509-514. 

Hobson,  Burton.  Correspondence  with  the  author,  2/19/ 
2000. 

Library'  of  Congress  Catalog,  http:/ / www.loc.gov. 

New  York  Times.  Fred  Reinfeld  obituary,  5/30/1464. 

Reinfeld,  Don.  Telephone  interview  3/27/ 2tXX).  e-mail  3/28/ 
2000, 4/5/2000, 4/23/2000. 

Smith,  Pete.  American  Numismatic  Biography, 

Rocky  River,  OH:  Gold  Leaf  Press.  1992,  p  195. 

United  State  Chess  Federation  1  Kill  of  Fame, 

http://www.webcom.com/lawson/chess/hof/ 
rein  hof.html 
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Books  For  Sale! 


Special  Discount  Prices! 


■-  NEW  < 
^  TITLES! 


Hot  Off  the  Presses 

The  fabulous  new  book  by  Dan 
Owens,  California  Coiners  and  Assayers, 
has  now  arrived!  This  authoritative  vol¬ 
ume  tells  the  story  of  coiners  and  assayers 
who  created  coins  and  ingots  during  the 
famous  Gold  Rush  era.  Hundreds  of 
books  are  on  their  way  to  all  of  those 
who  entered  pre-publication  orders.  If 
you  missed  out  on  the  special  pre-publi¬ 
cation  price,  don't  despair!  If  you  call 
before  November  30th  we  will  honor 
our  pre-publication  price  (no  further  dis¬ 
counts  apply).  BOW-800,  List  Price 
$49.95,  Special  Price  $35.00 

Two  New  Titles 

Two  other  new  titles  are  also  avail¬ 
able  this  issue:  Those  Amazing  Coins  A 
Kid's  Guide  to  Collecting  by  Kevin  Flynn, 
Ron  Volpe,  and  Kelsey  Flynn.  Here's  the 
opportunity  for  any  children  in  your  life 
to  learn  abou  t  the  new  Washington  State¬ 
hood  Reverse  quarter  program,  the 
Sacagawea  dollar,  how  to  properly 
handle,  examine,  and  store  coins,  all  in 
one  easy  to  read,  fully  illustrated  vol¬ 
ume.  BFL-305,  List  price  $9.95. 

Also  new  to  this  Rare  Coin  Review  is 
Anthony  J.  Tarasza's  superb  reference, 
United  States  $10  Gold  Eagles,  1795-1804, 
an  84  page,  illustrated  hardbound  edi¬ 
tion.  BTA-900,  List  price  $69.95.  Special 
Price  $55.00. 

Soon  to  Be  New  Title 

On  its  way  to  the  printer  is  the  long 
awaited  Walter  Breen  s  Encyclopedia  of  Early 


United  States  Cents,  1 793  to  1814  edited  by 
Mark  Borckardt.  See  our  full  page  adver¬ 
tisement  on  page  6.  This  will  be  available 
in  three  impressive  styles  as  described  on 
the  above  mentioned  page  and  you  will 
save  considerably  by  ordering  this  at  its 
prepublication  price. 

Favorite  Best  Sellers 

There  are  certain  books  around  here 
that  keep  selling,  selling,  and  selling. 
Each  has  stood  the  test  of  time  — some 
for  a  long  time  — and  each  has  gone  into 
multiple  printings. 

•  Walter  Breen  s  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  (Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $125.00) 

•  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards. 
By  Dave  Bowers.  (Stock  No.  BBM-404. 
List  $59.95) 

•  The  History  of  U.S.  Coinage  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  (Stock  No.  BBM-130. 
List  $59.95) 

Discounts  for  You! 

Each  and  every  book  title  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  is  offered  at  a  10%  discount  from  the 
list  price;  or,  if  the  list  prices  of  the  books 
in  your  order  total  $100  or  more,  take  a 
20%  discount! 

Ordering  is  imple!  Just  fax  or  mail  me 
your  order  with  your  check  (by  mail)  or 
credit  card  information  (mail  or  fax).  Or, 
easier  yet,  just  telephone  me  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  give  me  the  stock  numbers  of 
the  books  you  want,  and  I'll  add  up  the 


list,  give  you  your  best  discount,  and 
send  you  the  books  with  an  itemized 
invoice.  And  don't  forget,  each  book 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction! 

I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you 
soon!  Thanks, 

'fyLouxj 

Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  President  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review  — 
Q.  David  Bowers 

•  Vice  President  — Christine  Karstedt 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept.  — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;  Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director; 
Debbie  McDonald,  Numismatic  Associate; 
Gordon  Wrubel,  Senior  Buyer. 

•  Auction  Dept.  — John  Pack,  Auction  Director, 
Denise  D'Eri,  Cheryl  Perry.  Numismatists: 
Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  John  J. 
Kraljevich,  Jr.,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank 
Van  Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. -Mark  Borckardt, 
Q.  David  Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 

•  Graphics  Dept.— Jennifer  Meers,  Manager 
Roberta  French,  Robert  Lawrence,  Christine 
Metcalfe.  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager, 
Photography  Department. 

•  Administration -John  Babalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Carolyn  Craigue,  Sheila  Fuller, 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator, 
Pam  Mitchell,  Carol  Travers,  Jeremy  Wiggin, 
Beth  Wrubel. 

•  Publications  Dept. -John  Babalis,  Mary 

Tocci. 

•  Financial  Department  -  Laurel  A  Morrill, 
Natalie  Smith. 
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If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


United  States  Numismatic  Literature 
Vol.  II:  20th-Century  Auction 
Catalogues 

By  John  IA /.  Adams 

An  impressive  reference  book.  The 
author  has  studied  sales  held  by  major 
U.S.  auction  firms  of  the  1900-1950  era. 
418  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAD-724. 

List  SI 25. 00 


r£n. 

ai 


r;  vi 
3  ic 

1! 


American  Numismatics  Before 
the  Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book,  emphasizing  the 
story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage,  will 
give  you  an'T  am  there"  feeling 
for  the  early  days  of  American 
numismatics.  432  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-405. 
List  $89.95 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 
By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  informa¬ 
tion  about  Saint-Gaudens  and 
Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  gold 
coins.  184  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  S19.95 


Ct 


A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Meet  every  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  in  the  pages  of  this 
fascinating  book  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert. 
541  pages,  illustrated. 


A  Buyers  and 
Enthusiasts  Guide 


Flying  and 
Indian  Cents 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-311. 


List  $45.00 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested 
collector  needs  to  know  about 
half  dimes.  168  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95 


A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver 

THE  COMPLETE 

Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 

|  Silver  Dollars  | 

LIBERTY  SEATED 

of  the  United  States 

1  Trade  Dollars  1 

1  Ot  the  United  States  j|f 

HALF  DIMES 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure 

trove  of  information  on  these 

popular  series.  1997  prices  for 

every  date  and  mintmark.  304 
oases,  illustrated 

»  jf  '  'A  ’/ 

Softbound.  Stock  No.BBM-402. 


List  $19.95 


American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  chapters  are 
filled  with  stories  of  treasures 
hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 
List  $59.95 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money,  A  Peek  at 
the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we 
have  reprinted  some  of  our  fa¬ 
vorite  articles  from  the  1 9th  cen¬ 
tury.  A  lot  of  fun,  informative 
reading.  192  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 
List  $29.95 


lake  advantage  of  our  special 
discounts  on  ALL  books! 

Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 


From  the  illustrious  series  of  monographs  relating  to 
the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  held  each  year  in 
New  York  City  by  the  ANS,  each  volume  is  superb,  contains 
the  work  of  many  authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and  will 
be  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 

America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

List  $15.00 


America's  Silver  Dollars 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-211. 
List  $25.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 
Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212. 


List  $15.00 


The  Token:  America's  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-213. 
List  $25.00 


Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-214. 
List  $25.00 

America's  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-215. 
List  $25.00 


Money  of  the  American 
Colonies  and  Confederation 
By  Philip  L.  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an 
ideal  companion  to  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200. 
List  $100.00 
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The  ANA  Centennial 
History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  book  on  the 
history  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710, 
l  ist  $159.00 


American  Numismatic 
AMACiatinn 

ceotennmi.  HISTORY 
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Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 
Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  previ¬ 
ously  unpublished  information 
about  rarity,  market  analyses,  etc.! 

768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  $39.95 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  List  $49.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOrEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  standard 
reference  on  old-time  auto¬ 
matic  music  makers.  If  you  like 
music  or  nostalgia,  you'll  love 
this  book.  1,008  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-802. 
List  $89.95 
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lake  advantage  of  our  special 
discounts  on  ALL  books! 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series  | 
from  colonials  to  territorial  gold, 
half  cents  to  $20  gold.  Equiva- 1 
lent  to  a  university  course  in  | 
coins.  572  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  S59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnificent 
collector  and  his  fascinating  col¬ 
lection  which,  when  sold,  real¬ 
ized  $44  million!  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Second  printing. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 
List  S62.50 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars 
Dated  1804  and  the  Exciting 
Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S. 
Peacock  as  it  delivers  the  "King 
of  Coins"  to  the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  over  100  biogra¬ 
phies  of  numistmatists. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407. 
List  S69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated 
vessel,  its  loss  and  recovery, 
plus  stories  of  theGold  Rush  in 
San  Francisco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco  Mint.  416 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  S69.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail.  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  con¬ 
sulted  this  book  Award  winner. 
415  pages,  illustrated 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 
List  $57.95 


U.S.  3<  and  5<  Pieces: 

United  Suit* 

Louis  K.  Kliasbcrg 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 

T>r*t  Cent  and  BveCanl 
Piece* 

A  /«u  of  Cains 

Collector  and  Investor 

Am  MM  Cmm  im  tlu 

Co  Onto,  1*4  iavMhH 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these  se¬ 

ries.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

j pjpgjp 

hj  (J.  Ootid  Hwr> 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  of}  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


List  $9.95 


Virgil  Brand: 

The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume 
details  the  almost  unbelievable  life 
of  Virgil  Brand  who  assembled 
the  largest  coin  collection  of  all 
time.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


VIKGiL  BRAND: 
The  Mart  twtd  Hi*  Kn 


Waterford  Water  Cure 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating 
inquiry  into  counterstamped 
coins.  If  you  buy  this  book  and 
don't  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  a  refund  will  be 
sent,  and  you  can  keep  the  book 
free!  224  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 
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Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  information  gath¬ 
ered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  one  of  America' s  most  highly 
acclaimed  numismatic  re¬ 
searchers.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764. 
List:  $125.00 


Statehood  Quarters 
Collector's  Handbook 
By  Kenneth  Bressett 

Includes  a  detailed  over¬ 
view  of  the  program,  a  history 
of  the  U.S.  quarter,  designs,  and 
more.  90  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-555. 

List:  $4.99 


Numismatist's  "Companion"  Books 

Each  book  in  the  "Companion"  series  is  edited  by 
QDB  and  contains  interesting  articles  by  various 
authors.  Delightful  and  informative  reading 
Softbound,  5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


COMPANION 


Numismatist's 
Countryside  Companion  ■ 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95  companion 


Numismatist's 
Bedside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Downtown  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Lakeside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Topside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Traveling  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Weekend  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 
Edited  by  Carl  IV. A.  Carlson  & 
Michael  Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Special¬ 
ized  research  articles  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  figures. 
372  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-711. 
List  $65.00 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (w  hose  ref¬ 
erence  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing  at  auc¬ 
tion  a  few  years  ago).  1 75  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 
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If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  1 00,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


l  ake  advantage  of  our  special 
discounts  on  ALL  books! 

Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 
By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 

This  book  will  make  attri¬ 
bution  of  your  Liberty  Head 
nickel  varieties  a  breeze!  130 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-301. 

List  S29.95 


Ml  treasure: 

•Mff  HUNTING 

Liberty  Hud 
Nickel* 
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The  Smart  Collector 
By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary.  Gen¬ 
eral  information  is  given  con¬ 
cerning  each  design,  followed 
by  "What  Will  It  Cost?"  and 
"Fast  Facts".  254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCW-700. 


List  S22.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and 
JeffOxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most 
popular  Morgan  dollar  varieties. 
Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to 
"cherrvpick"  for  valuable  die  vari¬ 
eties.  137  pages,  illustrated. 


Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95 
Leatherette.  Stock  No.  BFE-301.  List  $24.95 


Those  Amazing  Coins 
A  Kid's  Guide  to  Collecting 
By  Kevin  Flynn,  Ron  Volpe 
and  Kelsey  Flynn 

An  all-encompasing 
beginner's  guide  to  coin  col¬ 
lecting  geared  to  young  numis¬ 
matists.  120  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-305. 

List  $9.95 


NEW! 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this  vol¬ 
ume  appeared  in  1875  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  Stan¬ 
dard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Durst  reprint. 


the: 

EARLY  LOINS 
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Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271. 


List  $45.00 


Bill  Fivaz's  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  refer¬ 
ence,  designed  to  enable  you  to 
recognize  genuine  pieces,  with 
the  potential  to  save  (or  make) 
you  money  when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-115. 

List  $10.00 


The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 
By  Les  £r  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United 
States  coins,  includung  the  new 
state  quarters.  Loaded  with 
great  articles,  charts  and  color 
illustrations.  216  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 
By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  244  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-500. 
List  $34.95 


Cherrypickers'  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting 
varieties  described  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume  that  will 
fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-114. 
List  $19.95 


TTTTTTTTTTTT 


THE  CHERRYPICKERS'  POCKET  GLIDE 
TOP  150 


BY  FIVAZ  &  SUMO* 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Fried  berg 
With  additions  and  revisions  by 
Ira  S.  and  Arthur  L  Friedberg 
The  essential  work  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  United  States 
currency. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 


List  $35.00 


The  Soho  Mint  &  the 
Industrialization  of  Money 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the 
Soho  Mint  then  this  book  is  a 
"must  have."  If  you  don't 
know  about  it,  that  is  all  the 
more  reason  to  order  a  copy! 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-505. 


List  $75.00 


Helpful  Hints  For  Enjoying 
Coin  Collecting 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of 
experience,  providing  the 
reader  the  information,  advice, 
and  skills  needed  to  have  fun 
in  coin  collecting.  120  pages, 
illustrated. 


Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-120. 
List  $15.95 


Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and  lohn 
Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  Statecertified  coins 
of  all  three  Barber  series; 


The  (jtitiplru  l,uUb  to 
Certified  Uarlttr  Coinage 


the 


dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 
1892-1916. 160  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 
l  ist  $35.00 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward 
Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available 
dealing  solely  with  this  19th  cen¬ 
tury  denomination.  If  you  have 
even  one  nickel  three-cent  piece, 
this  book  will  aid  in  your  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  1 60  pages,  i  1 1  ustrated . 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-300.  List  $37.95 


The  Authoritative 
Reference  on 
Three  Cent  Nickeis 


Bowers  and  Merena's  Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin- 
related  topics,  from  famous  figures  to  studies  on 
popular  series  to  investigative  reports. 


A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95 

A  Review  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Market 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-502.  List  $5.95 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 
By  Dr.  ]oel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  $5.95 

Woodward's  Sale  of  the 
John  F.  McCoy  Collection 
Pi/  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  RLE-504.  L  ist  $5.95 
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lake  advantage  of  our  special 
discounts  on  ALL  books! 

Tm  Complete  Guide  to 
Li  Bum  Seated  Dimes 
By  Brum  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  tor 
anyone  interested  in  Liberty 
Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and 
mintmark  is  covered,  includ¬ 
ing  grading,  major  variety 
analysis,  history,  and  scarcity. 

Softbound.  Slock  No.  BGR-222. 

List  S36.95 


AT  I  C 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  Si 00  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  oft  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  Si  00,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
Dahlonega  in  thf  Age  oi  Jackson 
By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and 
Elizabeth  V\I.  Etheridge 

A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold 
coin  research,  this  volume  has 
just  been  reprinted  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  new  plates  and  photo¬ 
graphs.  206  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700. 


List  $30.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters 
By  David  Lawrence 

An  passport  for  collecting 
and  enjoying  the  series.  How  rare 
is  it?  What  are  some  of  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die?  These  questions  and 
more  are  answered  in  this  guide. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-109. 

List  $29.95 


BARBER 


QUARTERS 


i),  u-  . 


The  Hale  Cent  Die  State 
Book  1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D. 

A  comprehensive  study 
of  half  cent  die  varieties  dis¬ 
cussing  identification,  chro¬ 
nology,  and  rarity.  300  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BM A-850. 


List  $75.00 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United 
States  Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  ].  Hodder  and  Q. 
David  Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 


Guide  is  U.S. 
Commemorative 

Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece: 
1864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 

Umgauv  s  T  wa-Ccnl  Puree 

COINS 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 

two-cent  piece  has  been  studied 

d&Bs 

by  this  well-known  author.  Of- 

. 

fers  hours  of  enjoyment  attrib- 

Michael  J.  Hodder 

uting  your  collection.  248  pages. 

12#  Q.  David  Bowers 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 

Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from  re¬ 
cent  years  from  the  journal  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  Full 
of  research  information,  marketdata, 
collecting  insights,  and  more.  600 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 


Norweb 


Collection 


The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 


List  S29.95 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W. 
McCloskey 

A  great  new  reference  by 
two  of  numismatics'  most  ac¬ 
complished  authors  packed 
with  information  on  this  obscure 
but  fascinating  series.  293  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100. 


List  $75.00 


United  States  Copper  Cents 

1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 


List  $50.00 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 
By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 
ability  of  various  issues  in  vari¬ 
ous  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A. 


c ‘oUcdkis  4  Tradta* 


List  $50.00 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994: 
An  Annotated  Index  of  the 
First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken,  for 
writing  this!)  93  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 
By  Andrew  IV.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Standard  work  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  much  information, 
price  data,  etc.,  not  available  in 
any  other  volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  even’  advanced 
library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.BPO-100.  List  $79.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 
By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  Highly 
acclaimed  and  with  enough 
information  for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107. 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


List  $43.95 


Mason's  Stamp  &  Coin 
Collector's  Magazine 
First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke  Ma¬ 
son,  rarecoin  dealer  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Boston  in  the 
19th  century.  Great  reading 
for  the  numismatic  buff. 
Hardbound  — 3  Volumes. 

Stock  No.  BMA-bOO. 

List  $240.00 


The  Earlx  Paper  Money  of 
America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

The  source  for  early 
American  paper  money  col¬ 
lectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on  every  is¬ 
sue.  480  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500. 


l  ist  $75.00 
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Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 

Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of 
listings  and  photographs,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  and  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  en- 
joy,  and  appreciate  United 
States  tokens. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725.  List  $47.95 


UNITED  STATES  < 

TOKENS 


m 


United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 
By  Anthony  ].  Taraszka 

The  first  sytematic  compi¬ 
lation  of  photographs  and  de¬ 
tailed  descriptions  of  the 
known  eagle  die  marriages.  84 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900 
List  $69.95 


TEN  DOLLABS 


& 
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Photograde 


lake  advantage  of  our  special 
discounts  on  ALL  books! 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 
By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  book  devoted 
solely  to  the  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lar  series.  Includes  date-by-date 
analysis,  plus  grading  informa¬ 
tion,  rarity  estimates,  and  more. 
240  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTO-100. 
List  $19.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "must-have"  book. 
Photographs  of  die  varieties  in¬ 
clude  new  discovery  pieces  en¬ 
larged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100. 
List  $59.95 


Penny  Whimsy 
By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst ,  the  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  nu¬ 
mismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  information, 
and  opinions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 
List  $50.00 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this 
popular  Coin  Lore  columnist. 
Easy,  informative  reading  on 
about  as  many  various  sub¬ 
jects  as  there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 
Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Explains  and  illustrates  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  grading  Mint  State  coins, 
plus  information  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and  more.  324 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 


Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins 
Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  draws  a  roadmap 
detailing  both  the  hits  and  the 
misses  — the  coins  that,  in  his 
opinion,  represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should  steer  clear  of. 
134  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  Dollars 
By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of 
this  popular  book.  534  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-710. 
List  $79.95 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 
By  ]ohn  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
Features  139  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  cross-reference  infor¬ 
mation,  values,  rarity,  and  more. 
186  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825. 
List  $39.95 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 
This  second  edition  covers 
Washington  coins,  medals,  to¬ 
kens,  plaques,  and  badges  issued 
from  1783  to  present,  with  pho¬ 
tos,  descriptions,  and  pricing  in 
three  grades.  432  pages,  ill. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-555. 
List  $34.95 


Photograde 
By  lames  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grad¬ 
ing  guide  by  the  ANA.  Tidbit: 
At  one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  Detroit 
Public  Library  system.  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edition,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $12.95 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 
By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many 
different  types  of  currency  er¬ 
rors.  A  great  guide  for  answer¬ 
ing  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 
List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter 
Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this 
well-known  and  highly  re¬ 
garded  classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 
By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is 
packed  with  new,  updated  in¬ 
formation  on  every  coin  in  the 
series.  Over  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95 
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United  States  Clad  Coinage 
By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 
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l  ake  advantage  of  our  special 
discounts  on  ALL  books! 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 
By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of  | 
Mercury  dime  varieties.  Divided 
into  three  important  sections  I 
with  valuechartsforall  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  S29.95 

The  Kennedy 
Half  Dollar  Book 
By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  va¬ 
rieties,  including  repunched 
mintmarks,  die  modifications, 
major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  ill. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BVVI-202. 

List  $40.00 


TOEASUK 
HUNTINC 
Men  un  Dime* 
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If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  1 00,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to 
merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 
By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist 
and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector,  Each  variety  is 
listed  with  all  you  need  for  en¬ 
joyable  and  accurate  attribution. 
240  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-400.  List 


$40.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  re¬ 
search  Doug  Winter  has  done 
since  the  first  edition  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  surfaces,  lus¬ 
tre,  die  varieties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 
By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint, 
including  availability  and  com¬ 
mentary  related  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics.  250  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-818. 

List  $25.00 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
By  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich,  de¬ 
signer  of  the  1807  Capped  Bust 
coinage,  come  alive.  48  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95 


Something  Different! 


For  your  listening  pleasure  we 
offer  you  An  Evening  at  the  Home  of 
Cecil  B.  DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  re¬ 
corded  by  Joe  Cimino  featuring 
melodies  on  the  "Mighty  Wurlitzer" 
theatre  pipe  organ.  We  guarantee 
you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun 
and  enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 


Stock  No.  BCD-1.  List  $24.95 
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by  Stewart  Witham 
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Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00 
p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department— TOLL-FREE  — at  800-222-5993.  New 
Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remit¬ 
tance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ Novus  or 
American  Express  (send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including 
the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  for  your  second  choice. 
We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade 
and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling 
for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private 
carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established. 
Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1  %  per  month  (12%  per 
annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT.TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before 
1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus 
or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on 
approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more; 
just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading, 
may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS, 
NGC,  etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins, 
dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for 
which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed 
holders  issued  by  grading  sendees  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in 
the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer 
as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including 
adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 


opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether 
expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation 
of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However,  it 
has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and 
reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numis¬ 
matists.  In  tire  process  we  have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors 
Universe™  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be 
accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option, 
without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life 
members),  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985. 
Other  staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We 
do  attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person 
there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on 
any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concern¬ 
ing  the  investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its 
pri  e  in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is 
possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of 
venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have 
made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for 
errors  which  mav  occur. 
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/  h inking  of  Selling ?  Bowers  and  Merenas 


Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  ol  our  spectacular  auction  season 
for  2001.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and 
Merenas  expertise  go  to  work  for  you!  Whether  your  collec¬ 
tion  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million 
dollars,  the  same  quality  ol  presentation  and  numismatic 
expertise  that  characterized  our  past  record-breaking  sales 
will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the 
years  we  have  sold  hundreds  ol  millions  ol  dollars’  worth  ol 
coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of 
thousands  ol  consignors,  ranging  Irom  museums,  govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  avail¬ 
able  instantly  upon  receipt  ofyour  consignment.  Simply  call 
John  Pack,  our  auction  director  at  1-800-458-4646,  lor 
complete  details,  including  our  low  commission  rates.  It 
may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you 
have  ever  made! 


We  sold  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  specimen  of  the 
1804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for  $4,140,000,  the  highest 
price  paid  at  auction  for  any  rare  coin. 


The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 

The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

The  Norweb  Collection 

The  Garrett  Collection 

on  behalf  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

The  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection 

via  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company 

The  Boys  Town  Collection 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

The  Connecticut  State  Historical  Society 

And  many,  many  more!!! 


iVcnr  Available! 


By  Dan  Owens 

Introduction  and  Appreciation  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


For  the  first  time  ever  in  a  single  authoritative  volume,  the  story 
is  told  ot  coiners  and  assayers  who  created  coins  and  ingots  during 
the  famous  Gold  Rush  era.  This  448-page  hardbound  illustrated 
encyclopedic-style  volume  was  compiled  over  a  period  of  years 
by  Dan  Owens,  primarily  from  newspaper  accounts,  directo¬ 
ries,  shipping  lists,  and  many  other  archives,  and  extracts 
historic  and  human  interest  aspects  of  this  exciting  time  in 
American  commerce. 

Stretching  in  alphabetic  arrangement  from  assayers 
Aaron  to  Weigand,  plus  information  about  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  gold  metal,  the  steamship  trade,  fires,  gam¬ 
bling  houses,  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  the  makers  of 
the  wonderful  gold  bars  recovered  from  the  wreck  of  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  this  fascinating  illustrated  volume  encompasses 
the  time  period  1848  to  1863. 

To  reserve  your  copy,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card  number. 
Or  mail  or  fax  your  order  to  Mary  at  the  address  listed  below. 


List  price:  $49.95. 

Special  Price  through  November  30th:  $35.00. 

Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BOW-800 

Published  cooperatively  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and  Stack’s. 


Possible  Finest  Known-. 
1 802  Quarter  Eagle  f 


1802  Breen-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  even 
light  yellow  gold  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces.  Good  eye 
appeal  and  choice  for  the  grade,  though  the  strike  shows  some 


central  weakness  typical  of  the  issue.  This  is  the 
"overdate,"  an  appellation  largely  discarded  as 
the  evidence  of  the  overdate  seems  minimal. 

Of  the  tiny  mintage  of  3,035  1802  quarter 
eagles,  only  a  few  dozen  survive  in  all  grades; 

PCGS  has  certified  six  as  MS-63,  a  statistic 
that  likely  includes  resuhmissions  as  none  are 
graded  higher.  Little  gold  bullion  was  kept  on 
hand  at  the  U.S.  Mint  due  to  its  prohibitive 
expense,  so  the  Mint  relied  upon  individual 
deposits  from  citizens  and  banks  in  order  to 
coin  gold  pieces.  However,  due  to  the  easy 
availability  and  legal  tender  status  of  foreign 
coins  (whose  purity  was  less  than  that  of 
American  coins  and  therefore  circulated  bet¬ 
ter  as  per  Gresham's  Law),  there  was  little 
demand  for  U.S.  gold  coins,  particularly  those 
of  the  awkward  quarter  eagle  denomination. 

This  denomination  frequently  shares  reverse 
dies  with  dimes,  a  testament  to  both  denomi¬ 
nations'  position  near  the  bottom  of  the  Mint 
priority  list;  the  1802  Breen-4  $2.50  uses  a 
reverse  die  also  used  on  dimes  of  1802  and 
1803.  An  important  coin  that  miraculously 
survived  in  a  condition  which,  today,  renders 
it  among  the  very  finest  known  and  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  8  Stars  Right  obverse,  arguably  a 
distinct  type  from  its  earlier  "With  Stars" 
predecessors.  A  prize  for  the  gold  collector  or 
savvy  aesthete . 49,500 

- _____ - 

To  Order 
Call  Gail  at 
800-222-5993 


so-called 

Superlative  1900-S  $5 


Tied  for  Finest  Half Eagle  Graded 


1900-S  MS-69  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  gold 
with  richer  coppery  halos  around  frosty  devices.  Full 
radiant  lustre  displayed  on  immaculate  smooth  surfaces. 
The  eye  appeal  is  incomparable  and  the  detractions  that 
prevent  this  coin  from  being  awarded  the  ultimate  grade 
level  of  70  are  found  only  by  a  careful  magnified  search  of 
the  fields  and  devices.  Just  an  extraordinary  specimen, 
finer  today  a  century  after  its  production  than  all  but  a 
miniscule  fraction  of  coins  are  at  the  exact  instant  of  strik¬ 
ing.  Three  half  eagles  out  of  tens  of  millions  produced  have 
been  awarded  this  incredible  grade;  that  they  are  all  San 
Francisco  coins  ought  cause  jealousy  from  the  Denver  and 
Philadelphia  mints.  The  modern  collector  can  probably 
give  up  hope  of  finding  a  "perfect"  specimen  of  any  circu¬ 
lation  strike  American  gold  coin,  however,  the  present 
specimen  approaches  that  ideal,  that  numismatic  asymp¬ 
tote  of  70.  For  the  collector  who  endeavors  to  assemble  of 
the  finest  type  set  in  existence,  this  coin  would  defy  anyone 
to  produce  a  rival,  let  alone  a  specimen  that  surpassed  it. 
In  the  eternal  quest  for  perfection,  this  coin  carries  the 
brightest  torch  in  the  half  eagle  series . 79,500 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 

-  A  Collectors  Universe ™  Company  - - - 

( nasdaq :  clct) 

Box  1 224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Toll-free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 


